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Abstract 

 Recently, ASEAN as a region faced another crisis since the Asian Financial 

Crisis in 1997, which is the COVID-19 pandemic. There were several reports regarding 

the response in the member-state level wherein efforts are still “to each of its own” 

mentality as member-states resort to different approaches ranging from proactive 

ones to “draconian" ones (IID, 2020), and the need to maintain their relationships with 

the superpowers amid the pandemic (Wangkiat, 2022), while there were some 

regarding ordinary people coping with the situation mostly in the socio-economic 

aspect (Morgan and Trinh, 2021). More than ninety percent (90%) have felt that the 

pandemic has influenced their lives and three of the top five ways in coping with stress 

brought about by the pandemic is related to spending more time on their smartphones 

either through playing games, communicating through social media, or watching 

videos (Ito, 2020). In line with promoting shared culture and giving respect to it by 

recognition of its unity in diversity, the proposed study mainly focuses on 

understanding an interesting topic such as humor through stand-up comedy in the 

context of selected ASEAN member-states during a time of crisis faced by the region, 

particularly the COVID-19 pandemic. From the analyses on both the stand-up 

comedians as performers in the video and the audiences both live and online through 

social media it was found out that humor in selected ASEAN member-states during a 

period of crisis are "glocal" -- global in approach yet local in context, both a venue and 

an avenue for development, and a creative space for (virtual) ASEAN community-

building. 

Keywords: Stand-up comedy, Textual Analysis, Crisis 
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Chapter I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Background of the Study 

 Humor is a communicative activity (Lynch, 2002 in Ojha and Holmes, 2010, p. 

279) and a "phenomenon that provides tension relief, help people integrate socially, 

and can be used to control people" (Miller, 1996; Morreall, 1991 in Ojha and Holmes, 

2010, p. 279). It can be observed anytime and anywhere, thus described as 

"omnipresent" (Ojha and Holmes, 2010, p. 279), such as in a workplace that help 

"alleviate stress, to improve creative vision, and to bond" (Kreps, Herndon, & Arneson, 

1993 in Ojha and Holmes, 2010, p. 279). That inspired the author to try observational 

stand-up comedy in virtual meeting rooms wherein originally-written comedy materials 

are being performed mostly in virtual meeting rooms and once in a live audience at 

the time that quarantine restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic were eased. In 

romantic relationships, humor plays a "critical role in attraction" (Bressler and 

Balshine, 2006 in Anderson and DiTunnariello, 2016, p.1513) and in maintaining an 

existing relationship through aggressive humor (Anderson and DiTunnariello, 2016). 

In the medical field particularly in rehabilitation of those who face addiction, laughter, 

in a study through conversational analysis, became a "flexible device for preventing or 

resolving a possible risk of confrontation" (Arminen and Halonen, 2007, p. 484). 

 In parallel with the impact on the use of humor discussed above in certain fields 

such as professional types in the workplace, romantic relationships between two 

people, and the medical field, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations or ASEAN 

also employs approaches that provide tension relief, aid in integration, and maintain 

harmony at the member-state level. Marred by initial conflicts by Southeast Asian 
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states brought about by their newly-achieved status of independence and with colonial 

experience still fresh in their memories, which lead to failures in the formation of 

organizations that preceded ASEAN (Tarling, 2007 and Keling et al, 2011), consensus 

and non-interference became the considered language of the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations diplomacy (Villanueva and Manalo, 2017).  

 ASEAN member-states consider consensus as the “best and most pragmatic”, 

or practical strategy for the “long-term survival” of the association in the “choppy 

waters of the international environment“ (Luqman, 2019, 9th para.) due to the following 

reasons: first, member-states have their needs served through a dialogue-friendly 

environment without their national sovereignty felt compromised (Luqman, 2019, 10th 

para). Then, consensus is seen as being supportive of the diversity of the member-

states, and these also have “enjoyed relative peace” after the Cold War by “including 

consensus as part of the formula” (Luqman, 2019, 11th para.). Lastly, it promotes 

equality as consensus makes the voices of smaller member-states to be as important 

as the more “prominent” member states in decision-making (Luqman, 2019, 12th 

para). 

 However, there are criticisms regarding the practice of non-intervention and 

consensus decision-making as it is considered a disadvantage of the region especially 

when addressing sensitive issues such as territorial disputes, and internal affairs that 

affect life and death situations caused by armed conflict and human rights violations. 

While ASEAN has been effective in their traditional “ASEAN Way,” in forging 

partnerships in the economic aspect, it has been observed that the association might 

lose credibility internationally and might lose appeal to at least some its members if 

there is no willingness to modify this kind of approach into a more interventionary one 

(Henderson, 1999 p.76 through Weber, 2009, p.16). During the 1990s, ASEAN have 
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made modifications to their approach such as “consensus minus” wherein a decision 

can be made without consensus provided that the member-states who did not make 

a consensus are unaffected (Henderson, 1999 p.48 through Weber, 2009, p. 16), and 

in 1998, which is “enhanced cooperation” where member-states could comment on 

their fellow member-states’ local activities if it affects regional concerns, but still 

without intervention from ASEAN (Narine, 2002, p.168 through Weber, 2009, p.16). 

 Aside from strengths and weaknesses of the practice of non-intervention and 

consensus-based decision-making of ASEAN that led to its maintenance of harmony 

among members, it is said that this harmony can only be felt at the level of member-

states particularly the state leaders. Furthermore, this harmony was the result of the 

interests of these leaders being protected due to the prevailing practice of non-

intervention and consensus-based decision making. 

 Forty years after its foundation, ASEAN, following the declaration of Bali 

Concorde II geared towards a "people-centered ASEAN" by beginning a process of 

transformation through the ASEAN Charter (Morada, 2008). Aside from the Charter 

which supposedly aimed at transforming ASEAN into a people-centric organization, 

the idea of transitioning from an organization to community was being materialized. 

The creation of three pillars with one of which is the Social-Cultural Community (SCC) 

Pillar aims to promote "greater political, economic, and social-cultural cooperation 

among the ten member states" and to be a space for addressing issues and promoting 

shared culture in support of building a people-centric community (ASEAN SCC 

Blueprint 2007).  

 Recently, ASEAN as a region faced another crisis since the Asian Financial 

Crisis in 1997, which is the COVID-19 pandemic. There were several reports regarding 

the response in the member-state level wherein efforts are still “to each of its own” 
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mentality as member-states resort to different approaches ranging from proactive 

ones such as in Singapore and Vietnam, to “draconian" ones wherein politicians and 

former military people take over as in the Philippines and Cambodia (IID, 2020) and 

the need to maintain their relationships with the superpowers amid the pandemic 

(Wangkiat, 2022). Then, there were some reports regarding ordinary people coping 

with the situation mostly in the socio-economic aspect (Morgan and Trinh, 2021). 

While most reports on ordinary people are either on the socio-economic and medical 

aspect, there are also on the socio-cultural aspect such as the report by Yuko Ito 

(2020), managing director of Hakuhodo Institute of Life and Living ASEAN or HILL 

ASEAN, regarding how people are coping during the height of the pandemic. It was 

found out that more than ninety percent (90%) have felt that the pandemic has 

influenced their lives and three of the top five ways in coping with stress brought about 

by the pandemic is related to spending more time on their smartphones either through 

playing games, communicating through social media, or watching videos. In line with 

promoting shared culture and giving respect to it by recognition of its unity in diversity, 

the proposed study mainly focuses on understanding an interesting topic such as 

humor through stand-up comedy in the context of selected ASEAN member-states 

during a time of crisis faced by the region, particularly the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Everything that is funny or with humor is rooted with comedy: from writing 

sitcoms, screenplays, and songs, into graphics such as in cartoons, advertisement, 

even writing for range of people from politicians to manufacturers, and performing 

onstage (Carter, 2001). If everyone has got something to sell, comedy "sells its best" 

(Carter, 2001, p. 20). That is why the focus in understanding humor is limited to stand-

up comedy through the videos of the selected stand-up comedians from selected 

ASEAN member-states during the time of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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Statement of the Problem 

 The intent of the proposed study is to learn about humor in selected ASEAN 

member-states through online stand-up comedy videos, published in social media 

sites. Specifically, the context from the performers and its viewers will be explored to 

emerge themes that will give understanding of humor of selected ASEAN member-

states during a period of crisis. 

 With that, the overall question for the proposed research is, what does humor 

mean in the context of people in selected ASEAN member-states during a time of 

crisis? Through online comedy videos of original content by selected ASEAN stand-

up comedians, here are more detailed inquiries that will bring development in the 

proposed study: what do the written materials and their delivery by the performers in 

the video mean in the context of humor? On the other hand, what do the viewers’ 

reactions mean in terms of humor? 

Objectives of the Study 

The proposed study aims to: 

1. Analyze the comedy videos published online during the chosen period of the 

pandemic, through the written materials and delivery by the performers. 

2. Analyze the comments and reactions of the audiences both live and online in 

social media.  

3. Generate meaning about the humor in selected ASEAN member countries 

based on the analyses on the performers and the audiences. 
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Scope and Delimitation 

 The chosen period for this study was the initial stages of the pandemic wherein 

vaccines are still under development, social mobility and physical contact are limited 

thus staying at home was the only option during this period, particularly from March 

2020 to the beginning of third quarter of 2021. The observable drastic changes from 

the old norm prior to this pandemic are the reason for choosing this period of the 

pandemic.  

 There are plenty of social media platforms right now that let users watch a 

variety of videos. Most of these videos range from educational, informative on current 

events, and entertaining ones. For this study, one type of social media platform was 

given focus. The criteria for choosing such were the following: the greatest number of 

users in the ASEAN region, most accessible or user-friendly, and can display 

comprehensive details about a content particularly reactions represented by graphic 

symbols, and space to enter comments regarding the featured content. These features 

of the chosen social media platform should be present at the pre-vaccine period of the 

pandemic, which is from 2020 up to 2021. 

 For the study, four ASEAN member-states, two from the mainland and another 

two from the maritime ASEAN member-states have been chosen. The criteria for the 

selection of the ASEAN member-states of study were the following: number of active 

users of the chosen social media platform from ASEAN, the daily average time spent 

on social media, and the number of stand-up comedians who are active during the 

chosen period of the pandemic.  

 Two famous stand-up comedians from each chosen ASEAN member-state, 

particularly their recorded performance published in accessible streaming sites, 

became the focus of the study. The chosen performers are those who are actively 
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performing in the stand-up comedy industry during the chosen period and employs the 

observational type of stand-up comedy wherein the stand-up comedians write and act 

out something funny based on their everyday observation as opposed to other 

comedians in live performances where they pick on audiences as part of the material. 

 Each video should contain a complete structure of jokes, as explained by Judy 

Carter (2001), which is the set-up and the funny part. It does not necessarily have to 

be as long as a comedy special that usually runs an hour or more. If the video was a 

recorded live performance held prior to the pandemic but was uploaded during the 

chosen period of it, then it should also contain the following: a live venue whether it 

was recorded on a theater, comedy bar with stage, or a studio that was set up with a 

stage and seats with or without round tables or any setup equivalent to a theater or a 

comedy bar, and a live audience, who should be mostly are locals, with audible 

reactions. If the video itself was made during the chosen period, then the performer 

itself is already enough for the study as the reactions and comments from viewers 

online will be included in the textual analysis.  

 

Definition of Terms 

Stand-up Comedy - form of talk and implies a context that allows reaction, participation 

and engagement from the audiences whom the comedian is speaking (Brodie 2008) 

with the intention of making them laugh (Double 2005 p.18 in Hattingh 2018). The type 

of stand-up comedy that will be in focus is the observational type wherein the stand-

up comedians write and act out something funny based on their everyday observation 

as opposed to other comedians in live performances where they pick on audiences as 

part of the material. 
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Stand-up Comedy Videos - videos published in free streaming sites and social media 

such as YouTube, and Facebook. These videos shall contain the following: the 

performer, and the audiences (if the videos were made through a locked-in video 

shoot).  

Performer - pertains to the stand-up comedian featured in the videos for study. These 

stand-up comedians perform in solo acts, sort of doing speeches or monologues. 

Audiences/Viewers - pertains to the audiences watching the performer who may be 

featured in the videos and those who viewed the videos via online. Audiences are not 

part of the act or performance, but they give reactions during it such as laughter, 

applause when they are part of the live audience, or reaction buttons and comment 

boxes found in social media platforms for online viewers. 

 

Significance of the Study 

 As ASEAN is gearing itself towards a "people-centered ASEAN" (Morada, 

2008), by the creation of three pillars, particularly the Socio-Cultural Community Pillar, 

this study has brought about the diversity of the culture of the ASEAN people 

particularly in the time when the regional community is challenged by a crisis thus 

giving respect to it by exploring breakthrough and interesting topics such as humor 

that may be deemed acceptable to ASEAN as an organization. 
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Chapter II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

Introduction 

 The following literature review consists of understanding humor in general, 

stand-up comedy from the West where it originated, stand-up comedy in Asia, and 

stand-up comedy in selected ASEAN countries. These studies discussed humor and 

stand-up comedy in different contexts, and even though there are already country and 

theme-specific studies of stand-up comedy in the ASEAN, the proposed study 

featuring online comedy videos by featured stand-up comedians in the ASEAN during 

a time of crisis would contribute in adding depth to cultural studies of the region in 

terms of humor through stand-up comedy. 

Understanding Humor 

 Humor is based on incongruity and not the other way around as Jerry Farber 

(2007, p.68) has discussed in building the theory of humor because not all "instances 

of incongruity are not funny" such as brainteasers, logic problems, and puzzles. 

Furthermore, there are other incongruities that inspire other emotions such as fear and 

disgust (Farber, 2007, p.68). In building the theory of humor without stating these 

exceptions, the term "link" was used to cover the broad range of connection of 

incongruous elements that would build humor or to make it funny. It was discussed 

that one element, labeled as A is the "social norm" or any statement that is part of or 

accepted by the norm, and another element, labeled as B "counters, defy, or 

circumvent the A" (Farber, 2007, p.69). During the discussion, it is noted that for the 

link to inspire humor, the A is not entirely replaced by B but only countered, 

undermined, or circumvented by way of "playing off" against each other. 
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 A more specific example to explain the A and the B can be described as the 

"setup" and the "funny" as discussed in the Comedy Bible by Judy Carter (2001), a 

veteran stand-up comedian. This is the structure of a joke or comedy material. The 

setup contains the serious part consisting of the attitude, topic, and premise, as these 

elements of the setup have a "ring of truth and honesty" (Carter, 2001, p.66). The role 

of the setup is to capture the attention of the audiences before making them laugh 

through what is funny. The topic is the subject, the attitude is the description of the 

topic (something weird, stupid, scary, or hard), and the premise is the "spin, slant, 

point-of-view, or observation" that answers the "attitude + topic" or what exactly is 

hard, weird, stupid, or scary about the topic through an insight and not mere 

description (Carter, 2001, p.67). An example would be "Do you know what's weird in 

relationships? You never meet someone when you really want to" (Carter, 2001, p.68). 

The attitude-topic is "weird in relationships" and the premise or insight is "you never 

meet someone when you really want to." After the setup, comes the funny part or the 

act-out. In this part, what the comedian wanted to specify from the general thought 

coming from the setup is being performed, instead of being just talked about (Carter, 

2001, p.71). From the structure, the A is still present as the general thought from the 

setup and the B as the funny part would play around the A (and not replace it) by being 

specific through the act-out. 

 From the structure of a joke or comedy material that is based on incongruity 

comes its perception of the material by the audiences on the context of humor. Jerry 

Farber (2007) discussed the classification of humor that acknowledges the above-

mentioned situation. The first two categories presented were based in the Superiority 

Theory: Derisive and Empathic Humor. The difference is that derisive humor is about 

laughing at others failures making our own failures superior to them. This usually is 
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applicable to people higher than the perceiver such as politicians, celebrities wherein 

the perceiver usually says "at least I'm not that bad" (Farber, 2007, p.78) or as worse 

as "serves you right." Empathic humor, on the other hand, is about laughing with 

others, usually those people the perceiver could relate to such as common employees, 

students wherein the perceiver usually says "Oh my God, that's me!" (Farber, 2007, 

p.78). Next category is the counter-restriction humor wherein the A corresponds to an 

internalized restriction on thought, feeling, or behavior and the B corresponds to the 

evasion or defiance of that restriction (Farber, 2007, p.78). Derisive type of humor may 

relate with this category as the "target is usually someone or something that it is not 

proper to be making fun of" (Farber, 2007, p.79) such as people in higher positions, 

institutions, group of people based on race, gender, and other physical and mental 

features. 

 Jason Rutter (1997) on the other hand, introduced a more integrated approach 

through the classical theories of humor which are Superiority, Incongruity, and Relief 

for his dissertation on stand-up comedy as an interaction. Though generally jokes are 

based on Incongruity as above-mentioned in the discussion by Jerry Farber (2007), 

there are different views of incongruity, and one of which is Superiority. Also known 

as disparagement (Suls 1977, McGhee & Duffey 1983, Zillman 1983 in Rutter, 1997, 

p.9), putdown (Zillman and Stocking 1976 in Rutter 1997, p.9) and deprecatory humor 

(Davies 1991a in Rutter, 1997, p.9), superiority theory suggests that humor is 

“essentially if not ubiquitously, aggressive” and of “ridicule, the ludicrous, and the 

grotesque” (Rutter, 1997, p.9). It requires those who laugh and appreciate a joke view 

themselves as better than the objects of humor through the joke or comedy material 

(Rutter, 1997, p.9). Though this kind of humor is directed against those who we may 

perceive as inferior to ourselves (Aristotle 1977 in Rutter, 1997, p.9), such ridicule, 
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which is considered deformation, is forbidden by law (Ethics, Book IV, Chapter 8, p. 

168 in Rutter, 1997, p.9). So, for it to become socially responsible in joking, the object 

of humor must have “some small evil” wherein it is somehow “deserving the derision 

and scorn of the joker” (Descartes, Article 178 in Rutter, 1997, p.10). Others call it 

“sudden glory” wherein laughter is the result of “an abrupt recognition of meaning or 

status” (Leviathan, 1651/1974 in Rutter, 1997, p.11), while others view it as “social 

gesture” that emphasizes failures or mistakes (termed as deviants by Rutter, 1997, 

p.11) into improvement or correction. This type of humor may be present in political

jokes in particular how member-states in the government level respond to the 

pandemic and social jokes wherein they joke about not practicing health protocols 

such as improper wearing of face masks. 

The next type of humor discussed by Rutter (1997) is based on Relief Theory. 

This tends to be based on “variations of what might be called the 'head-of-steam 

principle' wherein “something, whether it be ‘psychic energy’ (Freud, 1905/1976 in 

Rutter, 1997, p.13) or “nerve force” (Spencer, 1911 in Rutter, 1997, p.13) builds up 

within a person’s system and having no more useful purpose, must be released 

(Rutter, 1997, p.13). It assumes that this “build-up of surplus energy is inefficient if not 

detrimental to physical or psychosocial well-being” which is why a “spontaneous 

release is necessary rather than a slow dissipation” (Rutter, 1997, p.13). While this 

tends to be theories on laughter than humor, and it clings to the medical aspect as it 

argues that laughter provides health benefits, it is still relevant to the study in 

contextualizing humor through the online reactions of the viewers of the videos made 

by stand-up comedians. 
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Stand-up Comedy in the West 

 The following journals introduce stand-up comedy and its developments from 

the countries where it started, United States and Canada. It was discussed in these 

articles how stand-up comedy is more than entertainment as it also affects the society 

particularly the sensitive issues revolving around it.  

 This is a dissertation focusing on stand-up comedy and it was the chosen study 

by the author because even if “comic performances have fulfilled an important social 

function” throughout the history of civilization, it has not “attracted the serious 

academic inquiry one might expect” (Jenkins, 2015, p.6). The objective was to bring 

into discussion that stand-up comedy performances are “a vital part of modern 

American intellectual and social life and are enmeshed in ongoing processes of 

progressive social change” (Jenkins 2015, p.7). It was found out through “critical 

examination of the construction and performances of the comic persona, close 

analysis of the comic routine as an aesthetic text, and examination of social dramas” 

and generated discourses to determine their contribution to social change, that the 

comedians featured in the study could be a “potent mediator, transgressive initiator or 

a subversive healer” and the study itself contributes to various fields such as 

communication, sociology, performance studies and post-colonialism (Jenkins 2015, 

pp.184-186). 

 Russell Peters is a stand-up comedian who is a Canadian citizen and of South 

Asian descent. His set of jokes are mostly stereotypes of most races residing in 

Canada, both minorities and dominant ones: a style in stand-up that is usually 

observed in its place of origin, in North America. This paper explores the hypothesis 

on comedy in general being a safe space for “racialized discourse” (Hirji, 2009, p.582) 

with focus on Russell Peters and his race-based jokes. It was found out that comedy 
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in whatever type (stand-up, film, or television) has a potential for a public space or 

sphere, but not entirely a safe one for the above-mentioned discourse because such 

as in the case of Peters, his jokes may be laughed and appreciated by audiences of 

different races, but this appreciation and approval may also bring negative-effects 

such as “reinforcement of racist beliefs, insult to minority groups, and the 

marginalization of talk about race” (Hirji, 2009, p.583). Even though Peters have stated 

that his purpose is to make the people laugh, one should realize the fact stated in the 

study that comedy and any form of communication has risks wherein a specific 

reception of a particular message is not guaranteed (Hall 1980, Morley 1980 cited in 

Hirji, 2009, p.583): some may not get the joke, leading to misinterpretations from both 

the subject of the joke who might get offended and people of bigotry who have its 

usual racial beliefs getting validated. Aside from this main finding, it was discovered 

that the reception of a joke and the performance of the comedian depends on various 

factors such as race, position or role, and personal cultural experiences of both the 

performer and the audience.   

 As observed in the two studies, these are in the context of the understanding 

the brand of humor that is performed by the comedians, reacted by the audiences in 

the West particularly Canada and North America. Though these studies contribute to 

the knowledge of stand-up comedy and humor in general, further studies must be 

conducted to understand these concepts in the context of selected ASEAN countries 

where the scene is present, through the use of videos from a chosen social media 

platform, which is the main purpose of this study. 

Stand-up Comedy in Asia 

 The following articles support the evidence that stand-up comedy, a culture 

based in Europe and America, has penetrated other continents such as Asia. In fact, 
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it is considered as the new potential venue for stand-up comedy wherein it discusses 

the comparison between the content of the jokes in the featured Vietnamese comedian 

and his counterparts from the countries of origin of stand-up comedy. It was mentioned 

that the compared to the ones in America and Europe wherein comedians poke fun 

on people of different races thus racist jokes, Asian comedians tend to joke on topics 

such as family traditions and other social issues but making themselves the butt of the 

joke by sharing the experiences related to it such as dating, etc. (Le, quoted by 

Nguyen-Owku, 2017, 3rd para.) due to the embedded Confucian and Buddhist 

traditions which value politeness and respect (McGraw, quoted by Nguyen-Owku, 

2017, 5th para.). In other words, if the joke was directly pertained to the audience, they 

might get offended that is why the comedians in Asia tend to “take a stab at 

themselves” thus describing Asia in terms of comedy as “still in the slapstick phase” 

(Le, quoted by Nguyen-Owku, 2017 6th para.).  

 Not only developed countries such as North America, Europe and Canada are 

becoming venues for stand-up comedy but also to developing countries such as India 

as well. As in situations in developing countries, freedom of speech is also challenged 

in India particularly when it comes to criticisms against the government (Nüske, 2018). 

