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Paci!c tropic storm paths image from Goldberg, W. M. (2018). An Introduction to the Tropical Paci!c and Types of Paci!c Islands. In W. M. Goldberg, The Geography, Nature and History of the Tropical Paci!c and its Islands 
(pp. 1–38). Springer International Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-69532-7_1 

“No other country on earth is struck by tropical storms 
as o!en as the Philippines.” 

“The Global Climate Risk Index 2015 listed the 
Philippines as the number one most a#ected country by 

climate change.” 

https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/how-climate-change-a"ecting-philippines 
https://www.wunderground.com/blog/weatherhistorian/philippines-typhoon-history.html 

https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/how-climate-change-affecting-philippines
https://www.wunderground.com/blog/weatherhistorian/philippines-typhoon-history.html


Typhoon Haiyan (2013)
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Global series of art installations in which computer technology and ecology converge. Computer 
networks built from upcycled computer components are provided with living internal ecosystems. 
In a symbiotic exchange, plants and algae live alongside electronics and use the latter’s waste 
heat to thrive. Sensors and robotics provide additional interaction possibilities with the organisms.

BiomoddBiomodd https://seads.network/hyperproject/biomodd









Maranan, D. S., & Vermeulen, A. (2015). When Ideas Migrate: A Postcolonial Perspective on Biomodd [LBA2]. Proceedings of the 21st International Symposium on 
Electronic Art, Session 21. http://archives.isea-web.org/?page_id=95



Seeker: DIY Starship

Nasser, M., Esteves, A. M., Vermeulen, A. C. J., Maranan, D. S., Peeters, A., & Steyaert, P. (2021, October). 
Diversifying the concept of analogue missions to explore and evaluate new concepts for future space missions. 

72nd International Astronautical Congress, Dubai.

https://seads.network/hyperproject/seeker
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BIODIVERSITY TOWER 
 A community art project by SEADS, Compostmeesters Willebroek & Kris Mys 

https://seads.network/project/biodiversitytower





Community composting by the Compostmeesters Willebroek



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Co-creation sessions with the Compostmeesters Willebroek and the New Patrons





BIODIVERSITY



PLANTS 
WATER  

COMPOST



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Technical drawings of the tower structure



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Foundations and construction process



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Adding floor and terrace support; interior of the tower structure with spiral staircase



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Adding characteristic insect hotel materials



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Adding plants and adjusting the internal organization of the tower



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Surrounding social housing tower blocks



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Borehole drilling at the foot of the tower



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Installment of Savonius wind turbine for the water pump



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Recovery and redirection of bacterial compost heat throughout the tower ecosystem



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Carpenter bee, ladybug and European rhinoceros beetle (with larva)



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Public seating area around the tower



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Educational activities organized by Cultural Centre De Ster



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Biodiversity city parade by school children inspired by the project, Willebroek, 2014



SEADS, Kris Mys & Compostmeesters Willebroek, Biodiversity Tower, 2015 
Official project inauguration, 27 September 2015
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“Tempus Nullius”: a new 
kind of colonization



How can we develop empathy 
with the future?

 Future self 
Future others 
Future world



LigtasPad (by Prodjx Artist Collective) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdqwVWUyopY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdqwVWUyopY


Transfigurations (by Agi Haines) https://www.agihaines.com/trans!gurations



“...when making important long-term decisions, 
vivid representations of one’s future self should 
increase the future-orientation of saving 
decisions.” 

Hersh!eld, H. E. (2011). Future self-continuity: 
How conceptions of the future self transform 
intertemporal choice. Annals of the New York 
Academy of Sciences, 1235(1), 30–43. https://
doi.org/10.1111/j.1749-6632.2011.06201.x

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1749-6632.2011.06201.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1749-6632.2011.06201.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1749-6632.2011.06201.x


Clinical Trials for Interplanetary Missions

Nasser, M., Knight, J., Haines, A., Maranan, D., Eachempati, P., & 
Bernard-Cooper, J. (2021, October). Virtual futuristic analogue 

missions to drive methodological innovation for clinical research 
for space mission and earth. 72nd International Astronautical 

Congress, Dubai. https://monanasser.wordpress.com/art-portfolio/
clinical-trials-in-future-space-missions/

Speculative design + imaginative role-playing 
for evolving scienti!c processes in preparation 
for the deep future.



Ēngines of Ēternity: ISS
Ongoing series of interactive installations focusing 
on a remarkable microscopic aquatic animal — 
Rotifera— and how it can provoke audiences to 
re#ect on themes of cultural diversity and 
immortality. In December 2019, SEADS sent a visual 
artwork together with a rotifer experiment to the 
International Space Station via a SpaceX rocketship, 
as part of a collaboration w/ the lab of Prof. Karine 
Van Doninck at the University of Namur. 

https://seads.network/hyperproject/-engines-of-eternity



Royal Institute of Theatre, Cinema, and 
Sound Winter School 2022: Climate 
Change and the new Space Race

For the Winter School 2022, the interesting tension between 
the climate crisis on the one hand and the new space race on 
the other will be explored. As the world groans under the 
effects of the disruption of our planetary ecosystem, 
billionaires fly to space to experience weightlessness for mere 
minutes. Both dystopia and utopia seem present in our lives in 
theatrical ways. But is this rhetorical opposition between a 
collapsing Earth and the excesses of technology as simple as it 
seems? Can we, as humans, even bring the world to harmony 
at all? And isn't it precisely space exploration that helps us to 
fundamentally improve our understanding of Earth and take 
care of our planet? Discussing and reshaping our future 
requires surrendering to ambiguity and breaking with 
entrenched paradigms.



ColLaboratoire: Early Career Researcher Residency Training



Art

Science

Broadening discussion on creative 
economies and cultural industries 



Can the arts and humanities make science better?

6.2.1 Skills for Working at the Science-Policy Interface. (2019, July 25). EU Science 
Diplomacy. https://www.s4d4c.eu/topic/6-2-1-science-and-diplomacy-two-di"erent-

worlds/ 

Connolly, R. (2011, February 17). Explaining the Scienti!c 
Process. NOVA / PBS. https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/

article/explaining-the-scienti!c-process/ 



This presentation is available on 
https://seads.network/stuff/
b75648a6-53c3-4d4a-8972-

e9d2d23c37a2


