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ABSTRACT

Magtanao, 3. (2018). Marginalization, Resistance and Communication Across
Generations: Life Stories of intergenerational Women Rice Farmers from
Northem Samar. Unpublished doctoral dissertation, University of the
Philippines Open University.

Narrative inquiry and life story were used to analyze the aspects of

marginalization that intergenerational women rice farmers experienced, how

they resist male domination in their public and private domains and how they

communicated stories of resistance across their generations. A purposeful

sample of three women rice farmers from Northern Samar who are

intergenerational, from one family that has been involved in rice farming for

sixty years have been part of the study. The women's narratives of lived

experiences were recorded and interpreted to gain deeper understanding of

how they resisted patriarchy in a male dominated industry and how they

communicated their stories of resistance across generations. Some of the

findings validated previous studies. However, three concepts—earning,

knowing one's worth and realization as forms of resistance—distinguished the

present study. These three emergent themes are remarkable for their

significance in strengthening positive intergenerational communication.

(Keywords: intergenerational communication, resistance, and marginalization)
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Chapter I

INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study

Agriculture constitutes the main source of livelihood for most people in

the developing countries. In this male dominated industry, the role of women

is often not limited to manage complex household and family. The

intemational accounts largely portray a woman farmer as the first one to get

up in the moming and the last to bed at night. In rice cultivation alone,

documents have it that women globally have historically played a dominant

role.

For decades, however, women in Philippine agriculture have been

marginalized and muted in the agricultural sector. This alarming situation led

to implementation of feminist-oriented development programs and to some

extent have privileged their voices. Consequently, the significant roles of

women in rice-based agriculture in the nation had been recognized since the

1990s. For instance, the Women in Rice Farming System (WIRFS) Network in

the Philippines addressed the concerns of women in specific major rice

ecologies and showed much evidence from several studies that women

contribute to agriculture.

The emerging changes in the roles of women in rice-based farming

systems in the country is an apparent indication that women and men in

legislation, grass root movements, govemment reforms and academic

discourse have largely won the fight for equal female participation,



opportunities and control in rice-based agriculture. However, following Salwen

and Stacks (2008) tenet that feminist enquiry is complex, comprehensive and

fluid, this breakthrough should be taken with caution and vigilance.

Feminist communication, notably, being considered as a tool in aid of

development was instrumental in this significant change. But although women

have been key participants in agricultural production from time immemorial,

relatively little research has been done that attempts to explore substantively

whether or not farm women have identified with feminism concepts. Limited

data that narrate the stories of women farmers exist, particularly accounts of

women from different generations. This view then supports the need to

intensify research interventions in popularizing the stories of women farmers

specifically within the turf of communication.

Notwithstanding the pervasive recognition of the important contribution

of women in the agricultural sector, female farmer sector is still largely

disenfranchised and disempowered in rice-farming setting. Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAQ), based on their various consultations and

studies has clearly articulated disempowerment issues and concerns faced by

women farmers. Feminist research on farm women has documented the

extent of women's work, and has shown the ways in which it is invisible and

unvalued (Sachs, 1983; O'Hara, 1994)

Also, research has confirmed gender inequalities within farming

families, in agricultural industries, organizations, and in rural communities

(Alston, 1995; Fink, 1992; O'Hara, 1998; Sachs, 1983, 1996). It has shown

how the patriarchal power structure and masculine dominance structure

women's lives (Shortall, 1992, 1999; Whatmore, 1991). As formulated by



Sachs (1996), although women do the majority of work in agriculture at the

global level, elder men, for the most part, still own the land, control women's

labor, and make agricultural decisions in patriarchal social systems. It has

also been pointed out that agrarian ideology and discourses have produced

romanticized narratives of rural life that legitimize the subordination of women.

However, it cannot be said that there is a dearth of feminist-based

studies on the roles and voices of women in rice farming. The Filipino

Women-in-Rice Farming Systems Program report (1988) states that in many

instances, it is probably fair to say that women at work in agriculture are

"physically visible," but "conceptually or culturally invisible" even to those who

actually see them. Fortunately, the visibility is improving and therefore the

research must go beyond being "sensitizing". Research must be critical and

analytical, which considers social structural inequalities. It should ask then

"how" the situation is affected by power and class and "what" should be done

to challenge power relations aiming toward surfacing male domination,

emancipation and transformation.