Given this situation, stand-up comedians, especially the Hindi-speaking comedians 

who use their set of jokes as form of resistance against the shift of leadership in the 

government receive lack of support from those in power through censorship that leads 

to limited reach to lower caste and worse, receive numerous death threats and hate 

statements (Nüske, 2018). English-speaking Indian comedians experience nearly the 

same as in terms of reach, their content is accessed by middle and upper caste who 

can afford internet connection despite the censorship in free radio and television 

compared to the target audiences of the Hindi-speaking ones who can’t afford enough 
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to have an internet connection (Nüske, 2018). This study is relevant as it tackles the 

socio-political angle of stand-up comedy at the point of view of those in authority and 

power. 

 Again, these are the same case as in the previous studies of stand-up comedy 

and humor in the West. Though these studies focus on Asia, the diverse culture of the 

continent though there are some commonalities due to the mobility of influences during 

the early trade do not necessarily can support the context of understanding humor in 

the selected ASEAN countries during a time of crisis. 

Stand-up Comedy in ASEAN 

 Lia Afidah and Ribut Wahyudi (2014) have helped discovered the evolution of 

comedy in Indonesia through its stand-up comedy by analyzing the dynamics of the 

performer, the audiences, and the relationship of the two, through a framework based 

on developing studies particularly the conversation analysis on the opening and 

closing styles of three Indonesian comedians on a typical performance in a stand-up 

comedy show that were transcribed using videos of their performances available on a 

famous streaming video site, YouTube. It was found out that the opening and closing 

styles of the sample of three comedians have some similarities with Rutter's pattern, 

which is derived from the proposed seven moves in a conventional stand-up comedy 

by Jason Rutter (1997 in Afidah and Wahyudi, 2014).  

 From the opening and closing styles of some Indonesian stand-up comedians, 

the discussion shifts into the contents of the jokes itself. In the case of Malaysia as 

studied by Helen Tan and Onn, et al. (2018) wherein a comparison was made of the 

text structures and use of politeness strategies of Malaysian ethnic and political stand-

up comedies. It was found out that most ethnic comedies are using the clarity 
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approach to prevent generalization among ethnic groups while ambiguity was used on 

most political comedies to prevent persecution from existing censorship laws.  

Research Gap 

 From the related literature, the existing theories on humor may be utilized in 

analyzing selected stand-up online comedy videos to understand it in the context of 

the scene in selected ASEAN countries in the time of the pre-vaccine period of the 

pandemic. Though there are featured studies on stand-up comedy in ASEAN 

countries such as in Malaysia and Indonesia as discussed above, the opening and 

closing styles in the case of the study in Indonesia, and focusing on certain types of 

jokes such as political and ethnic ones featured in Malaysia contributed in initial 

understanding of humor through stand-up comedy in ASEAN but for this study it will 

focus on a certain period particularly a period of crisis.  
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Chapter III 

METHODOLOGY 

 

Research Framework 

 

 The online comedy videos paved the way, and are not the sole sources in 

understanding humor in selected ASEAN member-states during a period of crisis as 

the activities involved around these videos such as composition and production by the 

stand-up comedians, the reception and reaction by the audiences both live and online 

through social media, and the socio-cultural and socio-political context behind these 

activities became the significant and necessary factors. 

Research Design 

 Research design refers to the "structure of inquiry" wherein it is a logical matter 

rather than a logistical one (De Vaus, 2001, p.16). Since the study involved 

understanding humor through online comedy videos by stand-up comedians from 

selected ASEAN member-states, a type of research design under the flexible method 

research (Anastas, 1999), particularly the case study design became appropriate as 

flexible method research is "aimed at generating in-depth understandings of people 

and events in context as they naturally occur" (Anastas, 1999, p.73) and case study 

design is defined as an "empirical inquiry that investigates a contemporary 
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phenomenon within its real-life context, especially when the boundaries of 

phenomenon and context are not clearly evident" (Yin, 1994, p. 13 in Anastas, 1999, 

p.94). Since it focuses on a single unit (Gilgun, 1994; Patton, 1990; Ruckdeschel, 

Earnshaw, & Firrek, 1994 in Anastas, 1999, p.93), and it can be a group of people 

(Anastas, 1999), the comedians and the audiences both live and online performing 

and watching stand-up comedy respectively from selected ASEAN member-states 

would represent the single unit.  

Research Method: Introduction to Textual Analysis 

 Textual analysis is “an educated guess at some of the most likely interpretations 

that might be made of that text” (Mckee, 2001, p.3). To discover likely interpretations 

of a text, one thing is important: context (Mckee, 2001, p.11). Compared against other 

methods such as audience research and content analysis, textual analysis is 

applicable in the proposed study because the main goal is to find context through 

interpretation of the text compared to audience research which produces more text 

rather than interpretation, and to content analysis wherein it is replicable and 

quantitative but it is no more objective or unchallengeable than other forms of textual 

analysis and still relies on the interpretation of texts (Mckee, 2001). 

Assumptions 

 Jason Rutter (1997) and Jerry Farber (2007) both discussed the classical 

theories of humor such as Incongruity, Superiority, and Relief that will be discussed in 

the review of related literature later on. Based on the understanding of these theories 

and existing reports regarding the situation of the region, organization, and its 

member-states, assumptions could be developed for this study. First is relevant to the 

member-states response at the government level with the pandemic. As cited in 

reports by media outlets such as IID (2020) and Rappler (2020), most responses by 
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the government are reactive while few are proactive during the initial stage of the crisis, 

such as Vietnam and Singapore. While most of them were perceived as reactive by 

ordinary people, these respective governments claim that their decision-making and 

its implementation are effective and efficient. Some people react through serious 

commentaries, while others such as artists, particularly critical stand-up comedians, 

use their talents to creatively call out the loopholes of the response which the member-

states at the government level claim effective and well-thought out. Consequently, 

ordinary citizens viewing these content appreciate and laugh at these with the 

inference that it is based on a hybrid of superiority through derision, and relief because 

the object of humor has some “small evil” as discussed above, which can be 

represented by the government claiming that their responses are effective though the 

effectiveness could not be reflected in the feedback of the recipients of these 

responses, and relief because someone has addressed these issues in a creative and 

funny way. The study did not use medical measurements regarding relief but used 

their comments in social media as part of the textual analysis.  

 From the government as objects of humor in political jokes related to the 

pandemic, ordinary people may become objects of humor particularly their practices 

in health protocols such as improper wearing of protective gears and unsanitary 

practices. As opposed to political jokes, social jokes like this, which is also laughed 

and appreciated by its viewers may be of superiority through empathy and also relief 

because the aim for making fun of the improper practice may be for correction, or 

social gesture as discussed by Bergson (in Rutter, 1997) that emphasizes deviants 

such as these for improvement or correction. Again, the comments and reactions of 

the viewers for this joke will be used as part of the textual analysis that will be also 

discussed in the methodology.  
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 Lastly, there might be videos of live comedy performances from not-so-distant 

past particularly months or days before the pandemic lockdown that were uploaded 

during the lockdown itself. For these videos, there might be themes of relief brought 

about the nostalgia of being in a live performance in front of a stand-up comedian, or 

nostalgia of the topics being brought about in comedy materials before the pandemic 

happened. All of the objects of study, from the comedy materials, how it was delivered, 

and the reactions of the viewers will be analyzed and contextualized in a 

comprehensive manner, which will be discussed in the methodology. From these 

findings integrated with comprehensive discussion, themes could emerge on what 

could be said about the humor of ASEAN people from selected member-states, which 

should be given emphasis and respected as part of the culture of a region, in a certain 

period of crisis. 

Research Procedure: Transcription of Stand-Up Comedy Videos 

 In the study by Jason Rutter (1997) of stand-up comedy as an interaction, it 

was discussed that stand-up is like a conversation between comedian and the 

audience. That is why the use of Conversation Analysis (CA) and its findings can be 

generalized to it. Even though it is "simplified in form," it is considered a conversation 

as stand-up comedy "still involves of taking of turns between performer and audience 

to build up the flow of the performance and are organized to a large extent" in parallel 

with the rules for the organization of conversation by Sacks, Schegloff, and Jefferson 

(1974 in Rutter, 1997, p.44) wherein any conversation with rules governing turn-taking, 

it is "fairly safe" to assume that "forms of interaction other than natural conversation 

that display these rules can be contained as a sub-category of conversation" 

(discussed by Rutter, 1997, p.92). Also, stand-up comedy is as same as conversation 

in terms of "collaborative production" (Atkinson, Cuff and Lee, 1978, p. 136 in Rutter, 



LAUGHING MATTERS 22 

1997, p.92) wherein it is "made possible by the active involvement of those make up 

the interaction" such as "people attending a comedy venue are co-oriented towards 

stand-up comedy" (Rutter, 1997, p.92). Though CA is originally designed as a tool for 

analysis of naturally-occurring conversations, its application to stand-up is "in no way 

deviant when held against the broader history of discipline" as it is also used in others 

such as political speechmaking and televised interviews (Atkinson, 1984, Heritage and 

Greatbatch, 1986 and 1990, Clayman, 1988, 1992, and 1993, in Rutter, 1997). These 

projects have the same talk parameters that have the same structures as stand-up 

comedy (Rutter, 1997, p.92). CA is "specifically important" in studying stand-up 

comedy as it helps overcome some of the limitations of previous studies on joking, 

laughter, and stand-up comedy (Rutter, 1997, p.92). It studies the impure, stresses 

live context, based on mutual knowledge, and stresses on sequential organization 

(Rutter, 1997, p.94). CA is also useful in its "insistence on the audio or video recording 

of source material and then its close transcription" as it recognizes "vital differences 

between the spoken word and written language rather than seeing the former as a 

debasement of the latter that views it as distinct" and create a "valid and reliable 

representation" of real-life conversation experience (Rutter, 1997, p.96). It does not 

only document what was said but how it was said, and it will not put readers "at a major 

disadvantage" should they have no access to the live talk or recording of it (Rutter, 

1997, p.96) or in the case of this proposed study, it will help to save time in separately 

accessing the videos while reading this study. 

 Those discussed above are the reasons why conversation analysis will be part 

of the textual analysis of stand-up comedy videos. In this manner, the system of 

transcription that will be applied is based on previous studies on stand-up comedy 

particularly from the study by Ian Brodie (2008) regarding stand-up comedy as a genre 
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of intimacy. This is applicable to the study as Brodie (2008, p.164) used this to 

"indicate a variety of audience responses and to demonstrate performance rhythm." 

Also, this system would be less complicated to understand for the future readers of 

this thesis. Before proceeding with the transcription of the videos, there will be an 

introduction to the letters and symbols to be used alongside the performances that 

were transcribed into words. The introduction was written as such: 

 For the transcription of the performance, the system developed by Ian Brodie 

(2008, p.164) in his study of stand-up comedy as a genre of intimacy was applied as 

it had goals to "indicate a variety of audience responses and to demonstrate 

performance rhythm." Bracketed letters ([L]) will indicate a reaction of the audience. 

The following are the letters and their corresponding reactions: 

A = Applause 

Aw = Awwing (a sound of disappointment, sadness or regret) 

B = Boos 

C = Cheers 

H = Hissing 

L = Laughter 

O = Oooing (a sound of recognition of a taboo topic) 

S = Silence 

W = Whooping 

 Colons (:) indicate simultaneous reactions occurring and while an arrow (--->) 

indicates a transition from one reaction after another. Words within angle brackets 

indicate recognizable words from the audience ([<yeah!]), words within exclamation 

points indicate a reaction from a single audience member, and a symbol for male or 

female indicate a gendered reaction. Line breaks occur at prolonged pauses, audience 
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interruptions, or to indicate the "cadence of the line" (Brodie, 2008). Italicized words 

are specifically emphasized, underlined words indicate that the reaction of the 

audience is sustained but the performer is taking over or during the reactions, and 

ellipses indicate false starts. Curly brackets indicate performer's gestures, facial 

expressions and other non-verbal cues ({eyes open wide while his face is directed 

towards the audience}), and words in quotation indicate the tone or accent. Ellipses in 

brackets on their own line indicate a non-transcribed section (Brodie, 2008). 

 That is how the introduction would be written prior to the transcription and 

analysis itself. To further understand how this works before proceeding to the 

transcription of videos during data collection and analysis, here is a sample from the 

same study by Ian Brodie (2008) of a transcribed performance from Chris Rock, who 

is a famous actor and comedian, and its short analysis: 

Alright  

Things are going alright 

I can not complain 

Doing my special 

Doing a new movie 

Got a new TV show 

Successful black man [A:C] 

So you know, you know what's next right? 

White Girl. [L---->B] 

Got to get a white girl 

Can not be a successful black man without a white girl [L] 

They won't even let you buy a mansion without a white girl 

"Here's a million dollars." {nasal} "Where's your white girl?" [L] 

"We have zoning restrictions." [L] 

You know what's funny? You know what's funny? If you're black and you go out with 

a white girl, everything that goes wrong in your life people blame it on the white girl [L] 

Everything. It's like "Yo man, I heard Chris got hit by a bus." 

"Fucking around them white girls." [L] 
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"Yeah. I hear Chris broke his leg." "White girl." [L] 

"That's what he gets." 

People are bugged, man. There's like, you know, there's white girls who only go out 

with black guys. There's black girls who only go out with white guys. I met a black girl 

like that. Did not date black men. I said "Girl, how come you don't date no black men?" 

She said, "No reason." 

"No reason." 

No reason? 

So I punched her in the face. [L] 

Now she got a reason [L] (Rock, 1994 in Brodie, 2008) 

 

 In this performance, Rock "anticipates and builds into the text the interaction 

with the audience, and the audience not only recognizes his 'successful black man 

claim' but praises it and reaffirms it." Do note the shift from laughter following the "got 

to get a white girl" to "good-natured dissent" in that the audience actively sending 

"boos" to him. Of the entire routine, "only the final bit about punching the woman 

approximates a joke inasmuch as it has a pattern of set-up and punch line that would 

not require else to repeat, and can be easily amended to different contexts (Brodie, 

2008). 

 The transcription discussed above was applicable for live performances of 

videos of not-so-distant period before the pandemic that were uploaded during the 

chosen period but for the online video that were made during the pandemic, only the 

comedy material, particularly the verbal and non-verbal cues from the performer, and 

the online reactions and comments of the viewers were documented and 

contextualized. The language chosen in the transcription and documentation of the 

videos and comments from social media is English and if there are performances and 

comments that used ASEAN member-state languages, these have been translated 

using Google Translate and the translation to English feature in Facebook not only 
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because it is the "most important language to learn for the increasingly mobile 

community, official language of the business and scientific world, (Schütz, 2005 in 

Rao, 2018), and facilitates the international mobility of young researchers" (Graddol, 

2006 in Rao, 2018), but also because the transcription would be easily read and 

understood alongside its analysis. 

 The full transcription is available in Appendix A, but excerpts of these along with 

analysis is in the main part, and afterwards, these were collated through a matrix that 

will serve as a summary of what has been discussed in the course of this thesis. The 

matrix looked like this: 

ASEAN Member-

State 

Stand-Up 

Comedian 

Written Material 

and Performance 

Summary of 

Reactions and 

Comments 

Member-State 1 

Comedian 1   

Comedian 2   

Member-State 2 

Comedian 1   

Comedian 2   

Member-State 3 

Comedian 1   

Comedian 2   

Member-State 4 

Comedian 1   

Comedian 2   
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Chapter IV  

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 

Selection of Social Media Platform and ASEAN Member-States 

 

Fig.1. Social Media Platforms Used (GWI, Q1 2021, in Kemp, 2021) 

 

 

Fig.2. Average Daily Time Spent Using the Internet (GWI, Q3 2020 in Kemp, 2021) 
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 One of the criteria for the selection of ASEAN member-states to be studied is 

the average of the time spent daily using the internet. In the presentation by Simon 

Kemp (2021), CEO of Kepios and chief analyst for DataReportal, companies that are 

studying social media users, he discussed first the overall average daily time spent by 

people aged sixteen (16) to sixty-four (64) years old in a survey conducted in the third 

quarter of 2020 and published in January 2021. It can be observed that five of the 

ASEAN member-states spent above the worldwide average with the Philippines 

leading with an average use of ten (10) hours and fifty-six (56) minutes, followed by 

Malaysia with nine (9) hours and seventeen (17) minutes of daily average use, then 

Indonesia with eight (8) hours and fifty-two (52) minutes, followed closely by Thailand 

with eight (8) hours and forty-four (44) minutes and lastly followed by Singapore with 

eight (8) hours and seven (7) minutes. Other member-states particularly Vietnam as 

seen in the report clocked below the world's average daily time spent in the internet 

with six (6) hours and forty-seven (47) minutes as compared with the worldwide 

average of six (6) hours and fifty-four (54) minutes.  

 

Table 1: Internet and Social Media Users in Q3 2020 

ASEAN Member States
Total Active 
Social Media 
Users (in M)

Social Media 
Users Percentage 
of Total Population 
(in %)

Annual Change 
in the Number 
of Users (in %)

Mobile 
Phone Users 
(in M)

Average 
Daily Time 
Users Aged 
16-64 Spent 
in Internet

Average 
Time Users 
Aged 16-64 
Spent in 
Social Media

Online 
Content 
Activities

Most Used 
Social Media 
Platforms

Mobile 
Application 
with the 
Most 
Number of 
Active Users

Percentage 
of Mobile 
Phone 
Users (in %)

Facebook 
Users in Any 
Mobile 
Phone (in %)

Top Youtube 
Search Queries

Myanmar 29 53.1 31.8 28.94 no data no data no data no data no data 99.8 99.8
Myanmar, Song, 
Music, Movies, 
DJ

Laos 3.6 49.1 16.1 3.58 no data no data no data no data no data 99.5 99.5
Karaoke, Tiktok, 
Doraemon, Tony 
TV

Cambodia 12 71.3 23.7 11.89 no data no data no data no data no data 99.1 99.1

Song, Remix, 
Tiktok, Remix 
2020, Khmer 
Song

Brunei 0.435 99 7.3 0.432 no data no data no data no data no data 99.3 99.3
Song, Lagu, 
Karaoke, Upin 
Ipin, Upin

Vietnam 72 73.7 10.8 71.14 6H 47M 2H 21M
Watch 
Videos 
(97%)

Youtube, 
Facebook Facebook 98.8 98.8

Phim, Nhac, 
Remix, Karaoke, 
Tiktok

Thailand 55 78.7 5.8 54.62 8H 44M 2H 48M
Watch 
Videos 
(99%)

Youtube, 
Facebook Facebook 99.3 99.3 BTS, Blackpink

Philippines 89 80.7 21.9 87.84 10H 56M 4H 15M
Watch 
Videos 
(94%)

Youtube, 
Facebook Facebook 98.7 98.7

Song, Movie, 
Tiktok, Movies, 
Karaoke

Malaysia 28 86 7.7 27.83 9H 17M 3H 1M
Watch 
Videos 
(98.1%)

Youtube, 
WhatsApp

WhatsApp 
(Facebook) 99.4 99.4

Movie, Lagu, 
Songs, Song, 
Malaysia

Indonesia 170 61.8 6.3 168.5 8H 52M 3H 14M
Watch 
Videos 
(98.5%)

Youtube, 
WhatsApp

WhatsApp 
(Facebook) 99.1 99.1

Lagu, DJ, Film, 
Cover, Karaoke

Singapore 4.96 84.4 4.3 4.9 8H 07M 2H 17M
Watch 
Videos 
(95.9%)

Youtube, 
WhatsApp

WhatsApp 
(Facebook)

98.8 98.8

Songs, 
Singapore, 
Music, Baby, 
Roblox

ASEAN Member States
Total Active 
Social Media 
Users (in M)

Social Media 
Users Percentage 
of Total Population 
(in %)

Annual Change 
in the Number 
of Users (in %)

Mobile 
Phone Users 
(in M)

Average 
Daily Time 
Users Aged 
16-64 Spent 
in Internet

Average 
Time Users 
Aged 16-64 
Spent in 
Social Media

Main 
Reasons For 
Using The 
Internet

Most 
Watched 
Online Video 
Content

Favorite 
Social Media 
Platforms

Types of 
Social Media 
Accounts 
Followed

Mobile 
Application 
with the 
Most 
Number of 
Active Users

Percentage 
of Mobile 
Phone 
Users (in %)

Facebook 
Users in Any 
Mobile 
Phone (in %)

Top Youtube 
Search Queries

Myanmar 20.75 53.1 31.8 28.94 no data no data no data no data no data no data 99.8 99.8 Myanmar, Song, 
Music, Mahar, DJ

Laos 3.8 51.1 5.6 3.58 no data no data no data no data no data no data 99.5 99.5
Karaoke, Tiktok, 
Doraemon, Tony 
TV

Cambodia 12.6 73.9 5 11.89 no data no data no data no data no data no data 98.9 98.9
Song, Remix, 
Tiktok, Remix 
2021, ABC

Brunei 0.565 116.5 18.7 0.432 no data no data no data no data no data no data 99.2 99.2
Lagu, Karaoke, 
Upin Ipin, Tiktok, 
Baby

Vietnam 76.95 78.1 6.9 71.14 6H 38M 2H 28M

Staying In 
Touch with 
Friends and 
Family (1st), 
Watching 
Videos (4th)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(6th)

Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers (2nd)

Facebook 98.8 98.8
Karaoke, Nhac, 
GAY, GAY TV 
MEDIA, MA

Thailand 56.85 81.2 3.4 54.62 9H 06M 2H 59M

Finding 
Information 
(1st), 
Watching 
Videos (3rd)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(3rd)

Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers (3rd)

Facebook 96.2 99.3 BTS, Blackpink

Philippines 92.05 82.4 3.4 87.84 10H 27M 4H 06M

Finding 
Information 
(1st), 
Watching 
Videos (4th)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(3rd)

Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers (2nd)

Facebook 98.7 98.7
Song, Movie, 
Tiktok, Movies, 
Karaoke

Malaysia 30.25 91.7 8 27.83 9H 10M 3H 2M

Finding 
Information 
(1st), 
Watching 
Videos (5th)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(3rd)

WhatsApp, 
Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers (2nd)

WhatsApp 
(Facebook) 99.4 99.4

Movie, Lagu, 
Song, Remix, DJ

Indonesia 191.4 68.9 12.6 168.5 8H 36M 3H 17M

Finding 
Information 
(1st), 
Watching 
Videos (6th)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(3rd)

WhatsApp, 
Instagram, 
Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Entertainme
nt and 
Memes 
(2nd), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers (4th)

WhatsApp 
(Facebook) 99.1 99.1

Lagu, DJ, Film, 
Karaoke, Tiktok

Singapore 5.3 89.5 6.9 4.9 7H 29M 2H 31M

Finding 
Information 
(1st), 
Watching 
Videos (5th)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(3rd)

WhatsApp, 
Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers 
(4th)Entertai
nment and 
Memes 
(5th)

WhatsApp 
(Facebook)

98.8 98.8

Songs, 
Singapore, 
Music, Baby, 
Roblox

Q3 2020

Q3 2021-early 2022
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Table 2: Internet and Social Media Users from Q3 2021-2022 

 Other criteria for the selection of social media platform and ASEAN member-

states that should be studied in relevance to the thesis are number of active users in 

social media, the most preferred social media application, top reasons for using the 

internet and social media, their interest on comedy videos, and what they usually 

search on other video streaming platforms. Though the study focuses on comedy 

videos, it would be significant to present the top searches on other video streaming 

platforms during the chosen period that would open for future studies regarding 

ASEAN people in the context of the internet and social media during the time of the 

pandemic. 

