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What it is consciousness? 

Why does it matter?

What would an answer look like?

Common sense 

Behavioural 

Neurological 

Philosophical

What we experience from 
waking up till we sleep

What you can observe in 
“the body”

What you can infer from 
the brain

“what it is like to feel 
something”

(Koch 2012)

Which version? Self-
consciousness, metacognition, 
conscious access



What it is consciousness? 

Why does it matter?

What would an answer look like?

Rhetorical 
Behavioural 
“Neurological” 
Phenomenological

‘success criteria’

How do we set the scene?



What it is consciousness? 

Why does it matter?

What would an answer look like?

How do we set the scene?

What are our success criteria?
• Redefining the problem: from “is it?” to 

“how/when to what extent etc. is it? 
• Delimitation of the problem; definitions 
• Deciding where we lie in the Boorstin’s 

epistemological inversion away from 
“compact descriptions” 

• How do we deal with issue of multiple 
scales (Malina): time, space (“physical), 
complexity 

•



• Internet is part of us  

• Internet is an 
extension of us 
(organology)



After hours doorbell!



How can the methods from behavioural psychology and neuroscience be 
applied to the study of non-human things/networks/etc?  

What kind of evidence will satisfy us? 