Meanwhile, current national and local data provide insufficient account

of how woman farmers are denied access to communication fora and how

their perspectives are dismissed for being different and irrelevant. When

researches do manage to capture a picture of woman farmers, little is known

about how they are cut off from opportunities to speak and the respect to be

heard. Hence, questions are left unanswered. Are rural women farmers well-

versed with basic feminist notions? How are they marginalized and silenced?

What are their lived experiences?



In the case of Northern Samar, a province that has been consistently

one of the 20 poorest provinces in the Philippines where rural poverty is high

with 61% rate in spite of having vast agricultural lands (DA Report, 2016),

generally speaking, women often see themselves as incompetent with low

level of participation and exposure to communication environment; and their

farming roles are marginalized. Their 'voices' are repeatedly muted in decision

making, organizational participation, and farm labor that has been a

continuing challenge among feminist researchers in the field of

communication. In the study of Corocoto and Sales (2015), it showed that

there is a need in Mondragon, Northem Samar for extension services units to

consider women as part of the beneficiaries of communication projects not

only because they are interested to leam but as integral parts in rice farming

development and to be gender neutral in introducing new farming facilities

and equipment.

On that note, the properties of feminist communication theory identified

by Rakow and Wackwitz (2004) served as the foundation in constructing the

objectives of the study, to wit: explanatory—it speaks of and to experience;

political—and because it is political it is personal; polyvocal—is generated by

multiple voices and experiences, with sometimes conflicting interpretations of

reality; and transformative—contributes to intellectual and spiritual growth by

providing different perspectives through which to conceptualize experiences

and the structure of society.

This standpoint supports the researcher's belief that a feminist

communication study is concern with transformation and social duty. As

opined by Cirksena (1996), the definition of feminist paradigm converge on



the following points: communication studies should foreground and make

explicit the inequitable power dimensions of gender relations in all human

communication; should put women at the center of research; should not

attempt to abstract gender from other aspects of identity; should be action-

oriented—part of the research should be linked to improving the status of

women; and the researched should have input into the framing of the issues

and research process.

To also better understand the epistemological and ontological hold of

the study, it is framed based on two themes with feminist communication

leaning— lived experiences and intergenerational communication. In

exploring the themes, narrative and life story approaches were employed

presenting with depth these women's dimensions.

The ontological claims of feminist approach include collectivism,

women-centered and grounded in lived experiences. As claimed by Weedon

(1997), feminists, like other critical theorists, also base their theorization within

lived experiences and oppositional social movements. Feminist theorization,

as in the case of all critical theories, is emancipatory in intent and is seen by

feminists as a contiguous site for the struggle for social justice. Feminism

therefore occupies a position at the critical end of the critical/mainstream axis.

Also, as in the case of intergenerational communication, it serves as a

link between the past, the present and the future. It is through mutually

responsive communication to the relational that mothers, daughters and

granddaughters establish patterns of relational communication that link them

to one another, shaping each women's sense of "self (Michelle Miller-Day,

2004). This dissertation is interested in unfolding how intergenerational



communication encourages mutual empowerment. Betty Freidan (1942)

reasoned that through participation and sharing information, the women would

restore their self-worth, regain a sense of personal power and energized one

another (Rosener, 1992). In 1974, Barbara Bovee Polk sums up the

transformational nature of shared experience by stressing that the most

prevalent activity in women's resistance or movement is the small

consciousness-raising group in which women across generations piece

together an understanding of their oppression, and challenge their

assumptions about themselves, other women and men.

Consequently, knowledge as subjective and inductive is the

epistemological hold of this feminist-oriented study. In this aspect, feminism

assumes knowledge production to be an important site in the struggle for

social justice. There is also an acknowledgment within feminist theory of

multiple ways of knowing. Rather than validating literate, "academic," and

positivist ways of knowing only, feminists accept the knowledge that is derived

from everyday experience as it is reflected in song, art, personal narratives,

etc. (Trinder, 2000).

Thus, this feminist communication study considers knowledge to be

value laden and partial in nature situated within the assumptions of the

privileged and in the interest of maintaining patriarchy. When conducting

research, feminists do not define the reliability of their analysis to consist of

statements that are measured by the degree to which they are seen to be

objective or neutral. Rather, they seek to make their own biases and values

transparent, consistent with their epistemological assumptions (Lather, 1991).
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