ASEAN Member States
Total Active 
Social Media 
Users (in M)

Social Media 
Users Percentage 
of Total Population 
(in %)

Annual Change 
in the Number 
of Users (in %)

Mobile 
Phone Users 
(in M)

Average 
Daily Time 
Users Aged 
16-64 Spent 
in Internet

Average 
Time Users 
Aged 16-64 
Spent in 
Social Media

Online 
Content 
Activities

Most Used 
Social Media 
Platforms

Mobile 
Application 
with the 
Most 
Number of 
Active Users

Percentage 
of Mobile 
Phone 
Users (in %)

Facebook 
Users in Any 
Mobile 
Phone (in %)

Top Youtube 
Search Queries

Myanmar 29 53.1 31.8 28.94 no data no data no data no data no data 99.8 99.8
Myanmar, Song, 
Music, Movies, 
DJ

Laos 3.6 49.1 16.1 3.58 no data no data no data no data no data 99.5 99.5
Karaoke, Tiktok, 
Doraemon, Tony 
TV

Cambodia 12 71.3 23.7 11.89 no data no data no data no data no data 99.1 99.1

Song, Remix, 
Tiktok, Remix 
2020, Khmer 
Song

Brunei 0.435 99 7.3 0.432 no data no data no data no data no data 99.3 99.3
Song, Lagu, 
Karaoke, Upin 
Ipin, Upin

Vietnam 72 73.7 10.8 71.14 6H 47M 2H 21M
Watch 
Videos 
(97%)

Youtube, 
Facebook Facebook 98.8 98.8

Phim, Nhac, 
Remix, Karaoke, 
Tiktok

Thailand 55 78.7 5.8 54.62 8H 44M 2H 48M
Watch 
Videos 
(99%)

Youtube, 
Facebook Facebook 99.3 99.3 BTS, Blackpink

Philippines 89 80.7 21.9 87.84 10H 56M 4H 15M
Watch 
Videos 
(94%)

Youtube, 
Facebook Facebook 98.7 98.7

Song, Movie, 
Tiktok, Movies, 
Karaoke

Malaysia 28 86 7.7 27.83 9H 17M 3H 1M
Watch 
Videos 
(98.1%)

Youtube, 
WhatsApp

WhatsApp 
(Facebook) 99.4 99.4

Movie, Lagu, 
Songs, Song, 
Malaysia

Indonesia 170 61.8 6.3 168.5 8H 52M 3H 14M
Watch 
Videos 
(98.5%)

Youtube, 
WhatsApp

WhatsApp 
(Facebook) 99.1 99.1

Lagu, DJ, Film, 
Cover, Karaoke

Singapore 4.96 84.4 4.3 4.9 8H 07M 2H 17M
Watch 
Videos 
(95.9%)

Youtube, 
WhatsApp

WhatsApp 
(Facebook)

98.8 98.8

Songs, 
Singapore, 
Music, Baby, 
Roblox

ASEAN Member States
Total Active 
Social Media 
Users (in M)

Social Media 
Users Percentage 
of Total Population 
(in %)

Annual Change 
in the Number 
of Users (in %)

Mobile 
Phone Users 
(in M)

Average 
Daily Time 
Users Aged 
16-64 Spent 
in Internet

Average 
Time Users 
Aged 16-64 
Spent in 
Social Media

Main 
Reasons For 
Using The 
Internet

Most 
Watched 
Online Video 
Content

Favorite 
Social Media 
Platforms

Types of 
Social Media 
Accounts 
Followed

Mobile 
Application 
with the 
Most 
Number of 
Active Users

Percentage 
of Mobile 
Phone 
Users (in %)

Facebook 
Users in Any 
Mobile 
Phone (in %)

Top Youtube 
Search Queries

Myanmar 20.75 53.1 31.8 28.94 no data no data no data no data no data no data 99.8 99.8 Myanmar, Song, 
Music, Mahar, DJ

Laos 3.8 51.1 5.6 3.58 no data no data no data no data no data no data 99.5 99.5
Karaoke, Tiktok, 
Doraemon, Tony 
TV

Cambodia 12.6 73.9 5 11.89 no data no data no data no data no data no data 98.9 98.9
Song, Remix, 
Tiktok, Remix 
2021, ABC

Brunei 0.565 116.5 18.7 0.432 no data no data no data no data no data no data 99.2 99.2
Lagu, Karaoke, 
Upin Ipin, Tiktok, 
Baby

Vietnam 76.95 78.1 6.9 71.14 6H 38M 2H 28M

Staying In 
Touch with 
Friends and 
Family (1st), 
Watching 
Videos (4th)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(6th)

Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers (2nd)

Facebook 98.8 98.8
Karaoke, Nhac, 
GAY, GAY TV 
MEDIA, MA

Thailand 56.85 81.2 3.4 54.62 9H 06M 2H 59M

Finding 
Information 
(1st), 
Watching 
Videos (3rd)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(3rd)

Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers (3rd)

Facebook 96.2 99.3 BTS, Blackpink

Philippines 92.05 82.4 3.4 87.84 10H 27M 4H 06M

Finding 
Information 
(1st), 
Watching 
Videos (4th)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(3rd)

Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers (2nd)

Facebook 98.7 98.7
Song, Movie, 
Tiktok, Movies, 
Karaoke

Malaysia 30.25 91.7 8 27.83 9H 10M 3H 2M

Finding 
Information 
(1st), 
Watching 
Videos (5th)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(3rd)

WhatsApp, 
Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers (2nd)

WhatsApp 
(Facebook) 99.4 99.4

Movie, Lagu, 
Song, Remix, DJ

Indonesia 191.4 68.9 12.6 168.5 8H 36M 3H 17M

Finding 
Information 
(1st), 
Watching 
Videos (6th)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(3rd)

WhatsApp, 
Instagram, 
Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Entertainme
nt and 
Memes 
(2nd), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers (4th)

WhatsApp 
(Facebook) 99.1 99.1

Lagu, DJ, Film, 
Karaoke, Tiktok

Singapore 5.3 89.5 6.9 4.9 7H 29M 2H 31M

Finding 
Information 
(1st), 
Watching 
Videos (5th)

Comedy/Vir
al/Meme 
(3rd)

WhatsApp, 
Facebook

People You 
Know (1st), 
Actors/Com
edians/Perfo
rmers 
(4th)Entertai
nment and 
Memes 
(5th)

WhatsApp 
(Facebook)

98.8 98.8

Songs, 
Singapore, 
Music, Baby, 
Roblox

Q3 2020

Q3 2021-early 2022
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 In order to delimit the study without developing any bias based on assumptions, 

it would be appropriate to collate earlier studies on each ASEAN member-state 

regarding internet and social media usage during the chosen period. Simon Kemp 

published country-specific reports (2021 and 2022) that covered the period of third 

quarter of 2020 up to the third quarter of 2021. Please do note that the report published 

during 2020 covered the period before the pandemic thus it is not relevant in the study. 

From the report published in 2021 containing the data of internet and social media 

users during the third quarter of 2020 (see Table 1 above), six (6) out of ten (10) 

ASEAN member-states have more detailed data, which are Vietnam, Thailand, the 

Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore, compared to the remaining four 

member-states. Though it also has significant details such as number of active social 

media users and the percentages versus each total population, the more detailed 

reports from the 6 ASEAN member-states present a comprehensive picture of what 

people are actually doing during their time with the internet and social media and how 

long do they spend time with it. Generally, people from all ASEAN member-states 

search music videos both from foreign and local artists,  Karaoke, a kind of music 

video with lyrics flashed on the screen so that the viewers could sing with it, and viral 

videos in YouTube, one of the most preferred free video streaming platform. In the 

more detailed reports from the 6 ASEAN member-states, almost all users choose to 

watch online videos. Social media too can stream videos, such as the most preferred 

social media platform as seen in the report, which is Facebook. This platform is more 

interactive than YouTube as one can express one's reaction through choosing and 

then clicking or pressing emojis or graphical representation of what the audience feel 

about the video, should one opt to not give comment regarding the viewed material.  
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The report published in 2022 (see Table 2 above) gave a more comprehensive detail 

compared to what was published during the previous year especially in the case of the 

6 ASEAN member-states as the reports do not only contain the active social media 

users and its percentage when compared to the total population of each member-state 

but also other details such as reasons for using the internet, what kind of videos most 

people watch, and the type of social media accounts people follow mostly in Facebook. 

 Watching videos remain one of the top five (5) reasons for using the internet in 

the case of Vietnam, Thailand, the Philippines, Malaysia, and Singapore. However in 

what type of videos most people watch, the results varied compared to the results 

showing the top 5 reasons for using the internet. Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, and Singapore placed comedy, viral and meme videos as the third (3rd) 

most watched videos and in social media, accounts actors, comedians, and 

performers, together with accounts by entertainment shows and memes are a few of 

the most followed accounts. 

Featured Comedians and their Videos 

 Note: Full text version of the videos are located in Appendix A though this was 

reminded in every video description below. Italicized words in paragraphs aligned 

center are the excerpts of the videos to support the following analyses. 

Annie Yang (Indonesia) 

 Annie Yang Video: This is a recorded performance of a stand-up comedian 

from Indonesia but with Chinese descend, Annie Yang. In her set, she talks about 

online dating by starting to introduce herself through her family background (See full 

text version in Appendix A) 
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Annie Yang Video Analysis 

 Annie Yang from Indonesia, picked an aspect of her personal life and played it 

with her issues on dating and on conspiracy theories about the COVID-19 virus such 

as that the vaccine made to fight the virus has microchips, which were allegedly 

developed by Bill Gates (Ullah et.al., 2021).  

Yeah, and at that time, when you have a near-dead experience, you just kind of like 

thinking about your life, your life just like flashes in front of you and then when at that 

moment, when my sister (is) choking me, I, I realized like you know, I'm sorry. I'm 

kind of like emotional every time I talk about my family. So that time, I realized that...I 

like being choked [gradual L]. So, you know right every time I have sex with a guy, 

and I, I asked him to choke me and I was like "this is what you got? [few people L] 

this is what you called 'choking'? [L---->A] My sister can do it better!" [L and A 

together] 

 The serious part was she was allegedly physically abused by her sister through 

choking and the funny part was she felt that the choking by someone whom she has 

having sex with was not that hard enough compared to what her sister has done to 

her.  

Tinder is, Tinder is an app. You can download it for free, right? It's an app for you to 

choose someone you want to ahh...fuck [few people L] It's basically a fuck app. [one 

person giggled] But I don't know if you know this but do you know that there's this 

such thing as Tinder Surprise. And you don't know right? Like I will tell you this: 

Tinder surprise...is when you match with someone you decided to meet with 

them...when you met with them, they look nothing like their profile. [small L] 

Then she shifted to her take on online dating mobile applications such as Tinder 

wherein she mentioned it as a "fuck app" or where you could meet someone just to 



LAUGHING MATTERS 33 

have sex with, and most of the pictures used for their profile are not exactly the same 

or totally different with how they look in real life.  

I was like, "Thank God, it he's not a 'Tinder Surprise'. [two people L] Oh, he's fit, He's 

good looking, I bet he has a huge dick so, so he was there. He enters the restaurant, 

he approached me...And I swear to God in my life, I never have anyone say these 

words to me. It feels magical, it feels amazing. You know like when he arrived like he 

approached me. He looked at me in my eyes and then he said, "so you are one of 

those people who believe in Corona, yeah?" {giggled a bit} What the fuck! And 

conspiracy theories?! Really?! {continues being funny about what she had told} 

[some people L]...Like, you know but I was at that time I was naive. No. Like, I was 

horny. [two people L] I was like, thinking, "you know what Annie? It doesn't matter 

what the size is, the most important thing is how he used it." Right? I was such a 

fool. [few people L] And so I was there laying you know. Just kind of like "make it 

quick..." He did [L--->C] Uh and then...I shit you not, right? Like and then when he 

just like thrust his hip like that, right? And then just kind of like his breath getting 

raggedy and then he shouts like "COVID vaccine has microchip!" [few people L] And 

I was like "what the fuck!" I had so many questions, one, like, "did he shout out every 

conspiracy theories every time he's about to come? [L] Or he's thinking about COVID 

vaccine when he...when he like five seconds he's inside me [L] 

 She built this up that she was fortunate to meet someone who is good looking 

both in the picture and in real life, but the funny or playful part is that the guy happened 

to be one of those who believe in conspiracy theories about COVID-19 virus. It could 

not be verified whether it really happened to her as interviews are not included in the 

study, but what should be focused here is how serious situations and issues were 

creatively put together to make it humorous. 
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Reggie Hasibuan (Indonesia) 

 Reggie Hasibuan Video: This is also a recorded performance of another 

stand-up comedian from Indonesia, Reggie Hasibuan, who calls himself the first 

English-speaking Indonesian stand-up comedian, in front of a live audience at the time 

of the pandemic, as can be noted in the title of the video, "Stand-up Asia! Bali, featuring 

Reggie Hasibuan. How COVID-19 is nothing compared to all viruses that are already 

in Bali..." (See full text version in Appendix A) 

Reggie Hasibuan Video Analysis 

Om swastiastu!...or if you're hiding from your parents in Java, then 

"Assalamualaikum"! [L] Some call them Indo girls, some call them local girls, I call 

them Only Fans content creator! [women only L] 

 The comedy set of Reggie Hasibuan could be relatable to the audience since it 

revolves around the culture of Bali from its traditional greeting such as Om swastiastu, 

which can be traced to Hindu traditions which is a "prayer for salvation, a word of 

thanksgiving, and a greeting" (Nurhadi et al, 2020, p.63). From where this greeting 

was discussed, it was also studied that the future motives of using this greeting were 

"self-existence and tolerance" while past motives from it were due to "internal 

encouragement, the spirit of nationality, a sense of nationalism, and the principle of 

neutrality" (Nurhadi et al, 2020, p.63). The experience of saying this inclined towards 

positive and pleasant experiences that are "feeling valued, getting new political 

relations, good treatment, sympathy and growing solidarity between people" (Nurhadi 

et al, 2020, p.63). Though Reggie mentioned that if the audiences are "hiding from 

their parents in Java, the greeting should be 'Assalamualaikum'." in which the 

audience laughed. The context here is that the dominant religion in Java is Islam, with 

its history of its dominance in an article by van der Kroef (1961). Then he turned his 
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attention to the women wherein despite they are called "Indo or local girls," he would 

still call them "OnlyFans content creator," to which the women laughed. OnlyFans is a 

mobile application or a website that serves as an internet content subscription service, 

wherein a content creator, through live streaming videos, can earn money from users 

as audiences, or "fans" who subscribe to their content on a monthly basis (Jankowicz, 

2020, 5th para.). In the context of Indonesia, this became popular among sex workers 

amid draconian Pornography Law that made women earn "pretty good money" during 

the pandemic ("Ronny" in an interview by Azwar, 2021).  

Ladies and gentlemen! My name is Reggie Hasibuan and I am the first English-

speaking comedian from this country! [C] And it's not easy you know, becoming 

comedian because I got stereotype(d) all the time. I was in Singapore and you know 

I also addressed my nation, like "Indonesiaa! make some noiiiise!" And the only 

applause I got were from the dishwashers [L] Even there, they were applauding 

awkwardly [L] They were like: {acting out the dishwashers by clapping slowly and 

softly with a facial expression equivalent of someone confused} [L] {then still acting 

out as dishwasher talking to another} "Bro...bro...bro, indo bro, indo bro!" [L--->C----

>L] {then shifted to fellow dishwasher as if replying} "oh yeah! what is he doing on 

stage? [L] He should be here with us washing dishes! [L] Very not appropriate!...Not 

appropriate!" [L] (When) I was in Malaysia, the same thing! They asked me, "hey! 

where are you from?" I answered honestly, "Indonesia!" {then he shifted to the one 

who is asking as he replied} "Ohhh! Indon! {laughing mockingly} Wash my caar! 

Clean my toileets! Nurse my dying grandmaa!" [L] Look, I am mistaken for a maid! I 

am not a maid! I am a comedian! You know what is the difference between a 

comedian and a maid? Maid makes more money! [L] 
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 Then he shifted to his experience of racial discrimination even by his fellow 

Indonesians by playing something out of his observed expression from Indonesians in 

a restaurant whom he acted out by clapping slowly and looking confused and imagined 

conversations by Indonesians stating that Reggie should step down the stage and join 

them washing the dishes. He then shared another experience wherein a Malaysian 

allegedly mistaken him as a maid and told him to wash the dishes, the car, and clean 

the house after learning that he was an Indonesian. The funny part was while he was 

initially stating that there is a big difference between a maid and a comedian, that big 

difference that he was really talking about is the maid earning more than a comedian.  

But after travelling here and there, now I'm in Bali, ladies and gentlemen! [C]...And 

Bali is crazy! You guys are crazy coz' you don't give a shit about COVID! {shrieks in 

awe} [C] And I understand because you guys got more important problems to take 

care of! [L] yeah!...like Herpes, Syphilis, Gonorrhea, Chlamydia, AIDS! [continuous L] 

I understand, I understand, yeah! when COVID comes hahaha!...Take a number! 

[L]...I think...I think...when COVID first hit Bali, she had to give respect to the more 

senior diseases already in the island [L] So COVID be like {started acting out as if 

COVID is introducing oneself in a flirty manner} "Hello! I'm newww! I'm Corona, call 

me Rona!" {then winked} [L] And AIDS be like "Holy shit! I've used to be the hotshot 

but look at me now! [L] All right....rookie, rookie...newbie...over here...You're 

new...you're big deal I know you're lethal...yeah yeah...but to where do we play here 

in Bali is that we are territorial. [L] All right? [L]  So the places where the people are 

fucking, you leave them to me. [L] So you leave Canggu alone [L] and put ah...{he 

burst in small laughter thus breaking his act then returned to it} [then L] 

However...there is one place in Bali where the people are not fucking as much and 

they still deserve to die...so Ubud is yours. [L] We all can reduce those vegan." [L] 
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 Then he shifted to greeting the audiences as he was warmly welcomed in Bali, 

but again played it by saying that this part in Indonesia doesn't care about COVID due 

to the attendance of the live show amid the pandemic. Then dug deeper by saying that 

he understands this because of the other problems they take care of such as AIDS 

and other sexually transmitted diseases or STDs. In the context of Bali, the high 

infections of these STDs are due to hygiene practices and the activities by sex workers 

(Reed, et.al. 2001, p.46). Reggie made another funny part by stating that the virus are 

"territorial" and the districts where "fucking is high" such as in Canggu would be for the 

STDs and the COVID-19 would be in Ubud, where "people is not fucking as much by 

still they deserve to die" because they are vegan. In tourist articles and video blogs, 

Canggu and Ubud are considered rivals in tourism as these are the two of the most 

visited places in Bali (LukeLifeCharms, 2020). The difference is that Canggu is for 

those who seek night life, beaches, international establishments whereas Ubud is for 

those who seek local cultures with a vibe inclined to nature compared to Canggu which 

developments are towards modernization as explained in pros and cons of staying in 

these two places by tourist vlogger named LukeLifeCharms (2020). 

Nigel Ng (Malaysia) 

 Nigel Ng Video # 1: A Tiktok video posted in Facebook. Published in the first 

of April, widely known as April Fools' Day when jokes and pranks are traditionally done, 

Nigel announced that he lost his sense of taste and smell, which apparently is also 

one of the symptoms of COVID-19 during the initial stages of the pandemic. (See full 

text version in Appendix A) 

Nigel Ng Video # 1 Analysis 

 British food is known for its reputation that is "used to be plainness: vegetables 

and meat without the sauces except for the ubiquitous brown gravy, fish and chips---
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the first convenience food---and an endless variety of desserts and puddings...the rule 

of thumb behind much English thinking about food seems to have been that everyone 

knew how to cook a joint of meat or a chop, that elaborate sauces were meant to 

disguise poor quality and the real proof that hosts loved their guests was manifest in 

the traditional tarts, pies and confections often elaborately decorated with whipped 

cream, flaked chocolate, hundreds and thousands of glace fruits and nuts." (Jones, 

2003, pp.210-211). Nigel, born and raised in Kuala Lumpur but currently based in 

London (Thomas, 2021), played with this by making the notable symptoms of being 

infected with COVID-19, which are the loss of taste and smell as the setup and this 

reputation of British food as the funny part. 

 Nigel Ng Video # 2: An old video of Nigel's performance with live audiences 

that was re-published on social media during the time of the pandemic about Asian 

parents' non-belief on allergies.  

Nigel Ng Video # 2 Analysis 

 Nigel reposted this video as to reminisce that this became viral during the 

previous year. Most reactions chosen in the video posted was the laughing face 

reaction and most comments from the viewers could relate to the situation where the 

beliefs of their parents, even if it were not true, shall still govern, such as in the case 

of the set of Nigel wherein his parents don't believe in allergies.  

For street food? If you eat a peanut and die, we just pack our shit and {acts out riding 

a bicycle} cycle away! [L] {then acts out as his father} "Oh shit, leave the chopsticks, 

let's go son!" [L] {Then he shifted back as himself} "Why is he on the floor daddy? 

{shifted back as his father} "He's just taking a nap, man!" [L] "Who gives a fuck?" [L] 

{shifted back as himself as narrator} Asian parents don't even believe in food 

allergies, man. [few L] right? My parents don't believe in that shit. You tell parents 
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you have a peanut allergy they'll be like {acting out as a typical Asian parent} "no, no, 

no, no, no, no such thing" [few L] "They're only strong people {pointing one side of 

the audience to draw division}, and then there are weak people {pointing to the 

opposite side}" [L] "How can you be a man if a peanut fucks you up?" [L] "If peanut 

kill my son, I have no son, alright?" [L]..."walk it off, pussy!" [L] "And what the fuck is 

gluten?" [L] 

 More than the case of allergies, it can be observed that the playful or funny part 

is the stereotypical image of Asian parenting or "tiger parenting", which is "excessively 

controlling, harsh and demanding unquestioning obedience with little to no concern for 

the child's needs, wishes, or emotional being" (Juang, 2013). However, studies 

focused on Chinese American, Mainland Chinese, Korean American, and Hmong 

American families (Cheah et al 2013, Kim et al 2013, Way et al 2013, Choi et al, 2013, 

Lamborn et al, 2013, Supple et al, 2013, mentioned in Juang, 2013, 4th para.) showed 

otherwise as collectively, these studies show that "although tiger parenting exists 

among Asian-heritage families, it is not common and it is not linked to the best child 

outcomes. Asian-heritage parenting has variation of being beyond strict, controlling, 

and demanding high academic achievement of their children" (Juang, 2013, 4th para.). 

These studies also show that they are "warm, supportive, and loving toward their 

children" (Juang, 2013, 4th para.). 

 Nigel Ng Video # 3: This is the first impression of Nigel as a fictional character, 

Uncle Roger, a middle-aged Cantonese uncle who worked in real estate, and was 

initially conceptualized by his fellow comedian, Evelyn Mok (Thomas, 2021). Since 

then, he reviews different kinds of food, mostly Asian and their equivalents in other 

parts of the world, as this fictional character. (See full text version in Appendix A) 
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Nigel Ng Video # 3 Analysis 

Nigel: {as Uncle Roger} My name is Uncle Roger. Today, I will review white people's 

favorite type of rice. {shows a product in front of the camera} Uncle Ben's Instant 

Microwave bullshit! This flavor is spicy Mexican. {looking at the package} I think it's 

OK. {looks at the camera} Uncle Roger like spicy and Uncle Roger loove Mexicans. 

{looking at the product again then faces the camera} But why is this rice in pouch? 

Asians we don't buy rice in pouch. {then shows off a sack filled with rice} We always 

buy the big sacks. 10 kilos. So nice, so big. You slap (it), so satisfying. {slaps the 

sack} Sometimes I sleep next to the rice {caressing the sack like a pillow} after my 

wife left. {made a sigh then next scene, he holds the product for review again} 

 Nigel played with the culture of eating rice in the context of the western 

countries and in the context of Asians. First, it can be observed in the quantity of rice 

taken that the western version is contained in pouch while for Asians, as portrayed, 

rice are contained in sacks. Viewers who have profiles identified from ASEAN 

countries commented that their rice bag is twice the size of what Nigel has shown and 

what they buy is twice the weight that Nigel mentioned. Do note that rice is the 

dominant staple of Southeast Asia, which adapts to different ecological niches 

(Esterik, 2008). Viewers could also relate through comments to the microwaveable 

rice of the western version that it also "tastes awful." His jokes on Uncle Roger being 

left by his ex-wife has a ring of truth to it as Nigel told a fellow content creator that he 

was divorced (Thomas, 2021). 

 Nigel Ng Video # 4: Nigel as Uncle Roger explains how to cook rice using rice 

cooker. This is the first video of him as Uncle Roger that garnered more than a million 

views. (See full text version in Appendix A) 
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Nigel Ng Video # 4 Analysis 

Proper Asian use(s) rice cooker. {shows off a rice cooker and opens the lid then cut 

to scene that a rice is poured onto the rice bowl} Step one: pour the rice in the rice 

bowl. {cut scene to rice was shown being washed} Step two: wash the rice {cut 

scene to using finger to measure water level} Step three: use finger to measure 

water. {cut scene to Nigel putting back the rice bowl to the cooker} Now put it back in 

rice cooker and press play {he pressed a button to start the rice cooker and a 

starting tune played similar to the Alphabet song signaling the start of its operation, 

then cut scene to Nigel waiting for the cooker to finish} Let rice cooker handle the 

cooking. Now you have time to think about your sad life, {camera zooms to Nigel} 

why do people you love always leave you {made a sigh then video turned black and 

white while this scene was done, then cut scene to another tune played from the 

cooker signaling that it is done} Now rice is ready, open the rice cooker, and fluff the 

rice. {camera focuses on the rice bowl while Nigel is mixing the rice} Oh my God so 

nice so satisfying...better than sex. 

 Still related with the culture of rice in the context of Asians, Nigel as Uncle Roger 

made an instructional video of how to cook rice using rice cooker in an informative yet 

humorous manner such as using of finger to measure water level, then shifted to 

thinking about one's sad life while letting the rice cooker "handle the cooking" and 

mixing the rice which he as Uncle Roger considers more satisfying than sex. Viewers 

of Asian profile commented that they relate with the process of cooking rice while those 

from western countries, were amazed with the technique when they tried it for the first 

time.  

 Nigel Ng Video # 5: Nigel as Uncle Roger continues to review of different foods 

in a comical manner, mostly of Asian, done by other people outside Asia such as this 
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video of his review of a famous cuisine from Thailand which is Thai Green Curry that 

was done by a British chef, Jamie Oliver. It is a split screen setup of the original video 

of Jamie Oliver creating the said cuisine alongside the comment by Nigel playing as 

Uncle Roger. This is one of the videos that garnered most number of views compared 

to his other videos as Uncle Roger with ten million (10M) views in the social media 

platform, Facebook. (See full text version in Appendix A) 

Nigel Ng Video # 5 Analysis 

 Jamie Oliver is known for having been "criticized for his interpretation of various 

dishes, including his take on the West African dish Jollof rice in 2014 and Jamaican 

jerk rice in 2018" (Mathew, 2022, 2nd para.) and in 2020 was regularly criticized by 

Nigel Ng as Uncle Roger starting with the "all wrong" egg fried rice (Mathew, 2022, 

3rd para.) and then the above-featured video criticizing his interpretation of Thai Green 

Curry as it is allegedly far from being authentic.  

"A pinch of salt, lid on, top medium heat, happy days." {then Nigel reacts as the 

screen splits again} No no no not happy day, no. You don't have rice cooker. It's sad 

day for Uncle Roger. {back to Jamie's video explaining he will make a paste while 

peeling a thumb-sized piece of ginger, using his thumb as reference, Nigel was 

shown again briefly, shaking his head} Haiyaa, ginger wrong! use Galangal! 

Galangal! {repeated with echo} Nobody use ginger for Thai green curry. Nobody! 

{back to Jamie's video putting the ginger to food processor, intently replaying the 

scene, then Nigel reacted first with a sigh} 

 Aside from the usual tirades, it can be also observed that Nigel is familiar with 

the authentic ingredients of Thai Green Curry as he mentioned to use Galangal instead 

of Ginger. Viewers identified themselves as Thai commented that it is their first time 

to see a Thai Green Curry served with mushrooms, which garnered laugh reactions 
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as well, aside from the video itself. Recently, Jamie Oliver hired "cultural appropriation 

specialists" to make sure he would not commit past mistakes by offending people of 

certain cultures (Mathew, 2022). 

Harith Iskander (Malaysia) 

 Harith Iskander Video # 1: Harith acts as a journalist at the White House 

interviewing then US President Donald Trump regarding the COVID-19. He is not 

actually interviewing the President, he edits the video clip from a press conference as 

if the President is answering the questions from Harith as a journalist. (See full text 

version in Appendix A) 

Harith Iskander Video # 1 Analysis 

Harith: {cutting again} Could you say that again please? 

Trump: {that part replayed again but with a fuller version} "...the germ has gotten so 

brilliant, that the antibiotic can't keep up with it, and the constantly trying to come up 

with a new...people would go to a hospital and they catch, they go for a heart 

operation, that's no problem..." {cut scene to Harith is shown taking notes then 

returned to the video} "...but they end up dying from...from...problems...you know the 

problems I'm talking about?" 

Harith: No! No...I don't know the problem that you're talking about. 

Trump: {video played again} "ah...there's a whole genius to it. We are fighting not 

only as a hidden, it's very smart, okay? it's invisible. and it's hidden. But it's...it's very 

smart." 

Harith: So, it's invisible, it's hidden, and it's very smart...everything you are not. 

Thank you very much Mr. President! 

Trump: {just audio being played as outro} "I want to find a friendly reporter!" 
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 The original video of former US President Donald Trump inserted by Harith was 

a press conference wherein Trump "confused the viral disease with a bacterial 

infection which could be treated with antibiotics" (report by Cockburn of Independent 

UK, 2020, 1st para.). Most reactions in the video are laughing face reactions while 

comments are mixed ranging from bashing Harith and supporting the ridicule on 

Trump. 

 Harith Iskander Video # 2: Harith again acts as the journalist as same as the 

first video interviewing US President Donald Trump but this time about another issue 

during the pandemic which is the use of masks. Same setup as the first video was 

executed in this sketch. (See full text version in Appendix A) 

Harith Iskander Video # 2 Analysis 

Trump: {his interview video being played} "You know you can use a scarf. A scarf is 

everybody...ah a lot of people have {the error tone of a computer operating system 

was played while Harith was shown wearing a scarf while writing to what Trump 

says} scarfs and you can use a scarf. Scarf would be very good. And I, my feeling is 

that people wanted to do it, they certainly no harm to it {then same tone was played 

while Harith was shown wearing another scarf this time it's sort of a Niqab for Muslim 

girls} and ah, I would say that you do it but use a scarf if you want {Harith was shown 

again wearing another type while the tone of a dial-up connection process was being 

played} you know rather than going out in getting a mask or whatever, we'll making 

millions and millions of masks {Harith was then shown wearing a Spiderman mask 

while a funny tune was played} but we wanted to go to ahh hospitals and one of the 

things that Dr. Fauci told me today is that we don't want them competing, we don't 

want everybody competing with the hospitals where you really need them {a cricket 

sound was played while Harith was shown wearing a Captain America mask} so you 
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can use scarfs, you can use something else to cover your face. Doesn't have to be a 

mask {Harith was shown using a women's bra as a mask while the tune of a sci-fi 

drama series was being played} but it's not ideal at least for, or a period of time. I 

mean eventually you not gonna want to do that, you not gonna have to do that, this 

is going to be...gone. It'll be gone. Hopefully gone for a long time." 

Harith: {in sarcasm} Gone for a long time, Mr. President? Well, we wish you all the 

best. Oh. You mean the Corona Virus? Of course, of course {then looks at the 

camera} 

 Same format as video # 1 but this time former US President Donald Trump was 

asked regarding shortage of face masks and "suggested that it's possible to use 

scarves instead" (in a report by Sprunt, 2020, 1st para.). In the above-quoted fact-

checking report, the CDC website does say that face mask may be reserved for health 

care workers and that people who fall in the category of needing a mask at home "may 

need to improvise by using a scarf or bandana" (Sprunt, 2020, 1st para.). Again, the 

dominating reactions for this video is the laughing face while comments were mixed 

but more of in support for Harith. 

 Harith Iskander Video # 3: Harith acts as a deputy minister and says 

something in the context of the recent cigarette (called rokok in Malaysian) vs alcohol 

(spelled in the page as alkohol) ban. (See full text version in Appendix A) 

Harith Iskander Video # 3 Analysis 

 The National Security Council of Malaysia declared that alcoholic beverages 

and cigarettes are both non-essential but only cigarettes are allowed to be sold during 

the period of the lockdown or what they call in Malaysia as Movement Control Order 

or MCO period to "cater to the needs of those with a smoking addiction" as per 

announcement by Deputy Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Minister Datuk Rosol 
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Wahid as documented in an article by Amar Shah Mohsen (2021, 5th-7th para.). He 

added that "we can't stop its sale, otherwise there will be problems. Only smokers will 

understand. Without cigarettes, it will be a huge burden for them" (in Mohsen 2021, 

11th para.) It was also mentioned in the article that Malaysia collected RM3.94B in sin 

tax from cigarettes and tobacco compared to RM1.92B from alcoholic beverages in 

2017.  

Apa dia? (Malay for "what is that?") Alcohol? Ahh. Alcohol categorized by the 

National Security Council (MKN) as non-essential. Therefore...banned! Ahh. Tak 

boleh jual (Malay for "can't sell" or "not allowed to sell")...is banned. Kenot! Kenot! 

(Cannot). Lagi pun (Malay for "even though") alcohol is no good for the SOP, 

because when people the drinking drinking, then they come out, suddenly, they love-

love everybody. They see their friend, they want to hug the friend {acting out a 

hugging movement} "I love you brother...ooh you are like my brudder!" Tak boleh! 

(Malay for "can not!") Patah S.O.P.! (Malay for "S.O.P. is broken/foiled") The SOP is 

broken! Tak boleh! One meter! Must keep away! (talking about social distancing) 

hah. Any other question? {same gesture as the first question was done} Um? 

Cigarette? Rokok? Ah. Rokok is also non-essential. Tapi (Malay for "but") boleh jual 

(Malay for "can sell" or "allowed to sell") Ahh. Why? Because it's essential to the 

cigarette addict! Ahaaa...You don't know, if you are not a smoker...you will 

understand. Do you smoke? Ah, you don't smoke! Where you from? Ah. Perlis. No 

wonder, lah! Haha! You don't know, cigarette addict. They must get the cigarette. If 

they don't get, it will be a problem. Tak dapat rokok, (Malay for "can't smoke"; he is 

telling if the addict could not smoke,) suddenly, like {acting out as if the addict is 

shivering to a fever} Geram je *bunyi moto (Malay for "sounding like a motorcycle") 

Tak boleh! We must look after our addicted rakyat! We must take care of them. Lagi 
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pun if you have no cigarette...then the rakyat? What happen to them? Hah, what will 

happen? They will turn to heroin! Macam mana tu? Macam mana tu? (Malay for 

"How is that?")... 

...Ah...{talking to a fictional person asking} apa dia? Do I smoke? Eh...it's not about 

me...it's not about me...I'm not important myself. It's about the rakyat. The rakyat we 

must look after them. Ah..so I think...macam ni (Malay for "like this")...kalau apa 

apa...if there is nothing else, I nak pergi roko...roko...roku...zen {about to take out a 

cigarette in his pocket but opted to mention that he will go to a Japanese restaurant} 

My friend's restaurant. 

 The playful or funny part that Harith did was telling first that smokers might turn 

to heroin, another addictive substance should they stop smoking, and then acting out 

as if he is a closet cigarette addict, giving a hint to the viewers that the said policy was 

allegedly self-serving. Comments from viewers are mixed from serious insights 

regarding the matter and being entertained with how Harith played with the issue. 

 Harith Iskander Video # 4: Harith plays the same role but this time called this 

"Minister of Explanation" as translated from the word "Menteri Explanasi" in the 

description video and the context here is about a Deputy Minister or Timbalan Menteri 

in Malay as written in the video description who "allegedly" did an online Nikah 

ceremony in a virtual setup particularly through a video call from a Masjid in Golok, 

Thailand (Iskander, 2021). It is further explained in the video description that the not 

only is the Nikah not recognized by Malaysian authorities, but even Thai Muslim 

authorities don't sanction it (Iskander, 2021). (See full text version in Appendix A) 

Harith Iskander Video # 4 Analysis 

 As mentioned above, a Deputy Minister or Timbalan Menteri "allegedly" did an 

online Nikah ceremony in a virtual setup particularly through a video call from a Masjid 
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in Golok, Thailand (Iskander, 2021). It is further explained in the video description that 

the not only is the Nikah not recognized by Malaysian authorities, but even Thai 

Muslim authorities don't sanction it (Iskander, 2021). The Narathiwat Islamic Council 

in Thailand denied that a Malaysian politician with a 'Datuk' title had his marriage to 

his third wife solemnized (akad nikah) online despite unofficial reports and a video 

showing the online ceremony that became viral on social media platforms (report by 

Abdullah, 2021). The Spanish Fly that was fondly mentioned by Harith was about the 

health minister of Malaysia "mistook the deadly Spanish Flu of 1918 for 'Spanish Fly' 

during a health talk at Universiti Putra Malaysia" (from a report by Danial Martinus, 

2021, 1st para.). It was mentioned in the same article that Spanish Fly is a popular 

aphrodisiac, which then gave a clear picture of the reason for ridicule by internet and 

social media users.  

But I repeat it, it shouldn't have happened. What? Why Nikah right now during this 

time when the entire country is struggling, orang yang tak da makan, tak da nasi, 

and why Nikah in the first place? Ini you kena salahkan Spanish Fly. (Malay for, "it's 

your fault, Spanish Fly"). 

 Harith played as the Minister getting involved with the incident by playing with 

the official statement of the Minister that it was a private matter (Free Malaysia Today, 

2021) through stating the difference of online, or using the internet, and on-line, or 

using the phone, and then blaming it on the Spanish Fly. Comments from the viewers 

are mostly of entertained and contributing to the content such as one said that the 

career of the comedians are in danger because politicians in Malaysia are getting 

funnier without trying hard. 
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 Harith Iskander Video # 5: Harith again plays as the Minister of Explanation 

as he comment regarding the issue of prohibiting one taking a video during the 

vaccination process. (See full text version in Appendix A) 

Harith Iskander Video # 5 Analysis 

 The public was not allowed to record themselves when receiving the vaccine 

jab, and only allowed to take photographs at an allocated photo booth in the 

vaccination center or PPV after the process. From the same article, two days after 

during an evening meeting, it was approved by Science, Technology, and Innovation 

Minister Khairy Jamaluddin that people are "now allowed to record and take pictures 

as proof they have received a full vaccine jab", and the "showing of syringe filled with 

the right quantity of vaccine by medical officers will also continue" (in a report by Yusof 

and Krishnan, 2021,1st-3rd para.). Since the decision was made later in the day,  

Menteri petang-cakap lain? ("Why, confused? What is that 'confused'? Why do 

Deputy Minister said something in the morning then the Minister said something 

another in the afternoon?" in Malay) This is not Kompusing! The reason the 

Timbalan Menteri said one thing in the morning and the Menteri said another thing in 

the afternoon, (is) if you don't want to take a video selfie selfie, you go vaccine in the 

morning! If you want to take a video selfie selfie, you vaccine in the afternoon! Apa 

yang kompuse?! {laughs in jest} Tak...boleh...senang aje...("Not...can...it's fun" in 

Malay) 

 Harith acting out as a Minister played with the news announcing that those who 

want to take pictures or video of themselves should be vaccinated in the afternoon 

while those who are not into taking pictures or video should be vaccinated in the 

morning. Comments range from serious insights about the matter to contributing funny 

comments to the content. 
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 Harith Iskander Video # 6: Harith again plays as the "Minister of Explanation" 

and this time the issue is about the Minister who resigned along with the rest of the 

cabinet yet assures to the public that he will continue to serve Malaysia (Iskander, 

2021). (See full text version in Appendix A) 

Harith Iskander Video # 6 Analysis 

 Malaysian Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin stepped down on his post along 

with his cabinet after "months of political turmoil culminated in the loss of his majority, 

but his resignation is likely to open another chapter of instability in the absence of any 

obvious successor." However, since there is no successor yet, the king of Malaysia, 

Al-Sultan Abdullah, appointed Muhyiddin as the "caretaker prime minister" until a 

replacement is found but without a definite timeline because the King believed that the 

election is not the best option amid pandemic. (in a report by Chu, Latiff and Lee, 2021, 

1st, 3rd and 4th para.).  

Harith: ...Jadi mulai sekarang kita semua tak da kerja ("So from now on, we all can't 

work" in Malay) Apa dia? ("What's that" in Malay) Oooh. ya ya. Kecuali the PM. Dia 

dapat kerjabaru. ("He got a new job" in Malay). Kalau dulu, dia PM...sekarang dia, 

care-taker PM ("In the past he is the PM...now, he is care-taker PM" in Malay). Tapi 

for me, Menteri yang biasa. no job, tak da kerja. ("But for me, the Minister, as usual, 

no job, no job." in Malay). Jadi ("So" in Malay), if anything happens, don't ask me. I 

wasn't there. It wasn't me. Ahh. Apa dia? What am I going to do now that I resign? 

Ooohhh...you donno...you donno...I am going to terus berkhidmat untuk Malaysia 

("continue to serve for Malaysia" in Malay). I want to make sure that Malaysia is No. 

1! That is why I download the Pop-Cat-Klick. Ahh...Dengan ("With" in Malay) 

popcatclick, we must make sure Malaysia is No. 1. We must beat Thailand and 
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Taiwan! Don't disturb me. I got very many thing to do. {then acting as if getting busy 

with Popcatclick in his phone} 

Harith acted out as the former prime minister and played with this fact by promising to 

make Malaysia number one...in popcat.click, a game wherein it will count the number 

of clicks of an image of a cat with a mouth that can be animated through clicks, per 

users per country. The author also tried this game and upon research of the site, Hong 

Kong remains top of the most number of clicks consisting of 121.9B. The Philippines 

garnered as per the date of access, 2.6B clicks (PopCat, 2022). 

Chris Raufeisen (Thailand) 

 Chris Raufeisen Video: Chris Raufeisen is a Thai and American stand-up 

comedian living in Bangkok and is also a producer of live comedy shows, a podcast, 

and comedy artwork, as posted in his official Facebook page. (Raufeisen, n.d.). In this 

video he gives funny comments on some of the interesting items while shopping in 

Thailand. (See full text version in Appendix A) 

Chris Raufeisen Video Analysis 

Ayt, moving on, there is a bag I came across at the flea market, this is a Dasida bag. 

{a picture of the mentioned bag was shown next, same format} Uhm, this bag is a 

gold mine. Dasida is the fuckin holy trinity of random Asian knockoff bullshit, ok? You 

got your Adidas letters rearranged to say... "Dasida," with two Pumas on top, jumpin' 

towards a Converse All-Star...and underneath it says "Success For Everything" And 

it even comes with straps, so you can like, you know, handle your failure. 

Southeast Asia is the fastest rising destination in the world when it comes to counterfeit 

goods as there were 66 intercepted shipments in 2014 to 299 in 2018, and in 2019, it 

was "expected to show around over 400 counterfeit goods shipments destined for 

Southeast Asia" with the Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam as the biggest 
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destination markets, and with Singapore being the largest of all over the last 5 years 

probably due to being the "largest transshipment port in the world and a well-known 

node in global illicit trade" (The Economist Intelligence Unit 2018 in Redfearn, 2020, 

4th para.). This is probably one of the reasons why there were a lot of interesting items 

featured by the comedian found in flea markets where Chris is currently based.  

Ahh, next up, we got an exciting collaboration between Under Armour and Diickiee's! 

{a photo of boxers with a logo of Under Armour and Dickies put together, was 

shown} Alright, nothing says "I'm athletic, blue collar and an immigrant" more than 

these boxers. These are perfect if you are...wanna like play football, and when you're 

done, you can cut the grass on the field, or if you wanna like run a forty-yard dash at 

a Home Depot, alright, or low-key these are perfect for sneaking into America. Also, 

perfect for tailgating an Oakland Raiders game and fighting in a Wendy's parking lot 

later at night...at least for testing, boys. Oversized Free Bird Gangster T-Shirt, 

switchblade, not included. 

 The brands Under Armour and Dickie's mentioned has separate cultural 

contexts regarding to what the comedian said about being "athletic, blue-collar, and 

immigrant". Under Armour is the "originator of performance apparel-sportswear 

engineered to keep athletes cool, dry, and light throughout the course of a game, 

practice, or workout," and invested to gain high brand recognition from both 

professional athletes and local communities through aggressive marketing and 

advertising (Tighe, 2022, 2nd para.). Dickie's has this reputation of one of the world's 

biggest workwear manufacturers and then became a piece of gang wear popular in 

Los Angeles predominantly worn by Crips and Crip-affiliates, though the signature 

khaki colored chinos were neutral so other gang members belonging to Latin gangs 

(Cruz, 2015, 2nd para.).  
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Last on our shit list today is ah...Odioos {a photo of a product showing a distorted 

classic logo of Adidas with the words Odioos} If you wanna dress like the handyman 

at a Filipino prison, this Odioos is for you. Clearly, a ripoff of Adidas with the four 

leaves and two stripes. Uhm, Adidas stands for "All Day I Dream About Sports." I 

wonder what Odioos could stand for..."Our Dog Is Out Of Semen"..."Oriental Devils 

in Obscure Off brain Shorts"...or maybe uhm "One Day I'll Own Original 

Sportswear"...perfect. 

 The popularity of foreign fashion and athletic brands subjected to counterfeit 

(or an attempt of these thereof) that were featured in the video of Chris can be linked 

to the "athleisure" as prevalent theme of fashion in ASEAN wherein consumers also 

care about looking good during their workouts, making sports and styles become 

inseparable (Yuen, 2018,15th para.). 

Chris Wright (Thailand) 

 Chris Wright Video: This is one of Chris Wright's instructional videos on 

English speaking for Thai people infused with humorous scenes to make learning it 

interesting. (See full text version in Appendix A) 

Chris Wright Video Analysis 

Boss: Don't forget guys, it is good online etiquette to turn on your cameras. {Chris 

then explains in Thai the meaning of "etiquette", and it entails making eye contact 

regardless if meetings are held face to face or online} 

Boss: Remember, you need to have manners at this company. 

Office Lady: Yes, I have many man! {Chris then explains in Thai that "etiquette" and 

"manners" have the same meaning} 

Chris Wright, aside from being a comedian, is also an English teacher serving for Thai 

people. In this case, it talks about what to do and say during online meetings, 
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especially during the time of pandemic wherein social gatherings, may it be for 

pleasure or for business are not allowed to prevent the spread of the virus.  

Lady at the background: Michael! Why didn't you flush the toilet? 

Boss: {yelling at her} Not right now! I'm in a professional meeting! 

Lady at the background: Why didn't you flush the toilet? {then the boss went to her 

resulting to his real attire being shown consisting of coat, tie, and shorts} 

Boss: Can't you see I'm talking to my employees! 

Lady: You're not wearing any pants! 

Boss: {pushing the lady out} We'll talk about this later! {then returning to the 

meeting} Some people! Am I right?! 

 While this is purely intended to be an instructional video on how to speak in 

English during online meetings, humor is used to make it interesting such as the point 

of the boss to his employees for being professional, but the funny part is he himself is 

not professional on how he wears his business attire and how he also acts at home. 

Alex Calleja (the Philippines) 

 Alex Calleja Video # 1: Alex reminded everyone of maintaining proper hygiene 

with the specific ways instructed by the government at the height of the pandemic. 

During the video, he demonstrated the time spent in washing should be as long as 

singing the traditional "Happy Birthday" song, but with a twist...again (See full text 

version in Appendix A) 

Alex Calleja Video # 1 Analysis 

Alex: {situated himself in front of a faucet; talking in front of a camera} Guys, 

ngayong panahon ng may Corona Virus, sabi ng mga eksperto, dapat proper 

washing, 20 seconds, at sabayan mo ng "Happy Birthday" {pertaining to the 

traditional song}, kaya gagawin natin 'yan {then proceeds with the washing by 
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opening the faucet to apply soap and water then closing the faucet to save water, 

then starts singing "Happy Birthday" in a faster than traditional tempo of the song; 

after singing it twice, the camera focused on the dishes as he is done washing and 

proceeds to speak again in an instructional manner}Ayan, tapos na yung isang plato. 

Ngayon naman, susunod na plato 

 Most comedy materials by Alex are related to his life as a married man and a 

father, and this time, he made a play between the recommended practice of proper 

hygiene by the Department of Health in the Philippines of washing at least 20 seconds 

while singing the "Happy Birthday" song in traditional tempo that serves as a guide if 

one has done washing for 20 seconds (Department of Health Philippines, 2020), and 

the washing of dishes, a household chore usually done by a wife, was considered 

funny as it is in the social stigma that men should not be subordinate to their wives 

(Migliaccio, 2001 in Iso, 2017). 

 Alex Calleja Video # 2: Alex shoots a basketball lesson (pun not intended). 

Since most of the time people are staying at home due to the pandemic, even activities 

such as physical exercises are done at home. Alex capitalized this by doing a parody 

of a typical basketball instructional video. One of the episodes that will be featured in 

the study is his lesson on stealing the ball. (See full text version in Appendix A) 

Alex Calleja Video # 2 Analysis 

Alex: {sported a basketball outfit} Hello there! I am Alex Calleja and welcome to 

Basketball 101! I am here with my assistant, Rico, and today, I am going to teach 

you how to steal the ball. Watch and learn! Let's go! 

{already in position, Rico is dribbling the ball, and Alex plays defense} I am playing 

defense! And this is how you steal the ball! {Rico stopped dribbling to secure the ball, 
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then Alex held out a bolo knife, then Rico ran away without the ball, resulting to Alex 

getting the ball} And that's how you steal the ball! 

 The setup here is that he as a basketball coach who is expected to do an 

instructional video that will teach how to steal a ball from an opponent in a manner that 

is allowed by the traditional rules of basketball. The funny part is that his approach is 

likened to a criminal robbing money from a victim as shown in how he held out a deadly 

weapon through a form of a bolo knife. In the Philippines, a person involved in robbery 

usually holds out a large knife or a gun threatening the victim to be harmed or killed if 

any valuable possession of the victim would not be surrendered to the robber (in the 

case of People of the Philippines vs. Doinog and Cortez, 2000 in LawPhil Project, 

2000). Alex further emphasized that it was a criminal act by capping it off through 

stating that the next lesson would be escaping from prison or being jailed.    

 Alex Calleja Video # 3: Alex was starting to sing "Di Niyo Ba Naririnig?" a 

famous Filipino protest song with music based from "Do You Hear the People Sing?", 

one of the songs from the musical Les Miserables but with a twist. (See full text version 

in Appendix A) 

Alex Calleja Video # 3 Analysis 

A voice of a woman: {yells from afar; not in video} Hoy! Kanina pa kita tinatawag 

eh! Maglalaba ka pa! Di mo ba naririnig? 

Alex: {unfazed; continued singing after the woman yelled} Di niyo ba naririnig? Tinig 

ng misis kong galit! {turns out that the woman is his wife} 

 This is another take of Alex for the "under-de-saya" culture but making it 

relevant with the times through a revival of the said protest song that was originally 

sung by famous artists and celebrities of that period following the non-renewal of the 

franchise of one of the biggest broadcasting network in the Philippines, ABS-CBN, and 
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the government response during the height of the pandemic. The protest against the 

alleged injustice and incompetence of the government to ABS-CBN and the people 

affected by the shutdown of the station with the situation worsened by the pandemic 

can be funnily used in describing their wives by husbands who are "under-de-saya" 

as portrayed by Alex.  

 Alex Calleja Video # 4: A comedy sketch where Alex plays a father having 

lunch with his son played by a child actor. In the scene, Alex asserts himself of his 

position as the head of the house, but there is a twist in the end (See full text version 

in Appendix A) 

Alex Calleja Video # 4 Analysis 

Alex: {slammed the utensils and talking in a loud manner as if rehearsing 

something} "Ayoko na! Sawang-sawa na ako!" {then shift to another camera angle 

as if Alex is talking to the camera}"Ikaw na lang lagi nasusunod sa bahay na 'to! 

Tatay ako! Pa'no naman yung desisyon ko?! Sobra na! {then posed to continue 

eating} 

Son: Daddy! Ang tapang mo ah! {Alex nods in agreement then a message tone alert 

plays hinting that someone sent a message to Alex's phone} O ayan nag-text si 

Mommy, pauwi na raw siya! Sabihin mo ulit yung mga sinabi mo kanina ah? 

Alex: {suddenly shifted into a worried voice} Hindi anak, nagpapractice lang ako 

habang wala yung mommy mo. Naglalabas lang ako ng sama ng loob. Yung mga 

narinig mo, atin-atin lang yun. Wag mo sasabihin ah? Nako, kumain ka na, kumain 

ka na. {becoming more worried} Maghuhugas pa ako ng plato pagtapos mo. Atin 

lang yun! Ito naman. {son looks at the camera mocking Alex} 

 The setup here is the assertion of Alex as a father of his position in the house 

but the funny part here is that this is limited during the absence of his wife inside the 
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house. When he learned that his wife is already coming home through a message on 

the phone, the real situation of his position revealed when he said to his son that his 

assertion was just a practice, he was venting out on his son, and telling his son to 

finish his food as he will do the dishes afterwards. This is a take to an old joke on 

husbands being subservient to their wives, fondly called as "under-de-saya", a 

Tagalog-English term for being subordinate to their wives symbolized by "saya," a 

traditional Filipino garment by ladies during the Spanish colonial period (Farlex 

Dictionary of Idioms. 2015) 

 Alex Calleja Video # 5: Alex made a joke on the issue on whether he owns a 

certain Ford Everest because the context is that the official distributor of this vehicle 

mistakenly sends him a safety recall report in 2019 (VISOR, 2019) during the time that 

the manufacturer conducted a recall on this particular model due to a possible defect. 

He already cleared that the letter was sent by mistake and he jokingly stated that his 

wife is getting angry at him thinking that he owns a new vehicle without her consent 

and might be parked in someone else's house and probably of another woman 

(Instagram post, 2019, in VISOR, 2019). Two years after, he made a twist with the 

issue through this video. (See full text version in Appendix A) 

Alex Calleja Video # 5 Analysis 

Alex: {in formal suite} Marami nagtatanong sa akin, {then impersonate the 

questions}"Alex, may Ford Everest ka ba? Alex, nasan yung Ford Everest mo?" 

'Sus! Lumang joke na yun! {chuckles} Hindi totoo 'yon! {then positions himself with a 

real Ford Everest in the background}Ako, magkaka-Ford Everest?! Wala 'yon! 

Huwag niyo ng intindihin yon, kalimutan niyo na yun! {saying this while approaching 

to the driver's door}O dito muna ako ah {pointing to the vehicle then going near to 
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the driver's door} Ford Everest? {mockingly laughs and shaking his head while 

opening the door and eventually riding the vehicle} 

 The usual structure of the joke could be observed here as the setup is that he 

denies ownership of a certain vehicle that most people according to him, are claiming 

that he has one. Then the funny part starts with showing the said vehicle in his 

background and ending it with eventually riding the vehicle but continues to deny 

ownership of it. Even those who are not familiar with cars will get the joke as the car 

shown in the video has markings that will prove the identity of it such as emblem of 

the logo of the manufacturer Ford, and the engravement of the model name at the 

trunk opener which is Everest. 

James Caraan (the Philippines) 

 James Caraan Video # 1: Published in March 16, 2021. It shows a split-screen 

setup similar to interviews in news programs shown in television networks wherein the 

interviewee is unable to come to the studio. James plays a role of a reporter trying to 

interview a government official responsible for managing government responses on 

the pandemic. Instead of an actual interview answering the questions of the reporter, 

a video posted in an application called Tiktok, by the said official was played while the 

reporter is asking questions located at the screen of the interviewee. (See full text 

version Appendix A) 

James Caraan Video #1 Analysis 

James (as reporter): {in the studio, as seen in using a logo of a broadcasting 

company as his background} Secretary Nograles on the line. Thank you for coming 

secretary. Secretary what's wrong with your neck? {while saying this, the video on 

the interviewee side shows the said official dancing using his neck with the caption 

stating "Ano ang Pilipinas Kontra Gutom?" which primarily introduces a government 
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program in fighting hunger during the pandemic}Hello Secretary? Sec...Uh....Can 

you hear me? Sir? Sir, why are you not blinking? Please blink sir, Please! {while 

these being said, the official on the interviewee side continues to dance while his 

eyes are not blinking, as mentioned on purpose by the comedian playing as a 

reporter... 

 It can be seen that the video made by James Caraan intends to make fun on 

the original video made by Cabinet Secretary Karlo Nograles, an official tasked to 

manage government inter-agency responses during the height of the pandemic. This 

video became an issue because many people think that there are other better actions 

to do than posting an infomercial while doing dance moves in Tiktok. One of the 

comments tagged as most relevant and given a "like" reaction symbolized by a thumb-

up emoji said in Filipino that there are no more sensible people working for the 

government and most of them are crazy, pertaining to the one ridiculed in the video. 

Another comment joined in the ridicule saying that "Yeye Bonel", one of the hit novelty 

songs in the country was a favorite. This song has the same dance steps as seen 

doing by the official in the video. 

 James Caraan Video # 2: James plays as a denier of the COVID-19 virus. 

Almost more than a year after the lockdown due to the pandemic, there were still a 

number of people allegedly believing that the virus is a hoax and/or a made-up type of 

virus by a group of people particularly those who own large companies and 

corporations. In social media, it was said that the people support this logic are the 

same people who believe in superstitious beliefs such as the one that will be 

mentioned in the following monologue (See full text version in Appendix A) 
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James Caraan Video # 2 Analysis 

James as Denier: {jeering and talking in as fast manner as rapping while getting 

close to the camera and a text caption labelling him as COVID Deniers} Huwag 

kayong magpapaniwala diyan sa COVID na yan, gusto lang kumita ng mga doktor 

diyan sa COVID na yan e. Huwag kayong magpapaniwala diyan, meron bang pulubi 

atsaka taong-grasa na nagkaroon na ng COVID? Wala di ba? Wala! {Then caption 

changes thus labelling him as "same person} Ay, masakit tyan mo? Nako, usog yan! 

Halika, lawayan natin! {then flashes out his tongue to apply saliva onto his hands so 

that he could apply it to a stomach ache} 

 Although the Philippines is not found in the top countries where people believe 

that COVID-19 is a myth, but Indonesia is, landing at the third spot in terms of online 

population (YouGov, 2022 and Armstrong, 2022, in Baclig, 2022) there are myths 

about COVID-19 that are popular among social media users in the Philippines. Such 

examples are masks can cause hypercapnia, or a build-up of Carbon Dioxide in the 

bloodstream, COVID-19 is a hoax and linked to 5G technology, drinking methanol, 

ethanol, or bleach could cure COVID-19, vaccine is rushed, and vaccine can alter DNA 

(Baclig, 2022). This issue was given a humorous parallel approach wherein those who 

believe in these conspiracy theories might be also those people who believe in those 

healing techniques not backed by scientific studies such as applying saliva to a 

stomach ache as acted out by the comedian. 

 James Caraan Video # 3: James plays two roles: a teacher and a student. The 

teacher is teaching the student the correct term for community pantry, a program 

initiated by an activist as a private citizen, wherein people are free to take as much 

supplies as they need or share with others whatever they could (in a report by Suazo, 
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2021). The result of the "teaching" by the teacher turned otherwise (See full text 

version in Appendix A) 

James Caraan Video # 3 Analysis 

James as Teacher: "Community Pantry" 

James as Student {wearing a wig}: "Communist Party" 

 The context here is that even programs run by activists as private citizens that 

supplement government response in fighting hunger during the pandemic are getting 

accused as communist activities or what is known as "red-tagging" where 

personalities, usually critics of the government, and their activities are allegedly linked 

to communist groups by the Philippine government (in a report by Rubio, 2022). The 

community pantry paused its operations due to the red-tagging of the activity (in a 

report by Mercado, 2021). Critics of this said response by the government say that the 

community pantry exposes the shortcomings of the government response to the 

pandemic in terms of fighting hunger thus resulting to red-tagging. A comment 

considered most relevant in the page expressed admiration towards the video 

because it tackles that even good deeds are subjected to politicking in the Philippines.   

 James Caraan Video # 4: James plays three roles: an arbitrator receiving 

complains, a talking egg tray, and a talking eco-bag made out of cloth. The two items 

complained on how they were hoarded and abused by those who went to a community 

pantry to get supplies for free. (See full text version in Appendix A) 

James Caraan Video # 4 Analysis 

Arbitrator: Sige po ibablotter na yan. Ikaw naman? Eco-bag ka lang ah. Wala ka 

namang problema ah. (This is noted and we shall file a blotter. How about you? 

You're just an eco-bag. It seems you have nothing to complain) 
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James as Eco-bag: {wearing an eco-bag on his head, crying heavily} Anong wala?! 

Ako po yung siningit nila sa puwet! Mga hayop kayo! Ambaboy niyo! {afterwards the 

photo of the hoarder who hid an eco-bag in between her buttocks was shown} 

 As same as the other videos, it was intended to make fun on social and political 

issues during the pandemic. The context here is that there were people as recipients 

of the community pantry getting for themselves more than enough in particular getting 

the whole tray of egg and trying to hide it in an eco-bag that is located in an unusual 

manner, which is in between the buttocks (in a report by Bagaoisan, 2021), and as 

shown in the video as background. How hoarding was tackled in a funny and creative 

manner through creating a point-of-view from items such as an egg tray and an eco-

bag as observed in the reactions and comments of the viewers can be considered the 

highlight and take in this video.  

James as Arbitrator: {in plain clothes}Okay. Anu pong reklamo nila? Bakit po sila 

nandito? (Ok. What is their complaint? What brings you here?) 

James as Talking Egg Tray: {wearing an egg tray costume on his head, crying} 

Ako po yung isang tray na ninakaw nila. Nila Maritess. Gusto ko lang po magreklamo 

na ang dami nilang ginawa sa akin. Prinito, Nilaga, higit sa lahat, binati! Baboy na 

baboy na po ako sa sarili ko! 

 Please take note that the word "bati" in the context of eggs is beating them but 

it is also a slang word for male masturbation. 

 James Caraan Video # 5:  James plays as Satan. The context here is also in 

line with the alleged red-tagging of the community pantry wherein a general as a 

spokesperson of an agency called NTF-ELCAC or National Task Force to End Local 

Communist Armed Conflict, and is also involved with the incident added a statement 

that the initiative of the pantry is likened to Satan's apple, offered by the snake to Eve, 
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(in a report by Sadongdong, 2021). This was criticized as "unjust and unnecessary" 

by social media users including artists such as Juan Miguel Severo and historian, 

Kristoffer Pasion (report by Madarang, 2021, 14th-16th para.). As with the other 

issues, the video made by James was intended to make fun out of it (See full text 

version in Appendix A) 

James Caraan Video # 5 Analysis 

James as Satan: {used a video filter of a devil as his costume} Hey, hey, hey! It's 

your boy, Sataan! At babasagin ko na po ang katahimikan ko dahil mukhang 

nabuking na tayo ng NTF-ELCAC! At kahit nabuking na ako, huwag niyong 

kakalimutan ang pinakamahalaga kong turo. Ito ay ang tumulong ayon sa 

kakayahan, kumuha ayon sa pangangailangan! Tumulong tayo sa mga mahihirap, 

tumulong tayo sa nagugutom! Maghasik tayo ng tulong ito ang pinaka-gusto ko sa 

lahat! {then ending it with a devil-like laugh} 

 The statement of the general that is considered "unjust and unnecessary" and 

also may be considered absurd by critics was also responded with absurdity in a funny 

manner such as this wherein Satan, is spreading a message of kindness and acts of 

charity, a total opposite of how Satan is usually portrayed. 

 James Caraan Video # 6: James plays as vlogger Nas Daily. This garnered 

the most number of views during his stint as content creator during the time of the 

pandemic and this video made him considered as a social media influencer and 

"internet sensation" aside from being a comedian, as he was interviewed while 

featuring this parody video in line with the plan of the government of imposing taxes 

on social media content creators (video interview by Remitio, 2021). This is just beside 

the point as the focus would be on the impersonation of James as the vlogger Nas 

Daily and its context of making it and the reactions by his viewers mostly from the 
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Philippines. In the video, James impersonated not only Nas Daily as the host but also 

the manner of how a typical video of the vlogger is shown, which has subtitles that are 

exactly the same with what the host is talking about. Here are the lines said in the 

video (See full text version in Appendix A) 

James Caraan Video # 6 Analysis 

James as Nas Daily: {clad in plain black shirt just as Nas is usually wearing and 

speaking the same way as Nas; all that he will say has subtitles}...Philippines, how 

can you forgive me? {"forgive me" in yellow}I know, I know! {second "I know" in all 

capital letters and in yellow; mentioned with emphasis} I will just say "adowbow" 

{"adowbow" in all capital letters and in yellow} and I think you can forgive me! 

{"forgive me" in yellow} And I will just put "Philippines" {"Philippines" in all capital 

letters and in yellow} in my title so you will forgive me! {"forgive me" in yellow} And 

there you have it, you forgave me in just...one minute! {"one minute" spelled as "1 

minute" and in yellow} 

 The context in the impersonation of Nas Daily during that time was that he was 

accused of "profiting and exploiting" the local culture in the Philippines as in the case 

of tattoo artist Apo Whang Od (Palicas, 2021, in an interview by Paje, 2021, 5th para.). 

However even before the rift between Nas, also known as Nusseir Yassin in real life, 

and the above-mentioned personalities, netizens express their sentiment against the 

Palestinian-Israeli vlogger regarding "Pinoy-baiting" wherein it is an online market 

strategy that capitalizes on "Pinoy pride" and targets Filipino viewers with content 

about the country (Paje, 2021, 2nd para.). The impersonation video by James was 

intended not only to create a funny perspective on the issue but also tackles how Nas 

Daily allegedly capitalizes the Filipino viewers and what exactly are the ones that the 

Filipino viewers fall for as documented in how James as Nas Daily will say the word 
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"adobo" which is one of the famous dishes in the Philippines, in a foreign accent that 

parallels to the recognition that Filipinos long for from international content creators. 

The video garnered mix reactions. Most were amused with the impersonation as seen 

in the majority of the "laugh" reactions represented by a laughing emoticon by the 

viewers while few were offended as observed in the comments that resulted to trolling 

of the video publisher and the number of "angry" reactions represented by an emoticon 

with enjoined eyebrows and reddish facial color. 

Matrix of the Featured Comedians, Videos and Audience Comments 

(See Appendix B for screenshots of actual reactions and comments): 

ASEAN 
State Comedian Written Material and 

Performance 
Audience 
Reaction 

Types of 
Comments 

Outcomes 
(based on 

written 
comments) 

Indonesia 

Annie 

Yang 

Using mobile dating 

applications and 

conspiracy theories 

during COVID-19 

Live audiences 

laughed at her 

jokes and shared 

sentiments 

especially on the 

part where she 

was belittled by 

her date 

-no textual 

comments 

recorded- 

empathy on 

the comedian 

based on 

audible 

reactions 

Reggie 

Hasibuan 

About being 

Indonesian, Bali 

tourism, and COVID-

19 being territorial 

Live audiences 

laughed at his 

jokes even to 

gender-specific 

ones 

-no textual 

comments 

recorded- 

empathy on 

the comedian 

based on 

audible 

reactions 

Malaysia 

Nigel Ng 

Asian stereotypes and 

culture but focused 

more on food 

Online viewers of 

both Asian and 

Western profile 

could relate to his 

jokes 

joke upon a 

joke, plain 

commentaries 

among viewers 

and comedian 

empathy and 

derision for 

both the 

object of 

laughter and 

the comedian 

Harith 

Iskander 

Former US President 

Trump’s comments on 

COVID-19, current 

issues in Malaysia 

involving the 

government and its 

policies during the 

pandemic 

Mixed comments 

and reactions 

ranging from 

bashing the 

comedian, 

contributing to the 

ridicule, giving 

serious insights, to 

joke upon a 

joke, plain 

commentaries 

among viewers 

and comedian 

empathy and 

derision for 

both the 

object of 

laughter and 

the comedian 
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appreciating his 

humor 

Thailand 

Chris 

Raufeisen 

Interesting things 

found in Asian flea 

markets 

Most reactions are 

the laughing face 

ones and only one 

comment from a 

foreigner 

repeating one of 

the funny lines 

plain 

commentary-

emphasizing 

one of the 

comedian's 

lines 

empathy for 

the objects of 

laughter 

Chris 

Wright 

English speaking and 

maintaining 

professionalism in 

online meetings 

Most reactions 

appreciate the 

comedian and the 

video, and learn 

from it 

joke upon a 

joke, plain 

commentaries 

among viewers 

and comedian 

empathy for 

the object of 

laughter and 

new 

understanding 

since the 

video is 

mostly for 

educational 

purposes 

Philippines 

Alex 

Calleja 

Current local issues 

mixed with his 

personal ones such 

as his role in the 

family 

Mixed comments 

and reactions 

ranging from 

bashing the 

comedian, 

contributing to the 

ridicule, to 

appreciating his 

humor 

joke upon a 

joke, plain 

commentaries 

regarding the 

videos 

empathy and 

derision for 

both the 

objects of 

laughter and 

the comedian 

James 

Caraan 

Issues during COVID-

19 Pandemic and in 

the Philippines such 

as government 

response, belief in 

conspiracy theories 

on COVID-19, and 

Nas Daily Controversy 

Mixed comments 

and reactions 

ranging from 

bashing the 

comedian, 

contributing to the 

ridicule, to 

appreciating his 

humor 

joke upon a 

joke, plain 

commentaries 

among viewers 

and comedian 

empathy and 

derision for 

both the 

objects of 

laughter and 

the comedian 

 

Emerging Themes 

Glocal: Global in Approach, Local in Content 

 Humor as seen from the online videos of selected stand-up comedians from 

selected ASEAN member-states can be described as "glocal," or a fusion of "global" 

and "local" wherein the style of their joke-telling is the same observational type of 
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comedy employed by comedians in other parts of the world thus "global" yet "local" 

due to the use of issues that their respective countries and their personal lives face 

during the pandemic as comedy material. The featured comedians, though different in 

content, use the same style as what Judy Carter (2001, p.66) have recommended 

wherein the set-up has a "ring of truth" and were represented by a personal detail 

about the comedian as the cases of Annie Yang in her "near-death" experience due 

to choking by her sister and the fear of "Tinder Surprise" wherein the profile picture of 

a person is totally different from what one looks like in real life; Reggie Hasibuan's 

experiences of discrimination as an Indonesian, and the case of Alex Calleja in his 

daily experiences as a husband and father. The set-up can also be a specific subject 

or interesting items such as food and its culture in the case of Nigel Ng, what to do in 

a virtual meeting in the case of Chris Wright, and interesting brand names caused by 

counterfeiting of original ones that are found in flea markets in the case of Chris 

Raufeisen. Lastly, the set-up was also represented by general knowledge of a place 

in the case of Reggie Hasibuan, and current events with some foreign and more on 

local particularly the news regarding response on the COVID-19 pandemic as in the 

cases of almost all comedians except for Chris Raufeisen. 

 The funny part of each set-up were as follows: in Annie Yang's case, she 

became so much used to being choked that she can take lightly the choking  that her 

date is doing while having sexual intercourse, and on the "Tinder Surprise", she did 

experience a "Tinder Surprise" not on the real appearance of her date but on the real 

attitude of it, which turned out to be a believer of conspiracy theories on COVID-19. 

Reggie Hasibuan acted out what his fellow Indonesian and a random Malaysian think 

of a typical Indonesian and then initially insisted that there is a big difference between 

a maid and a comedian which turned out to be a maid earns more than a comedian. 
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Alex Calleja acted out as the head of the house as seen in the videos but the twist is 

that he is only brave when his wife is not around, and also how he did household 

chores. In the cases of Nigel Ng and Chris Raufeisen, their videos are formatted as 

commentary videos to a specific topic, and the funny part are the commentaries 

themselves. Nigel featured some instructional videos but with commentaries on the 

side, and featured a cooking video with commentaries on the side too. Same goes 

with Chris Raufeisen wherein he introduced an interesting product first then stating his 

commentaries as well. In the case of Chris Wright, the funny part are the mistakes 

usually done caused by misunderstandings in the English language during a virtual 

meeting while the commentary by Chris Wright as an English teacher is the serious 

and educational part.  

 Almost all stand-up comedians used parodies and commentaries as their funny 

parts when it comes to general knowledge and current events regarding news on how 

COVID-19 affected their countries in terms of response, activities, and policies. Reggie 

Hasibuan acted out as the AIDS, STD, and COVID-19 virus after saying that the 

viruses in Bali are "territorial." James Caraan acted out several characters such as 

news reporter, teacher, student, a famous vlogger, items hoarded from a community 

pantry such as egg tray and "eco-bag", and even Satan based on the local news 

regarding the pandemic. Harith Iskander acted out as different ministers in the 

Malaysian government who faced issues during the pandemic. Nigel Ng acted out as 

himself being a suspected case of an infection of COVID-19 virus because he can't 

taste his food well but it turned out that what he was eating was British food.  

(A) Venue for Development 

 Despite the disruption brought about by the pandemic, the online stand-up 

comedy videos posted in the chosen social media brought developments in socio-
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cultural aspect towards the side of the viewers and socio-economic aspect in the side 

of the performers. As read through textual comments by viewers in Facebook, these 

range from appreciating the comedian, contributing to the funny or playful parts of the 

videos, giving trivial information regarding the set-up or the "serious part," tagging their 

friends who may relate to the content, to bashing the comedian.  

 In the case of Indonesia where the videos posted are of recorded live 

performances during the pandemic, the study relied on the recorded reactions of the 

audiences in the venue. It can be observed from the videos from Indonesia that some 

jokes are gender-specific as either only the male or female audiences laugh at the set 

of the comedians. Such example is the joke of Reggie Hasibuan about referring "Indo 

girls" as "OnlyFans content creator" wherein only female audiences laughed at it and 

the joke of Annie Yang about online dating using Tinder and the "Tinder Surprise" 

wherein only male audiences laughed at these.  

 For the current events and the COVID-19 pandemic wherein a certain person, 

group of people, or an institution reported as allegedly abusive or have done wrong 

such as the Malaysian ministers acted out by Harith Iskandar, giving persona to an 

egg tray and cloth bag also known as "eco-bag" and a fictional Satan by James Caraan 

to create a joke on the people who hoarded in the community pantry and those people 

allegedly accusing the organization of community pantries as act of the devil, 

respectively, that were used as comedy materials, most of the comments from the 

viewers can be observed as expression of derision to the target of the joke ranging 

from contribution to the ridicule by either extending the funny part or creating their own 

funny part, to serious opinion regarding the possible outcomes of the issues used in 

the comedy material. On the other hand, there can be also observed expressions of 

derision to the comedians as mentioned earlier regarding the bashing and empathy 
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on the target of the joke that most likely came from their supporters. Comments 

showing expressions of empathy for those who could relate to the social effects of the 

alleged abuse, confusion, and oppression by these certain people and institutions, and 

the natural effects brought about by the pandemic were also observed and 

documented. Furthermore, looking back at the Relief Theory wherein “something 

whether it be ‘psychic energy’ (Freud, 1905 and 1976 in Rutter, 1997, p.13) or ‘nerve 

force’ (Spencer, 1911 in Rutter, 1997, p.13), builds up within a person’s system and 

having no more useful purpose, must be released (Rutter, 1997, p.13) and taking the 

comments as bases, it can be observed that the viewers had a feeling of relief due to 

having someone through the stand-up comedians somehow indirectly address the 

issues that the viewers themselves could not express on their own, through the videos 

that then in turn, they have expressed it through their comments. 

 For special topics such as food, interesting items found in flea markets, English-

speaking etiquette in virtual meetings, and some of the personal details that were used 

as comedy materials, comments also range from expression of derision to both the 

target of the joke and the comedian such as the case of Nigel Ng, to expression of 

empathy as they could relate to the target of the joke, who were the comedians 

themselves in the case of Alex Calleja regarding his role as husband and father, and 

Nigel Ng, acting out as the fictional Uncle Roger in his instructional-commentary on 

how to cook rice "the Asian Way." In the video of Chris Raufeisen, the commenter 

repeated to highlight the funny part of the comedian regarding a specific alleged 

counterfeit item found in flea market. Aside from humorous and serious comments 

from these subjects, others share their personal experiences regarding the matter that 

in turn became additional information to those reading the comments, such as in the 

case of the comments in Chris Wright's video. 
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 These were observations in the side of the live audiences in the case of 

Indonesia, and online viewers in the remaining selected ASEAN member-states. For 

the side of the comedians, there were developments in their talent and their career 

despite the given situation. During the course of research, since their content in social 

media pages are arranged according to what is recently published then followed by 

those published earlier, it can be observed that they have opened live comedy shows 

recently when the restrictions were eased as in the case of most comedians, and they 

have also attracted more listeners to their podcasts and followers in their social media 

accounts. 

 The impact through comments and reactions brought about by watching the 

online stand-up comedy videos published during the pandemic that was observed and 

documented could develop this understanding that humor through the online stand-up 

comedy videos during the time of crisis in the form of pandemic, despite the limitations 

of face-to-face social gatherings and discussions, became both an avenue and a 

venue for development in social interaction among social media users and the stand-

up comedians, further information for social media users in general, and in promotion 

of career development among the featured stand-up comedians towards the new 

norm. 

Humor as Creative Space for (Virtual) ASEAN Community-Building 

 A community can be "safe to say is to be distinguished from a city" or any type 

of development, or "from such groups as a trade-union, lodge, a church, a school" and 

"may happen to coincide with any of these but usually does not, and need not" as it is 

a "local grouping of people who share a number of important interests and activities, 

and who are more concerned about those things which they have in common than 

about those wherein they differ" (Queens, 1923, p.382). Though the context of the 
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object of laughter may be "to each of its own" due to localized issues faced by each 

member-state and its people during the pandemic, there are shared interest and 

activity among the stand-up comedians as performers and the people as audiences 

and social media users. It can be observed that there is a shared interest on being 

entertained through stand-up comedy and while they were entertained as met by the 

objectives of the performer of making them laugh, and as seen in the reactions chosen 

that were represented by the emoticons or icons showing emotions in the social media 

platform of study, there is a shared activity among the audiences and performers as 

well through the comments made though different types such as commentary on the 

joke, either joke upon a joke or a plain reaction about it, and commentary on a 

comment by the viewer.  

 Despite the different shared sentiments, either for or against the featured 

comedians, their written material and videos, the target of the joke or the object of 

laughter, and the commentaries from fellow viewers, the shared activities from 

watching the video to developing interactions that created an engagement with an 

outcome of the feeling of entertainment, empathy and derision to certain issues, 

individual or group of people through comments in social media, have made humor 

through stand-up comedy videos become a potential creative space for community-

building. 
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CHAPTER V 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE STUDY 

 

Conclusion 

 The pandemic definitely effected change in the world in all aspects: economic, 

political, social, and cultural. Since the prevention of spread the COVID-19 virus 

requires minimal physical interaction, people relied on technology to continue with 

their lives in getting what they need such as food and other necessities, and what they 

want such as entertainment. Humor penetrated during this time of crisis by use of 

technology particularly creation and release of stand-up comedy videos in social 

media platforms such as Facebook, with the styles being used by the featured stand-

up comedians in selected ASEAN member-states being parallel with those from stand-

up comedians from other parts of the world yet using local and personal context, and 

cultures as comedy materials, thus the development of understanding that humor 

through these online stand-up comedy videos as "glocal" due to global in approach, 

and local in content, in the side of the stand-up comedians as the sender and content 

creator. 

 For the receiving end, through the comments and reactions of the social media 

users and those who attended the live performances in the case of Indonesia, humor 

through the online stand-up comedy videos became both an avenue and a venue for 

development of interaction and various emotions such as derision, empathy, and relief 

among social media users and stand-up comedians as the author of the posted videos, 

development of additional information for social media users in general who have 

accessed and viewed the videos including the comments and reactions of fellow users, 

and development of talent and promotion of the featured stand-up comedians. 
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 ASEAN, through its Socio-Cultural Community (SCC) Blueprint aims and 

serves to be a space for addressing issues and promoting shared culture in line with 

building a people-centric community (ASEAN SCC Blueprint 2007) as seen in the 

creative approach in promoting culture by its people (Cohen 2014) and as discussed 

in the Meta-Nation State Framework by Dr. Sylvano Mahiwo (2014). However, the 

status quo of a “top-down” approach in dealing with culture by ASEAN Member States 

(Lindsay 1995) have been discussed as a step back to the goal of the organization. 

The online stand-up comedy videos by professional stand-up comedians during the 

period of the COVID-19 crisis, together with the outcome of engagement through 

reaction and commentaries by both viewers and some replies by the comedians in 

social media and live performances, has shown that these can be a creative space for 

building a people-centric community, either virtual or physical, that the organization 

has been gearing towards. Hopefully through this understanding of humor in the form 

of  online stand-up comedy videos by stand-up comedians from selected ASEAN 

member-states would not only contribute to the field of Aseanology but also would 

recognize that the diverse culture in the region, one of which is humor through stand-

up comedy, is thriving as observed through the lens of selected ASEAN member- 

states in the study regardless of a selected period of time.  
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Recommendations 

 This study is recommended to the fields of social sciences, communication, and 

performing arts focusing on the ASEAN region, and for those who have ample 

timeframe, further research can be done relevant to this study such as limiting its study 

on a single video to give focus on the social media accounts who gave comments and 

reactions regarding the video whether if these accounts are real, fake or considered a 

"troll" account wherein one is paid to make a comment or reactions in social media as 

instructed by someone whose goal is to either defame someone or increase 

engagement for monetary purposes. One can also give focus to the stand-up 

comedian who posted these videos by interviewing them regarding relevant 

information about themselves with respect to their content such as religious 

preference, political stance, and personal life provided that the ethics of research with 

regards to human subjects are being observed. Having recommended those, this 

study could be one of those that would help initiate people-centric studies on the field 

of Aseanology as the region as an organization has been aiming for. 
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APPENDIX A 

Text Versions of the Comedy Videos 

Annie Yang (Indonesia) 

Annie: I do experience a near death experience once in my life. So, uhm, my sister 

tried to kill me [small L] Well, {chuckled a bit} I'm not saying like she's so entitled, she's 

pretentious, that she's so annoying that it's killing me, no. It's more like she punched 

me in the face and choked me to death. [one person L softly] Like, I don't know. Like, 

you know like I know my family is messed up. My family is fucked up you know. My 

family is so fucked up that I probably am the best outcome from that family [gradual 

L]. Yeah, and at that time, when you have a near-dead experience, you just kind of 

like thinking about your life, your life just like flashes in front of you and then when at 

that moment, when my sister (is) choking me, I, I realized like you know, I'm sorry. I'm 

kind of like emotional every time I talk about my family. So that time, I realized that...I 

like being choked [gradual L]. So, you know right every time I have sex with a guy, and 

I, I asked him to choke me and I was like "this is what you got? [few people L] this is 

what you called 'choking'? [L---->A] My sister can do it better!" [L and A together] But, 

ah..haha, heyy I came here with a date. [few men C], ah...he's nice....uh...he looks all 

right...he don't....he didn't talk too much which is perfect, [few L] right? But sadly he 

cannot stay and watch me perform because I think he feels like awkward because it's 

our first meeting. You know I met him online...Yeah I met him on this app...Uh not 

Tinder. The other one...Go Jack. [L] You know, it's the only app that guarantee your 

date has its own vehicles [L--->A]. You know he pick you up and he drop you off. So 

chivalry is not dead yet. And then he also had a, a job [one person L] yeah. uh but like 

okay. So cheers. If you are on Tinder make some noise! [few C] All right, it's it's like 

ten percent (10%) of you and the rest of you are fuckin' liar. [L] Yeah like okay so if 
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you don't know {making quotation marks in the air while saying "don't know"} Tinder 

is, Tinder is an app. You can download it for free, right? It's an app for you to choose 

someone you want to ahh...fuck [few people L] It's basically a fuck app. [one person 

giggled] But I don't know if you know this but do you know that there's this such thing 

as Tinder Surprise. And you don't know right? Like I will tell you this: Tinder surprise...is 

when you match with someone you decided to meet with them...when you met with 

them, they look nothing like their profile. [small L] Camera guy. What's your name?  

Camera Guy: David 

Annie: David! Alright. So if you are in Tinder, you match with someone you date. (and 

then) looks nothing like their profile. Won't you spend a night them? 

David: Nope. 

Annie: {shocked} "No?!" You shallow motherfucker! [L] Being a woman right and on 

dating area I have my fair share of weird date...one time when I was...when I went to 

Bali, I met with this guy and then I, uh, we decided to have dinner...and then I was...I 

arrived first at the restaurant and I was there wearing mask, health protocol and all of 

that you know, and then he arrived...and once he entered the restaurant, I was like, 

"Thank God, it he's not a 'Tinder Surprise'. [two people L] Oh, he's fit, He's good 

looking, I bet he has a huge dick so, so he was there. He enters the restaurant, he 

approached me...And I swear to God in my life, I never have anyone say these words 

to me. It feels magical, it feels amazing. You know like when he arrived like he 

approached me. He looked at me in my eyes and then he said, "so you are one of 

those people who believe in Corona, yeah?" {giggled a bit} What the fuck! And 

conspiracy theories?! Really?! {continues being funny about what she had told} [some 

people L] at that...you guys know a Disney movie "Inside Out" right like where this 

feeling inside your head how it works, I can feel like anger, disbelief, disappointment, 
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just like all negative emotions just popping out one by one but they cannot do anything 

because horny {adjective that is used as noun} is taking over control [L] And then 

horny that bitch was like "yeah let's turn off the brain because we're not going to use 

this anytime soon." So whole night wrong. Right? I (am) sitting there, I laugh at his 

jokes, right? And then, then one time...and then one day he asks me, what do you do 

for fun? And I was like "I do comedy." And then he laugh(ed). He said "you're joking. 

Women can('t) do comedy, women are not funny" [B] Motherfucker! A sexist too! [one 

person L] You know, and then like, "cut to the scene where I was on my knees." So, 

{then acted out the time she was down on her knees} [some L--->A---->C] {still on her 

knees, facing the audience} So, I was on my knees right and I was like "you know 

what, this is it. this is what I've been waiting for." Right? Like he better have a really 

big dick and it's like once I unzip his pen(is), he's going to hit me in the face, give me 

concussion-kind of dick right? But, when I was like on my knees I was like, "where's 

the rest of it? This is it?! This is what I've been waiting for?!" Like, you know but I was 

at that time I was naive. No. Like, I was horny. [two people L] I was like, thinking, "you 

know what Annie? It doesn't matter what the size is, the most important thing is how 

he used it." Right? I was such a fool. [few people L] And so I was there laying you 

know. Just kind of like "make it quick..." He did [L--->C] Uh and then...I shit you not, 

right? Like and then when he just like thrust his hip like that, right? And then just kind 

of like his breath getting raggedy and then he shouts like "COVID vaccine has 

microchip!" [few people L] And I was like "what the fuck!" I had so many questions, 

one, like, "did he shout out every conspiracy theories every time he's about to come? 

[L] Or he's thinking about COVID vaccine when he...when he like five seconds he's 

inside me [L] 

Reggie Hasibuan (Indonesia) 
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Reggie: {standing on stage in front of a live audience} ...also I see a lot of Indos here, 

{then shouted} Indos! make some noiiise! [C] yeaaahh! My sisters and brothers! All 

right, I see a lot of Indo sisters, hello Indo sisteerrrs! [C women only] Selamat malam 

(good night or good evening)! Om swastiastu (a Balinese greeting that means, "Hope 

you got a lot of blessing from The God, has a lot of happiness, hopefully, you are in a 

good condition for the gift of Sang Hyang Widhi")!...or if you're hiding from your parents 

in Java, then "Assalamualaikum" (a traditional Islam greeting that means "peace be 

with you")! [L] Some call them Indo girls, some call them local girls, I call them Only 

Fans content creator! [women only L] Ladies and gentlemen! My name is Reggie 

Hasibuan and I am the first English-speaking comedian from this country! [C] And it's 

not easy you know, becoming comedian because I got stereotype(d) all the time. I was 

in Singapore and you know I also addressed my nation, like "Indonesiaa! make some 

noiiiise!" And the only applause I got were from the dishwashers [L] Even there, they 

were applauding awkwardly [L] They were like: {acting out the dishwashers by 

clapping slowly and softly with a facial expression equivalent of someone confused} 

[L] {then still acting out as dishwasher talking to another} "Bro...bro...bro, indo bro, indo 

bro!" [L--->C---->L] {then shifted to fellow dishwasher as if replying} "oh yeah! what is 

he doing on stage? [L] He should be here with us washing dishes! [L] Very not 

appropriate!...Not appropriate!" [L] (When) I was in Malaysia, the same thing! They 

asked me, "hey! where are you from?" I answered honestly, "Indonesia!" {then he 

shifted to the one who is asking as he replied} "Ohhh! Indon! {laughing mockingly} 

Wash my caar! Clean my toileets! Nurse my dying grandmaa!" [L] Look, I am mistaken 

for a maid! I am not a maid! I am a comedian! You know what is the difference between 

a comedian and a maid? Maid makes more money! [L] But after travelling here and 

there, now I'm in Bali, ladies and gentlemen! [C]...And Bali is crazy! You guys are crazy 
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coz' you don't give a shit about COVID! {shrieks in awe} [C] And I understand because 

you guys got more important problems to take care of! [L] yeah!...like Herpes, Syphilis, 

Gonorrhea, Chlamydia, AIDS! [continuous L] I understand, I understand, yeah! when 

COVID comes hahaha!...Take a number! [L]...I think...I think...when COVID first hit 

Bali, she had to give respect to the more senior diseases already in the island [L] So 

COVID be like {started acting out as if COVID is introducing oneself in a flirty manner} 

"Hello! I'm newww! I'm Corona, call me Rona!" {then winked} [L] And AIDS be like 

"Holy shit! I've used to be the hotshot but look at me now! [L] All right....rookie, 

rookie...newbie...over here...You're new...you're big deal I know you're lethal...yeah 

yeah...but to where do we play here in Bali is that we are territorial. [L] All right? [L]  

So the places where the people are fucking, you leave them to me. [L] So you leave 

Canggu alone [L] and put ah...{he burst in small laughter thus breaking his act then 

returned to it} [then L] However...there is one place in Bali where the people are not 

fucking as much and they still deserve to die...so Ubud is yours. [L] We all can reduce 

those vegan." [L]  

Nigel Ng (Malaysia) 

Video # 1 

Nigel: {looking worried while a caption in Tiktok format was shown that he himself 

wrote} "Apparently, loss of taste and smell is an early symptom of COVID-19" {then a 

new set of caption that he also wrote followed while still looking worried} "Starting to 

get worried cause I couldn't taste any flavor in my lunch earlier." {after a few moments, 

from dominantly-bass background music, it shifted to a clearer one with treble but with 

the same music, and the video background has a disco lights effect while Nigel is 

dancing as if rejoicing because of the next caption that was written this way:} "Turns 
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out, it's just British food. {at the end of this caption, an emoji or emoticon equivalent to 

a laughing expression was flashed}" 

Video # 2 

Nigel: I went to a Malaysian restaurant a few days ago down in Chinatown, right? I 

order my food and then the waiter asked me if I had any food allergies. [few L] That's 

not what we do back home! [L] For street food? If you eat a peanut and die, we just 

pack our shit and {acts out riding a bicycle} cycle away! [L] {then acts out as his father} 

"Oh shit, leave the chopsticks, let's go son!" [L] {Then he shifted back as himself} "Why 

is he on the floor daddy? {shifted back as his father} "He's just taking a nap, man!" [L] 

"Who gives a fuck?" [L] {shifted back as himself as narrator} Asian parents don't even 

believe in food allergies, man. [few L] right? My parents don't believe in that shit. You 

tell parents you have a peanut allergy they'll be like {acting out as a typical Asian 

parent} "no, no, no, no, no, no such thing" [few L] "They're only strong people {pointing 

one side of the audience to draw division}, and then there are weak people {pointing 

to the opposite side}" [L] "How can you be a man if a peanut fucks you up?" [L] "If 

peanut kill my son, I have no son, alright?" [L]..."walk it off, pussy!" [L] "And what the 

fuck is gluten?" [L] {shifted back as narrator} Had to tell my parents I had hay fever 

last summer, and that's the closest I felt to coming out of the closet. [L] {acts out as if 

he was talking to his mom} "I have something important to say mom...trees make me 

sneeze, [L] please don't Sharpie me off the family photos!" {acted out as if marking 

something in a picture using a pen} [L] {acted out as someone looking at the said 

picture} "Who's that dark figure?" {then acted out as his parents answering the 

question} "Oh we don't talk about him anymore." [L] "He needs Benadryl." [L] "Summer 

fucked him up." [L] {shifted back as narrator} My dad doesn't believe in antibiotics 
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either, man. He thinks it's cheating, your body has to learn how to fend for itself. I'm 

like, "that's not how chlamydia works, dad." [L] "I can't just walk that off, okay?" [L] 

Video # 3 

Nigel: {as Uncle Roger} My name is Uncle Roger. Today, I will review white people's 

favorite type of rice. {shows a product in front of the camera} Uncle Ben's Instant 

Microwave bullshit! This flavor is spicy Mexican. {looking at the package} I think it's 

OK. {looks at the camera} Uncle Roger like spicy and Uncle Roger loove Mexicans. 

{looking at the product again then faces the camera} But why is this rice in pouch? 

Asians we don't buy rice in pouch. {then shows off a sack filled with rice} We always 

buy the big sacks. 10 kilos. So nice, so big. You slap (it), so satisfying. {slaps the sack} 

Sometimes I sleep next to the rice {caressing the sack like a pillow} after my wife left. 

{made a sigh then next scene, he holds the product for review again} Now I have to 

cook the rice. {he put the whole pouch into the microwave oven to heat, then after 

heating, he took it out} Ow! Ow! So hot! Haiya...{his remarkable expression as Uncle 

Roger} (I) burn my hand! {cut scene to the rice was already in a plate} Done cooking, 

gonna have taste test. {puts some rice in the spoon and gets it close to the camera}. 

It looks pretty disgusting {blows it to cool down then tastes it} Ugh! {spits the food} 

Horrible! Horrible! No flavor, no taste, no spicy, no Mexican! My unborn baby cook 

better rice than this! So horrible, taste like sad. 

Video # 4 

Nigel: {as Uncle Roger} Hallo! It's Uncle Roger. Since my last video, many people 

asking me, how to make rice? Today I show you the "Asian Way." Uncle Roger have 

many white friend tell me, they use saucepan. {shows off a saucepan} Saucepan?! 

Haiyaa {his notable reaction again} World War Two is over! Use technology! Proper 

Asian use(s) rice cooker. {shows off a rice cooker and opens the lid then cut to scene 
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that a rice is poured onto the rice bowl} Step one: pour the rice in the rice bowl. {cut 

scene to rice was shown being washed} Step two: wash the rice {cut scene to using 

finger to measure water level} Step three: use finger to measure water. {cut scene to 

Nigel putting back the rice bowl to the cooker} Now put it back in rice cooker and press 

play {he pressed a button to start the rice cooker and a starting tune played similar to 

the Alphabet song signaling the start of its operation, then cut scene to Nigel waiting 

for the cooker to finish} Let rice cooker handle the cooking. Now you have time to think 

about your sad life, {camera zooms to Nigel} why do people you love always leave 

you {made a sigh then video turned black and white while this scene was done, then 

cut scene to another tune played from the cooker signaling that it is done} Now rice is 

ready, open the rice cooker, and fluff the rice. {camera focuses on the rice bowl while 

Nigel is mixing the rice} Oh my God so nice so satisfying...better than sex. 

Video # 5 

(Note: some parts of the video might not be included as it is long; only the parts where 

it is considered the setup and the funny part will be documented) 

Nigel: {as Uncle Roger} No, no, no {showing disapproval to how the recipe was mixed 

as shown on the other side of the screen}{Jamie's voice was played saying} "I like this 

a lot" {then Nigel is crying in shame} This (is) not how you make green curry haiyaaa 

(his trademark expression) {repeated what he said} This not how you make green 

curry haiyaaa. {then the multi-colored screen used by television stations with the 

bleeping sound was briefly shown to cut the introduction then cut to scene focusing 

on Nigel} Mr Chili Jam a.k.a. Jamie Olive Oil. {then Jamie's picture was shown with a 

caption of how Uncle Roger called him} He disappoint Uncle Roger's so many time 

now. How his Thai green curry chicken gonna be? {the orig video of Jamie was shown, 

Jamie is speaking} "Guys, we're gonna make green curry, it's delicious, fragrant. My 



LAUGHING MATTERS 108 

family love it. We gonna go one cup of rice. That's enough for four people" {screen 

splitted to show Nigel expressing disapproval, video of Jamie paused to let Nigel 

speak} One cup of rice for four people? Is your whole family just baby bird? {a picture 

of baby birds was shown} Haiyaa. That like five grain(s) of rice each. You starving your 

children, Jamie. 8 second in, already make mistake. he (is) the Usain Bolt of fucking 

up. {Jamie's video shown again and he is pouring two cups of water and claiming to 

be a perfect equation for the perfect fluffy rice} "A pinch of salt, lid on, top medium 

heat, happy days." {then Nigel reacts as the screen splits again} No no no not happy 

day, no. You don't have rice cooker. It's sad day for Uncle Roger. {back to Jamie's 

video explaining he will make a paste while peeling a thumb-sized piece of ginger, 

using his thumb as reference, Nigel was shown again briefly, shaking his head} 

Haiyaa, ginger wrong! use Galangal! Galangal! {repeated with echo} Nobody use 

ginger for Thai green curry. Nobody! {back to Jamie's video putting the ginger to food 

processor, intently replaying the scene, then Nigel reacted first with a sigh} Food 

processor...Jamie I thought you have pestle and mortar, when you making the 

Malaysian fish video {that video was shown briefly on the side} I see you have pestle 

and mortar, where is it? Use your pestle and mortar, where is it? Niece and nephew 

(how Nigel as Uncle Roger addresses his viewers and followers), food processor, not 

replacement for pestle and mortar because food processor just slice shit up, (while) 

pestle and mortar can do Uncle Roger favorite thing: pounding {intro of George 

Michael's Careless Whisper being played} Pounding bring out all the flavor. Maybe 

that('s) why Auntie Helen (Uncle Roger's ex-wife) pound so many other people {back 

to Jamie's green curry video, showing the lemongrass as next ingredient, hitting it to 

a table then Nigel reacts} No no no no. Stop spanking. Spanking not gonna do 

anything, you gonna throw it all in food processor anyway, it's spinning at 9000 RPM. 
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If you spank harder than food processor, then I feel bad for Mrs. Oliver (pertaining to 

Jamie's wife). {a famous introduction music for a pornographic site was played briefly} 

Sorry, Jamie's children. {back to Jamie's video now showing the lemongrass being 

split and put in the processor and garlic, then 6 leaves of Kaffir lime to which Nigel 

both approves, next is cumin, but Nigel barely agrees, while Jamie was slicing, the 

video was edited to focus on a running woman behind the door then Nigel reacted to 

it} Wait! Who's that? See I think that Jamie's wife running away from spanking {back 

to Jamie's video, he used 3 chilis to which Nigel reacts} What? Three? Just three chili 

for you(r) curry? Haiyaa...Uncle Roger making Thai green curry for 4 people, I gonna 

use like 20 or 30 chili, But he use 3? That's less than 1 chili per person. Why even 

bother with the chili? This not gonna be curry, this gonna be smoothie! Haiyaa. Not 

enough chili. Uncle Roger predict your curry not even gonna have green color. Keep 

watching video, see if Uncle Roger prediction correct. {replaying the chili seeds 

removed} Also, why (are) you deseeding the chili? Why? Uncle Roger realize this is 

white people favorite thing. They liked throwing out seeds of chili. Seed is where all 

the flavor is. Don't be pussy, eat your chili seed, haiyaa. Jamie, don't take the seed 

out, you got five children you have more than enough seed. {Jamie was shown mixing 

the paste and frying the chicken to which Nigel reacts} Metal spoon on non-stick pan, 

that's not even the biggest crime in this picture. You're not supposed to fry chicken like 

this for green curry haiyaa. you need to mix the chicken with the paste and then stir 

fry it together. Jamie Oliver haven't get one thing right so far. You just making chicken 

stir-fry now and earlier you make smoothie {a picture of a chicken stir fry then a green 

smoothie was shown alongside} He making every other food except green curry! What 

crazy thing he gonna do next? {Jamie showing gathering mushrooms to which Nigel 

reacts} What? Nobody put mushroom in curry! {pretending to be crying in shame then 
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returned to Jamie's video showing the amount of mushrooms}400 grams? First he 

uses three chilis then 400 grams of mushroom? Now he is making mushroom soup 

haiyaaa {said this in disappointment} Too much mushroom? Who gonna eat this much 

mushroom in one meal? Jamie, just because you put in Enoki mushroom, it don't make 

this dish any more Asian. This curry is so white, it's about to book spa holiday. {back 

to Jamie's video showing the chicken being pushed to one side for the mushrooms, 

Nigel reacts} Don't push to one side, throw it out and start over. {Huge chunks of 

mushroom being shown included in the pan} Look at that mushroom, that big ass piece 

of mushroom. Who want(s) to eat that in your curry? You're just eating green curry 

than just one big blob of mushroom get in your mouth {acting out as if a mushroom 

have hit him} And when you cook mushroom all the water from the mushroom come 

out, so this dish not even gonna taste like green curry. It gonna taste like mushrooms 

sweat! Haiyaa (with reverb effect). {then back to Jamie's video, the chicken and 

mushroom were mixed together then the paste is being put in the pan to which Nigel 

reacts} No, no, no, no! {crying} Uncle Roger is so upset, I put my legs down from chair. 

This (is) not how you make green curry haiya. You don't just wack it in like it's soy 

sauce. (In the) green curry you cook the coconut milk, pour the green paste in, and 

then you boil until the fat coming to surface {while this being said, the correct process 

was shown} Beautiful green fat. Not just throwing random shit in pan. {Nigel shakes 

his head while the video shifted to black and white with raining effect while a gloomy 

music is being played as background}This is worse than his egg fried rice video. 

Where did you learn how to make Thai green curry? From Kay's cooking channel is it 

{then a picture of a certain Kay was shown}? Haiyaa. {replayed Jamie's remark that 

cooking is fast} Don't brag that it's fast. It's easy to be fast if every step (is) wrong. 

{Jamie's video being shown again where the coconut milk was mixed late and next is 
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a mangetout to which Nigel reacts} (You) put in so much. Remember, 3 chili, 3, and 

200 grams of the worst vegetable ever, mangetout. If vegetable taste like sad, 

Mangetout taste like terror.{Nigel crying then cut scene to commenting again} Is this 

what British people think green curry is? Is this what they eating? {Back to Jamie's 

video remarking to play with the green curry and make it your own version to which 

Nigel reacts} Don't make it your own. Make it Thai, please. {then Jamie puts fish sauce 

in the video} No. Fish sauce. Wrong brand. Everybody buy fish sauce, you buy the 

squid brand, not this bullshit brand {referring to what Jamie used; then back to Jamie 

where lime and basil are used} Wrong again, nobody used lime, wrong again, Thai 

basil just use a pluck, just pluck, don't slice. How many things can he get wrong in one 

video, haiya. I can't even put my leg back up on chair ever again. {after showing the 

finishing touches of the recipe, Nigel reacts} Niece and nephew, does this look Thai 

green curry to you? Uncle Roger put on screen (to) show you side-by-side, Haiyaa, 

this doesn't look like green curry at all {referring to Jamie's on the right of the screen} 

See, this curry don't even look green. he didn't use enough green chili. What is this 

mangetout mushroom bullshit? {camera focusing on the mangetout and mushrooms} 

If your curry mostly look like mangetout and mushroom, you fucked up. Uncle Roger 

can't even say haiya anymore. It('s) too much pain. I'd rather have Auntie Helen leave 

me again. He has no pestle and mortar, but somehow he still crush all my hope(s) and 

dream(s). {back to video, Jamie used Basmati rice with it to which Nigel reacts} 

Basmati rice, wrong rice. Use Thai Jasmine rice for Thai green curry. Is he trying to 

get Guinness world record for most fucked-ups in one cooking video? {Nigel shook his 

head showing disappointment} {back to video where Jamie tasted it and was 

impressed with his own cooking to which Nigel reacts} Uncle Roger never hear anyone 

describe curry as tropical before {Jamie suggested to alternate tofu for chicken in his 
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video, Nigel reacted} No, don't put tofu. I see before what you do with tofu. Leave tofu 

alone. {Jamie introducing his own version of Thai green curry, Nigel reacts} He so 

clueless but confident. Where he get all his confident(ce) from? Regular people have 

Impostor Syndrome. Jamie have the opposite of that. This Jamie make Uncle Roger 

cry again. The only thing he get right is the set design. This is pretty. This is old school 

Victorian English kitchen remind me of simpler times...back when Jamie Oliver can't 

upload YouTube video 

Harith Iskander (Malaysia) 

Video # 1 

Harith: {acting out like a journalist by holding a pen and paper while asking something 

to Trump} Excuse me, Mr. President, could you tell us a little bit about the collated 

work of scientists and researchers are doing with regards to the COVID-19? 

Trump: {the interview video is now played} "They developed a drugs, like the 

antibiotics. You see it?" 

Harith: {looking serious in sarcasm} Yes. Yes, I have "seen" {drawing quotation marks 

on air} an antibiotic. Are you saying that the antibiotic might be the cure for COVID-

19? 

Trump: {back to the video} "Antibiotics used to solve every problem. Now the biggest 

problems the world has, is the germ has gotten so brilliant..." 

Harith: {cutting the video of Trump} Excuse me?  

Trump: {that certain part of his answer being replayed} "...the germ has gotten so 

brilliant..." 

Harith: {cutting again} Could you say that again please? 

Trump: {that part replayed again but with a fuller version} "...the germ has gotten so 

brilliant, that the antibiotic can't keep up with it, and the constantly trying to come up 
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with a new...people would go to a hospital and they catch, they go for a heart operation, 

that's no problem..." {cut scene to Harith is shown taking notes then returned to the 

video} "...but they end up dying from...from...problems...you know the problems I'm 

talking about?" 

Harith: No! No...I don't know the problem that you're talking about. 

Trump: {video played again} "ah...there's a whole genius to it. We are fighting not only 

as a hidden, it's very smart, okay? it's invisible. and it's hidden. But it's...it's very smart." 

Harith: So, it's invisible, it's hidden, and it's very smart...everything you are not. Thank 

you very much Mr. President! 

Trump: {just audio being played as outro} "I want to find a friendly reporter!"  

Video # 2 

Harith: {as the journalist from White House} Mr. President, Mr. President. The N95 

respiratory protective device is designed to keep out 95% of particles as small as 0.5 

microns. What do you recommend the public use to stay safe? 

Trump: {his interview video being played} "You know you can use a scarf. A scarf is 

everybody...ah a lot of people have {the error tone of a computer operating system 

was played while Harith was shown wearing a scarf while writing to what Trump says} 

scarfs and you can use a scarf. Scarf would be very good. And I, my feeling is that 

people wanted to do it, they certainly no harm to it {then same tone was played while 

Harith was shown wearing another scarf this time it's sort of a Niqab for Muslim girls} 

and ah, I would say that you do it but use a scarf if you want {Harith was shown again 

wearing another type while the tone of a dial-up connection process was being played} 

you know rather than going out in getting a mask or whatever, we'll making millions 

and millions of masks {Harith was then shown wearing a Spiderman mask while a 

funny tune was played} but we wanted to go to ahh hospitals and one of the things 
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that Dr. Fauci told me today is that we don't want them competing, we don't want 

everybody competing with the hospitals where you really need them {a cricket sound 

was played while Harith was shown wearing a Captain America mask} so you can use 

scarfs, you can use something else to cover your face. Doesn't have to be a mask 

{Harith was shown using a women's bra as a mask while the tune of a sci-fi drama 

series was being played} but it's not ideal at least for, or a period of time. I mean 

eventually you not gonna want to do that, you not gonna have to do that, this is going 

to be...gone. It'll be gone. Hopefully gone for a long time." 

Harith: {in sarcasm} Gone for a long time, Mr. President? Well, we wish you all the 

best. Oh. You mean the Corona Virus? Of course, of course {then looks at the camera} 

{an audio only of the last part of Trump's interview was played and a reporter said} 

"Your attacking our organization!" {as Trump then replied} "Your organization...your 

organization sucks." 

Video # 3 

Harith: {as a deputy minister, clears his throat and checks sound of his microphone 

as if in a press conference} Check...one...two...one...two...  Assalamualaikum (a 

traditional Islam greeting meaning "Peace be with you") Apa khabar semua? 

(Malaysian for "how are you guys doing?") Thank you for coming here today. I need 

to explain the "new" SOP (Standard Operating Procedure usually prescribed by the 

director of health in Malaysia) hah. Because I know a lot of the rakyat (Malay for 

"people") is kompuse (confused). Haah...I don't know why they kompuse. (it) is 

actually very easy...the new SOP is almost the same as the old SOP. And the old SOP 

was just like the old-new SOP. Ahh. Senang aje. (Malay for "it's fun"). So if you have 

any question, please...ask question {then acting out as if entertaining a question from 

someone then repeated it for the viewers} Apa dia? (Malay for "what is that?") Alcohol? 
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Ahh. Alcohol categorized by the National Security Council (MKN) as non-essential. 

Therefore...banned! Ahh. Tak boleh jual (Malay for "can't sell" or "not allowed to 

sell")...is banned. Kenot! Kenot! (Cannot). Lagi pun (Malay for "even though") alcohol 

is no good for the SOP, because when people the drinking drinking, then they come 

out, suddenly, they love-love everybody. They see their friend, they want to hug the 

friend {acting out a hugging movement} "I love you brother...ooh you are like my 

brudder!" Tak boleh! (Malay for "can not!") Patah S.O.P.! (Malay for "S.O.P. is 

broken/foiled") The SOP is broken! Tak boleh! One meter! Must keep away! (talking 

about social distancing) hah. Any other question? {same gesture as the first question 

was done} Um? Cigarette? Rokok? Ah. Rokok is also non-essential. Tapi (Malay for 

"but") boleh jual (Malay for "can sell" or "allowed to sell") Ahh. Why? Because it's 

essential to the cigarette addict! Ahaaa...You don't know, if you are not a smoker...you 

will understand. Do you smoke? Ah, you don't smoke! Where you from? Ah. Perlis. No 

wonder, lah! Haha! You don't know, cigarette addict. They must get the cigarette. If 

they don't get, it will be a problem. Tak dapat rokok, (Malay for "can't smoke"; he is 

telling if the addict could not smoke,) suddenly, like {acting out as if the addict is 

shivering to a fever} Geram je *bunyi moto (Malay for "sounding like a motorcycle") 

Tak boleh! We must look after our addicted rakyat! We must take care of them. Lagi 

pun if you have no cigarette...then the rakyat? What happen to them? Hah, what will 

happen? They will turn to heroin! Macam mana tu? Macam mana tu? (Malay for "How 

is that?") You know how difficult it is to shoot up heroin {acting out as if injecting heroin} 

when you are doing Zoom conference? Susah tu. (Malay for "that's hard!") Tengah 

Zoom-Zoom (Malay for "at the middle of a Zoom meeting") you have to {acting out as 

if he hides the heroin by spanking his arms}...nakikat lagi (Malay for "tie again") Susah! 

Kenot! At least dengan rokok boleh (malay for "with cigarettes"), you just light under 
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the table {acting out the lighting of cigarette under a table} "ahh senang tu!" (another 

Malay for "that's fun!) Ah...{talking to a fictional person asking} apa dia? Do I smoke? 

Eh...it's not about me...it's not about me...I'm not important myself. It's about the rakyat. 

The rakyat we must look after them. Ah..so I think...macam ni (Malay for "like 

this")...kalau apa apa...if there is nothing else, I nak pergi roko...roko...roku...zen 

{about to take out a cigarette in his pocket but opted to mention that he will go to a 

Japanese restaurant} My friend's restaurant. I take...not! Take-away from the 

restaurant because now cannot eat at the restaurant {then gets out of his seat in  the 

press conference setup} 

Video # 4 

Harith: Assalamualaikum. Welcome. Thank you all for coming here. Saya akan jawap 

soalan anda (Malay for "I will answer your questions"). Will answer your questions. {a 

photo of a news headline about the above-mentioned issue was flashed in the video} 

Apa dia? Komen mengenai timbalan menteri yang Nikah online? with an Imam in a 

Masjid kedai baru di Golok? (he was "asked" to give comments on the recent news on 

a deputy minister that "allegedly" did an online Nikah ceremony with an Imam in an 

Masjid in Golok, a place in Thailand). First of all, Fitnah! (Malay for "slander!") Fake 

news! Mana ada Masjid yang call itself "Masjid Kedai Baru" (Malay-English for "Where 

is this you call 'New Shop Mosque'?") Is it a Kedai? (Malay for "shop") or a Masjid? 

(local term for "Mosque") How would you feel if I buka a Kedai and call it "Masjid Baru?" 

(Buka is Malay for "open" and Baru is "new") Confused tak you all? You nak datang 

sembahyang ke beli buku? (Malay for "here, you want to come to prayer, to buy a 

book") Confuse! Confuse! Ahh. Tapi, seperti yang dijelaskan oleh the timbalan menteri 

(Malay for "but as explained by the Deputy Minister"). This is a private matter {spoken 

this phrase in Malay before this as "Ini 
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perkara peribadi} Why you all sibuk-sibuk? Proboke-proboke? The Timbalan Menteri 

told Sinar Harian and I quote: "Isu sepertini sepatutnya tipak tidak berlaku" (Malay for 

"Issues like this should not happen") What? Does he mean that the Nikah sepatutnya 

tidak berlaku? (Malay for "should not have happened?") No! The video sepatutnya 

tidak berlaku! Who would be so stupid to break the law...and then video and upload 

the video online? It should not have happened! Takkan you nak makan durian PKPP 

atau (Malay for "You don't want to eat durian either in PKPP")...you nak visit your friend 

for lunch, then upload the video online. It should have happened. You will not do it! 

Ah. What's that? The timbalan yang dipertua majilis agama Islam wilayah Narathiwat. 

Abdul Aziz Che Mat menjelaskan pihaknya tidak pernah mengiktiraf . Pernikahan 

secara dalam talian? (Malay for "the vice president of the provincial religious council 

in Narathiwat, Abdul Aziz Che Mat, explained that his party had never considered an 

online wedding?") Haha! This is where he is wrong! Inibukan secara talian. (Malay for 

"this is not online!") Nobody is calling calling "Hallo hallo" This was online...atas 

talian...on-the-line..ah...Macam Tinder, Macam Grinder (Malay for "Just like Tinder, 

just like Grinder") What is Grinder? {cricket sound playing} I dunno. Anyway, they didn't 

calling calling. This one is video calling in norma baru (Malay for "new norm" or "new 

normal") haha! But I repeat it, it shouldn't have happened. What? Why Nikah right now 

during this time when the entire country is struggling, orang yang tak da makan, tak 

da nasi, and why Nikah in the first place? Ini you kena salahkan Spanish Fly. (Malay 

for, "it's your fault, Spanish Fly"). 

Video # 5 

Harith: Assalamualaikum. Thank you all for coming here. I will answer your question. 

Apa dia? Kat depan tu? (Malay for "what is that? That front page?") {a photo of a news 

headline stating "sorry, can't take pictures, videos" in Malay} My comment? When it 
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was reported in the morning Timbalan Menteri Ahmad Amzad said "kerajaan tak dapat 

memenuhi permintaan orang ramai...merakam gambar atau video ketika disuntik!" 

("The government could not meet the demands of the people of taking a picture or 

video during vaccination!" in Malay)  Kennot! Kennot! You kennot (cannot) take a 

video...because this will menggangu the kelancaran ("disturb the smoothness") of the 

vaccination process. You tengah dapat ( 

" are in the middle of a" in Malay) the vaccine you take out the camera then (when) 

the nurse of the doctor see the camera, they want to {Harith striking a pose} "Angsang-

nayo!" ("Annyeonghaseyo", a Korean greeting in Malay accent) Kennot! You will 

menggagu! Tak boleh! Kennot! Bagaimana in the afternoon pulak...petang ("However 

in the afternoon, again in the evening..." in Malay), {a photo of a headline stating that 

public can record themselves getting vaccinated} YB Khairy Jamaluddin said you can 

take the video...in the vaccination process? {Harith acts out as if puzzled} Caaan! Apa 

salahnya? Boleh! Bagus! Memang bagus! ("What's wrong with it? Yes! Good! Good 

of course!" in Malay) Because you nak ingat kan? ("want to remember, right?" in 

Malay) You want to remember, you want to posting posting IG story. Ah, this one is 

my prosterity I remember, boleh, apa salahnya? Hm? Kenapa kompuse? Apa yang 

kompuse kompuse? Kenapa Timbalan Menteri, pagi-cakap sesuatu, Menteri petang-

cakap lain? ("Why, confused? What is that 'confused'? Why do Deputy Minister said 

something in the morning then the Minister said something another in the afternoon?" 

in Malay) This is not Kompusing! The reason the Timbalan Menteri said one thing in 

the morning and the Menteri said another thing in the afternoon, (is) if you don't want 

to take a video selfie selfie, you go vaccine in the morning! If you want to take a video 

selfie selfie, you vaccine in the afternoon! Apa yang kompuse?! {laughs in jest} 

Tak...boleh...senang aje...("Not...can...it's fun" in Malay) 
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Video # 6 

Harith: Assalamualaikum. Thank you all for coming here. Sepertimana yang anda 

semua tahu, ("As you all know" in Malay) today, the PM and the Chabinet...resign. 

Letak jawatan.("Resign" in Malay) Apa "Chabinet?" ("What 'Chabinet'?" in Malay) 

Orang melayu kata.."Kabinet" ("This is how Malay people say 'Cabinet'" in Malay). Jadi 

mulai sekarang kita semua tak da kerja ("So from now on, we all can't work" in Malay) 

Apa dia? ("What's that" in Malay) Oooh. ya ya. Kecuali the PM. Dia dapat kerjabaru. 

("He got a new job" in Malay). Kalau dulu, dia PM...sekarang dia, care-taker PM ("In 

the past he is the PM...now, he is care-taker PM" in Malay). Tapi for me, Menteri yang 

biasa. no job, tak da kerja. ("But for me, the Minister, as usual, no job, no job." in 

Malay). Jadi ("So" in Malay), if anything happens, don't ask me. I wasn't there. It wasn't 

me. Ahh. Apa dia? What am I going to do now that I resign? Ooohhh...you donno...you 

donno...I am going to terus berkhidmat untuk Malaysia ("continue to serve for 

Malaysia" in Malay). I want to make sure that Malaysia is No. 1! That is why I download 

the Pop-Cat-Klick. Ahh...Dengan ("With" in Malay) popcatclick, we must make sure 

Malaysia is No. 1. We must beat Thailand and Taiwan. Don't disturb me. I got very 

many thing to do. {then acting as if getting busy with Popcatclick with his phone} "Pop! 

Cat! Pop! Cat! Buka Mulut TV! ("Open mouth TV" in Malay), {making "oh" and "aw" 

sounds"}Anda semua boleh balik...jangan kacau saya tengah sibuk ("you can all go 

back...don't disturb me, I'm busy!" in Malay) {acting again as if busy with the mobile 

application} Come on! Come on! Come on, Malaysia! Ooohhh!!!! You still there? Ok. 

Chris Raufeisen (Thailand) 

{an introduction is played then a recorded voice of Chris was played explaining about 

the show, "This is a show about random Asian bullshit...and I'm gonna start right 

now..."} 
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Chris: {seated with the show as its background, his skin was laden with effects 

through a shade of red} Ayt, next is a poorly-named candy I found called "semen" {the 

photo of the product was shown side-by-side with Chris and the product has its name 

spelled as "semon"}. This is a real thing. You know I remember at lunchtime I used to 

walk around and collect "semon" {note that he always purposedly pronounced it as 

"semen"} and then I would trade it like "hey I'll trade you that juice box for this bag of 

"semon," and I'll even thought this weird little Asian candy...and there's million things 

you can say about this shit...Jesus...too easy tho' {he speaks a bit gibberish then a 

sound clip of "Okay Asia!" was played}. Ayt, moving on, there is a bag I came across 

at the flea market, this is a Dasida bag. {a picture of the mentioned bag was shown 

next, same format} Uhm, this bag is a gold mine. Dasida is the fuckin holy trinity of 

random Asian knockoff bullshit, ok? You got your Adidas letters rearranged to say... 

"Dasida," with two Pumas on top, jumpin' towards a Converse All-Star...and 

underneath it says "Success For Everything" And it even comes with straps, so you 

can like, you know, handle your failure. This bag is fuckin' stuuupiiiid! {laughs 

mockingly}Hahahahaa! {the "Okay Asia!" sound clip was played again to signify 

transition} This next shirt is all types of "fucked up." Alright, {a t-shirt was flashed next 

with a printed "HalloFeen" on it} so this is a shirt I saw in a market, uhm so for 60 Baht 

or for 2 American Dollars, you can buy the spirit...of HalloFeen. All right whatever the 

fuck that is. Ahh {reading to his tablet}, the shirt reads "Bringing back the old times. 

Reason for the Season...." and there's a picture of kids dressed up for what is hopefully 

Halloween, and below that it says, "Check out the Halloween Window Scene, 2415 

East 77 Street, Telsa." So, hey listen, if you're in the area, alright, do me a favor, swing 

by that address and rescue those kids from the base(ment), make sure the "F" in 

"HalloFeen" doesn't stand for filicide. {a definition of filicide was shown, which means 
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a person who kill their kids} I would nothin' to do with this shirt. I would not label up my 

dog with this. Sometimes, dogs wear clothes {pictures showing dogs wearing clothes} 

I know a dog all right {then a sound clip someone saying "shut the fuck up!" was 

played} I know as a dog. Like those kids, you probably running in someone's basement 

right now {a sound clip of a laughter of an evil character was played} bring your shovel. 

Ahh, next up, we got an exciting collaboration between Under Armour and Diickiee's! 

{a photo of boxers with a logo of Under Armour and Dickies put together, was shown} 

Alright, nothing says "I'm athletic, blue collar and an immigrant" more than these 

boxers. These are perfect if you are...wanna like play football, and when you're done, 

you can cut the grass on the field, or if you wanna like run a forty-yard dash at a Home 

Depot, alright, or low-key these are perfect for sneaking into America. Also, perfect for 

tailgating an Oakland Raiders game and fighting in a Wendy's parking lot later at 

night...at least for testing, boys. Oversized Free Bird Gangster T-Shirt, switchblade, 

not included. And this next one's for the ladies. Let me introduce to you to...Abibos. {a 

photo of the product with the logo of Adidas but with words spelled as "Abibos" was 

shown} So these are yoga pants. Awesome. Yoga is the official sport of poor flexible 

people. You see what they did there like a sex change, they reversed the "D"s, {acting 

out like commanding someone} "You go to that store, and you will gift for me a Abibos 

yoga pants." Notice that extra stripe, it's like a bar graph or a...your pu__{somehow 

inaudible}. You know what's funny, believe it or not, Abibos was actually a name of a 

saint who spread Orthodox Christianity in the cockiest moundss actually, {then a photo 

of Abibos of Nekresi was shown} Abibos, of Nekisome shit ahm, Niewtogekakeeest 

mounds. Kakest mounds. So whether you're spreading lies, or just wearing them, don't 

forget, Abibos. Kakest mounds. So, next up, this is ah, CNAHRL {a jacket with a 

distorted logo of Chanel then below it, a word is spelled as CNAHRL}. Uhm, it's also 
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the world's worst ripoff of Chanel. Look closely...that's right...they changed the "C"s to 

"G"s then uhm, they made it CNAHRL, Uhm, even the people that make fake Chanel 

shit are fuckin' offended at this hahaha! This is what you get when you have English 

teachers put neck tattoo. Ok, next up is Pama{a photo showing a product with a Puma 

logo spelled as Pama}...fuck...a Pama is just Puma on Anarol right? {acts out as if 

addicted to Anarol} Which is why it's so jumpy ain't it buddy, yeahh. Hahahaha! {then 

shifted back to normal speaking} A Pama is less athletic Puma, who can't jump that 

high alright. Looks like he is jumping up trying to squeezes dick into that "A" {photo 

was focused to a strand near the Puma's legs sticking to the "A" of the letter in the 

logo then Chris breathes out heavily}. Next up we got Nay-knee or Na or just Nine 

{photo of a product showing logo of Nike but spelled as Nine}, all right haha. But is 

also probably the age of the person who made these. Uhm it looks like the soup ladle 

but instead of serving up soup, it looks like serves up sweatshop worker tears. Uh, 

Jesus Christ. Uhm, but there's better than this though. This is what happens if you 

"just do it"...uh in Asia, but ah with little to no money. Last on our shit list today is 

ah...Odioos {a photo of a product showing a distorted classic logo of Adidas with the 

words Odioos} If you wanna dress like the handyman at a Filipino prison, this Odioos 

is for you. Clearly, a ripoff of Adidas with the four leaves and two stripes. Uhm, Adidas 

stands for "All Day I Dream About Sports." I wonder what Odioos could stand for..."Our 

Dog Is Out Of Semen"..."Oriental Devils in Obscure Off brain Shorts"...or maybe uhm 

"One Day I'll Own Original Sportswear"...perfect. Thanks for watchin' OKAY ASIA. 

We'll be back soon with some more of that random Asian bullshit. This is Chris 

Raufeisen signing off from Bangkok, Thailand. No condoms.   
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Chris Wright (Thailand) 

Boss: Don't forget guys, it is good online etiquette to turn on your cameras. {Chris 

then explains in Thai the meaning of "etiquette", and it entails making eye contact 

regardless if meetings are held face to face or online} 

Boss: Remember, you need to have manners at this company. 

Office Lady: Yes, I have many man! {Chris then explains in Thai that "etiquette" and 

"manners" have the same meaning} 

Boss: Without further ado, let's begin {then the video output of the office lady labeled 

"Pumpkin" on the online meeting platform suddenly went to a halt} 

Boss: Ah...Miss Pumpkin? Miss Pumpkin? Is there something wrong with your 

computer?...Uh...hello? 

Miss Pumpkin: Sorry boss, com hang! 

Boss: What? Com Hanks? I only know Tom Hanks. 

Miss Pumpkin: {trying to speak in English} My computer has been hanged 

Boss: Uh, you want to hang your computer? {Chris then pops out to explain in Thai 

that she should have said "My computer froze" then the office lady replied to Chris' 

explanation} 

Miss Pumpkin: Ahhh...like Frozen! {talking about an animated movie} Let it go! {then 

sings the movie them entitled Let It Go} Let it gooo, let it goooo! 

Boss:{continued singing the lines} Can't hold it back anymooore {then stops and 

returns to as himself} ah wait! Professional....manners....{then a cricket sound was 

played to signify awkardness}...yeah. {Chris explains in Thai the context of "freeze" or 

its past tense version "froze" when it comes to computers and screen displays} 

Miss Pumpkin: Okay boss, I want to report...ah...ah...{acting as if she doesn't know 

what to say next} 
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Boss: Miss Pumpkin? Is everything okay? You're breaking up? 

Miss Pumpkin: {shocked} Breaking up? What? My boyfriend still loves me. 

Boss: Okay...but I was talking about your internet. {Chris explains in Thai the other 

context of the phrase "breaking up" in terms of technology aside from in terms of a 

state in a relationship with a bit of jokes on the side; and then suddenly the video 

focuses on Miss Pumpkin's background showing a topless man passing behind her 

that prompted for the other members of the cast to act out as shocked} 

Boss: That...must be your boyfriend? 

Miss Pumpkin: Noo...not my boyfriend. He is a technician. He came to fix the air 

conditioner. 

Boss: Ohhhkayy...so...where is your boyfriend? 

Miss Pumpkin: My boyfriend? Not at home. 

Boss: Okay...well, you tell your "technician" {acting out quotation marks in the air} to 

go and put a shirt on, because at this company, we're professional. That is the number 

one most important thing. {Chris explains in Thai, as observed in his actions while 

explaining, the context of putting quotation marks on the word "technician" by the boss; 

then Miss Pumpkin understood it but she slipped off her tongue as she called the 

technician some words of endearment to him and then closed her lips and said like 

"ohh I mean 'technician'"} 

Boss: Remember, being professional...is the most...important thing at this company. 

{then suddenly someone from his background approached him} 

Lady at the background: Michael! Why didn't you flush the toilet? 

Boss: {yelling at her} Not right now! I'm in a professional meeting! 

Lady at the background: Why didn't you flush the toilet? {then the boss went to her 

resulting to his real attire being shown consisting of coat, tie, and shorts} 
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Boss: Can't you see I'm talking to my employees! 

Lady: You're not wearing any pants! 

Boss: {pushing the lady out} We'll talk about this later! {then returning to the meeting} 

Some people! Am I right?! 

Alex Calleja (the Philippines) 

Video # 1 

Alex: {situated himself in front of a faucet; talking in front of a camera} Guys, ngayong 

panahon ng may Corona Virus, sabi ng mga eksperto, dapat proper washing, 20 

seconds, at sabayan mo ng "Happy Birthday" {pertaining to the traditional song}, kaya 

gagawin natin 'yan {then proceeds with the washing by opening the faucet to apply 

soap and water then closing the faucet to save water, then starts singing "Happy 

Birthday" in a faster than traditional tempo of the song; after singing it twice, the 

camera focused on the dishes as he is done washing and proceeds to speak again in 

an instructional manner}Ayan, tapos na yung isang plato. Ngayon naman, susunod na 

plato. {then repeats the process again of singing the "Happy Birthday" song while 

washing another plate; it turns out that he applied the recommended hygiene practice 

for washing hands in washing the dishes} 

(Alex: {situated himself in front of a faucet; talking in front of a camera} Guys, in time 

of the Corona Virus, experts say practice proper washing,  should last 20 seconds, 

while singing "Happy Birthday" {pertaining to the traditional song}, and we will do it 

{then proceeds with the washing by opening the faucet to apply soap and water then 

closing the faucet to save water, then starts singing "Happy Birthday" in a faster than 

traditional tempo of the song; after singing it twice he is done washing and proceeds 

to speak again in an instructional manner}There, I'm done with a plate. Now, on to the 

next. {then repeats the process again of singing the "Happy Birthday" song while 
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washing another plate; it turns out that he applied the recommended hygiene practice 

for washing hands in washing the dishes})  

Video # 2 
 
Alex: {sported a basketball outfit} Hello there! I am Alex Calleja and welcome to 

Basketball 101! I am here with my assistant, Rico, and today, I am going to teach you 

how to steal the ball. Watch and learn! Let's go! 

{already in position, Rico is dribbling the ball, and Alex plays defense} I am playing 

defense! And this is how you steal the ball! {Rico stopped dribbling to secure the ball, 

then Alex held out a bolo knife, then Rico ran away without the ball, resulting to Alex 

getting the ball} And that's how you steal the ball! Thank you very much, I am Alex 

Calleja and tomorrow, we'll be back again for Basketball 101 and I am going to teach 

you how to escape the prison! 

Video # 3 
 

Alex: {video is in black and white; he wore a black shirt with a white wall as his 

background; started singing the first few lines of the song}Di niyo ba naririnig? 

A voice of a woman: {yells from afar; not in video} Hoy! Kanina pa kita tinatawag eh! 

Maglalaba ka pa! Di mo ba naririnig? 

Alex: {unfazed; continued singing after the woman yelled} Di niyo ba naririnig? Tinig 

ng misis kong galit! {turns out that the woman is his wife} 

Wife: {still yelling from afar} Hoooy! Bilisan mo na ha! 

Alex: Oo! Andyan na! {then scratched his head in annoyance} 

(Alex: {video is in black and white; he wore a black shirt with a white wall as his 

background; started singing the first few lines of the song}Di niyo ba naririnig? 

A voice of a woman: {yells from afar; not in video} Hey! I've been calling you a while 

ago! You'll have to do the laundry! Aren't you hearing it? 
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Alex: {unfazed; continued singing after the woman yelled} Aren't you hearing it? It's 

the voice of my angry wife! {turns out that the woman is his wife} 

Wife: {still yelling from afar} Heeyyy! Double time! 

Alex: Yes, I'm coming! {then scratched his head in annoyance}) 

Video # 4 
 
Alex: {slammed the utensils and talking in a loud manner as if rehearsing something} 

"Ayoko na! Sawang-sawa na ako!" {then shift to another camera angle as if Alex is 

talking to the camera}"Ikaw na lang lagi nasusunod sa bahay na 'to! Tatay ako! Pa'no 

naman yung desisyon ko?! Sobra na! {then posed to continue eating} 

Son: Daddy! Ang tapang mo ah! {Alex nods in agreement then a message tone alert 

plays hinting that someone sent a message to Alex's phone} O ayan nag-text si 

Mommy, pauwi na raw siya! Sabihin mo ulit yung mga sinabi mo kanina ah? 

Alex: {suddenly shifted into a worried voice} Hindi anak, nagpapractice lang ako 

habang wala yung mommy mo. Naglalabas lang ako ng sama ng loob. Yung mga 

narinig mo, atin-atin lang yun. Wag mo sasabihin ah? Nako, kumain ka na, kumain ka 

na. {becoming more worried} Maghuhugas pa ako ng plato pagtapos mo. Atin lang 

yun! Ito naman. {son looks at the camera mocking Alex} 

(Alex: {slammed the utensils and talking in a loud manner as if rehearsing something} 

"I hate it! I'm fed up" {then shift to another camera angle as if Alex is talking to the 

camera}"You always want it your way! I'm the father! How about my decision?! It's too 

much! {then posed to continue eating} 

Son: Daddy! You're so brave! {Alex nods in agreement then a message tone alert 

plays hinting that someone sent a message to Alex's phone} Here, Mommy sent a 

message that she's coming home! Repeat what you have said earlier ok? 
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Alex: {suddenly shifted into a worried voice} No son, I'm just practicing while she's 

away. I'm just venting out. Anything you have heard will be for just between us. Please 

don't tell her ok? Come on, just eat. {becoming more worried} I'll still wash the plates 

when you're done. Those are just between us ok?! {son looks at the camera mocking 

Alex}) 

Video # 5 
 
Alex: {in formal suite} Marami nagtatanong sa akin, {then impersonate the 

questions}"Alex, may Ford Everest ka ba? Alex, nasan yung Ford Everest mo?" 'Sus! 

Lumang joke na yun! {chuckles} Hindi totoo 'yon! {then positions himself with a real 

Ford Everest in the background}Ako, magkaka-Ford Everest?! Wala 'yon! Huwag niyo 

ng intindihin yon, kalimutan niyo na yun! {saying this while approaching to the driver's 

door}O dito muna ako ah {pointing to the vehicle then going near to the driver's door} 

Ford Everest? {mockingly laughs and shaking his head while opening the door and 

eventually riding the vehicle} (Many were asking, {then impersonate the 

questions}"Alex, do you have a Ford Everest? Alex, where is your Ford Everest?" 

Christ! That's an old joke! {chuckles} Not true! {then positions himself with a real Ford 

Everest in the background}Me, having a Ford Everest?! That's nothing! don't mind, 

and forget it! {saying this while approaching to the driver's door} Anyway, I'll just be 

here {pointing to the vehicle then going near to the driver's door} Ford Everest? Come 

on! {mockingly laughs and shaking his head while opening the door and eventually 

riding the vehicle}) 

James Caraan (the Philippines) 

Video # 1 
 
James (as reporter): {in the studio, as seen in using a logo of a broadcasting 

company as his background} Secretary Nograles on the line. Thank you for coming 
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secretary. Secretary what's wrong with your neck? {while saying this, the video on the 

interviewee side shows the said official dancing using his neck with the caption stating 

"Ano ang Pilipinas Kontra Gutom?" which primarily introduces a government program 

in fighting hunger during the pandemic}Hello Secretary? Sec...Uh....Can you hear me? 

Sir? Sir, why are you not blinking? Please blink sir, Please! {while these being said, 

the official on the interviewee side continues to dance while his eyes are not blinking, 

as mentioned on purpose by the comedian playing as a reporter. While dancing, a 

caption on the Tiktok video is showing the explanation of the said program wherein it 

states "Ito ay samahan ng gobyerno at private sectors na layong wakasan ang 

involuntary hunger sa bansa. Target nitong i-ahon ang 1 million Pilipino sa kagutuman 

pagsapit ng 2022." It states that the program is composed of public and private sectors 

aiming to lift 1 million Filipinos from hunger by 2022} 

Video # 2 
 
James as Denier: {jeering and talking in as fast manner as rapping while getting close 

to the camera and a text caption labelling him as COVID Deniers} Huwag kayong 

magpapaniwala diyan sa COVID na yan, gusto lang kumita ng mga doktor diyan sa 

COVID na yan e. Huwag kayong magpapaniwala diyan, meron bang pulubi atsaka 

taong-grasa na nagkaroon na ng COVID? Wala di ba? Wala! {Then caption changes 

thus labelling him as "same person} Ay, masakit tyan mo? Nako, usog yan! Halika, 

lawayan natin! {then flashes out his tongue to apply saliva onto his hands so that he 

could apply it to a stomach ache} ({jeering and talking in as fast manner as rapping 

while getting close to the camera and a text caption labelling him as COVID Deniers} 

Don't believe in that COVID, the doctors just wanted to get rich from that virus! Again, 

don't believe that! Have you seen beggars and homeless people getting it? There's 

none! {Then caption changes thus labelling him as "same person} Wait, your stomach 
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aches? That's just 'usog'! Come, I'll apply it with saliva! {then flashes out his tongue to 

apply saliva onto his hands so that he could apply it to a stomach ache}) 

Video # 3 
 
Teacher: Okay. Repeat after me. "Community" 

Student: Community 

Teacher: "Pantry" 

Student: Pantry 

Teacher: "Community Pantry" 

Student: "Communist Party" 

Video # 4 
 
James as Arbitrator: {in plain clothes}Okay. Anu pong reklamo nila? Bakit po sila 

nandito? (Ok. What is their complaint? What brings you here?) 

James as Talking Egg Tray: {wearing an egg tray costume on his head, crying} Ako 

po yung isang tray na ninakaw nila. Nila Maritess. Gusto ko lang po magreklamo na 

ang dami nilang ginawa sa akin. Prinito, Nilaga, higit sa lahat, binati! Baboy na baboy 

na po ako sa sarili ko! ({crying} I am that egg tray that they took away...Took away by 

a certain Maritess. I just want to complain the things that they have done to me. They 

fried, boiled and worst of all, they beat me! I feel disgusted with myself!) 

Arbitrator: Sige po ibablotter na yan. Ikaw naman? Eco-bag ka lang ah. Wala ka 

namang problema ah. (This is noted and we shall file a blotter. How about you? You're 

just an eco-bag. It seems you have nothing to complain) 

James as Eco-bag: {wearing an eco-bag on his head, crying heavily} Anong wala?! 

Ako po yung siningit nila sa puwet! Mga hayop kayo! Ambaboy niyo! {afterwards the 

photo of the hoarder who hid an eco-bag in between her buttocks was shown} (What 

"nothing?!" I am the one whom they put in between the buttocks! You filthy animals! 



LAUGHING MATTERS 131 

{afterwards the photo of the hoarder who hid an eco-bag in between her buttocks was 

shown}) 

Video # 5 
 
James as Satan: {used a video filter of a devil as his costume} Hey, hey, hey! It's your 

boy, Sataan! At babasagin ko na po ang katahimikan ko dahil mukhang nabuking na 

tayo ng NTF-ELCAC! At kahit nabuking na ako, huwag niyong kakalimutan ang 

pinakamahalaga kong turo. Ito ay ang tumulong ayon sa kakayahan, kumuha ayon sa 

pangangailangan! Tumulong tayo sa mga mahihirap, tumulong tayo sa nagugutom! 

Maghasik tayo ng tulong ito ang pinaka-gusto ko sa lahat! {then ending it with a devil-

like laugh} ({used a video filter of a devil as his costume} Hey, hey, hey! It's your boy, 

Sataan! And I will break my silence because it seems that our plan has been found 

out by the NTF-ELCAC! And even so, don't forget my most important teachings: it is 

to help within your capacity and to get something within your needs! Help the poor and 

the hungry! Let us spread help as what I really like the most! {then ending it with a 

devil-like laugh}) 

Video # 6 

James as Nas Daily: {clad in plain black shirt just as Nas is usually wearing and 

speaking the same way as Nas; all that he will say has subtitles} Hi! I am Nas Daily! 

{with subtitles shown and the word Nas Daily in yellow color while the rest are white} 

Yes! You heard it right! I am Nas Daily! {subtitle same format as previous} And I want 

to tell you something! That I am very sad right now! {"very sad" in yellow text} Yes! 

This is my saddest face! {"saddest face" in yellow yet he is smiling} meaning I am so 

depressed! {"so depressed" in yellow} that my followers have been declining! 

{"declining" in yellow} because a whole country is against me! {"whole country" in 

yellow} And did you know what country is that? That...is the Philippines! {"Philippines" 
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in all capital letters and in yellow; mentioned with exclamation with "surprised facial 

expression"} Philippines, how can you forgive me? {"forgive me" in yellow}I know, I 

know! {second "I know" in all capital letters and in yellow; mentioned with emphasis} I 

will just say "adowbow" {"adowbow" in all capital letters and in yellow} and I think you 

can forgive me! {"forgive me" in yellow} And I will just put "Philippines" {"Philippines" 

in all capital letters and in yellow} in my title so you will forgive me! {"forgive me" in 

yellow} And there you have it, you forgave me in just...one minute! {"one minute" 

spelled as "1 minute" and in yellow} 
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APPENDIX B  

SCREENSHOTS OF VIDEOS, REACTIONS,  AND SOCIAL MEDIA COMMENTS  
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